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7 Claims.

My invention relates to supportmb -Gevices
- -ghd ‘more -particularly ‘has reference ‘to & -sup-
porting-device for machine guns, the -device be-
ing ‘provided with means for-attaching -thereto

’ . thé ammunition boxes and additicnal meansfor

permitting ‘the am"numtlon belt to feed intothe
feed ‘block of- the gun.

T¥eretofore no practical :means for attaching
the-ammunition ‘box to -the machine gun or to
the machine gun- support has been proposed. - Of
-eourse it-will be readily appreciated that by
‘mountmg ‘the ‘ammunition ‘hox -directly to the
.. gln-materially increases-the weight' of the-gun

.and ‘detracts from-the diming of the-gun. Also,
, ‘the ‘majority -6f the am-
. mnition boxes move' w1th the gun, -and: ‘peing
“offset from the:center line of the ‘mounting -de-

. viee ‘for ‘the gun mduces ‘a, vibration in the
i mount :
“One -object of thlsv~mvent10n is -to overcome

the'dmadvantages now-present -in the-art.
Another -object -is to provide -an ammunition
box for feedlnv the cartridges into the- machme

Yet another object of this invention is to pro-
vide & hght -weight cradle for supporting -ma-
_chme -guns ‘to ‘be used in -confined spaces, such
as: alrplanes the light weight cradies having at-

o ‘tached ‘thereto the ammunition ‘boxes.

“A- still further ‘object of this invention ‘is to
provide ‘a’ stationary -ammunition ‘box for ‘ma-

. chine -guns -which is -provided with ‘means ‘for
" ‘enabling the cartridge belt -tofeed ‘into-the gun:

when'‘the ‘feed ‘block thereof -is-not necessarily

- b'_ . on ‘the center line -of the -ammunition box.

“An-additional-object is-to provide-a construc-

o tionof ‘the ype described which can be- ‘cheaply-

fand af“y manufactured and which - consists -of
a. feW‘mam working parts.

- o~ achleve the ‘above -and other objects, the
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. mventlon “in ‘its ‘broadest concept comprises ‘a -

pair’ of Hght weight' cradles -which- support twin:

machine ‘guns.. The cradles -are -carried by -a
hollow Support that is -swiveled in the fuselage
. of the airplane. 'The support is so formed as
" fo-~afford a -chute which ‘will permit the -car-
tridge liriks ejected ‘from the gun ‘to -fall therein
and be depes1ted in a-suitable receptacle..
~“Fhecradles-are ‘carried by -a- -saddle ‘which -is

g rotatably Journaled ‘in ‘the ‘support so that the

gy 'may‘be fired upwardly or downwardly. An
aminunition box is -attached to the -cradle ‘at a

: "peifit adjacent to ‘the feed block of the -gun-and-
- catries § -guiding -member that will enable -the-
“ammurnition -bélt to feed -into the -gun -even:

45

.one of a pair -of machine

though ‘the :feed bloek of the‘srun is; ‘net/on the
center line of the: ammumtlon Yox: -

‘In the-drawings: " ¢ e

Figure 1 is -a side elava’umnal View showmn'.‘

guns mounted on my’
novel structure. :

Pigure 2'is -a-{op ‘plan «vrew of ‘the eondtlue— )
tion-shown in Figure 1. B ;

Figure 3 is @ -sectional" view taken -along the-
line 3—3 of l‘lgure 2" lookmrr m the dlr@ctmn of
the arrows. :

Referring to the. drawmgs and ‘more fpartwu-
larly ‘to ‘Bigures 1 -and:8, I‘have shown 4 vertical
support member 1 -provided-atits upper end with
a -pair of -cradles ‘2 and 3 -each of -which sup-
ports a'machine-gun 4. The suppert 4 iincludes
a hollow drum & -which ‘is formed with -a cut-
away portion 8§ -at ‘its ‘upper end. A bore T is
formed “in ‘the-drum ‘5 -and -plates 8 -are posi-
tioned on -oppesite sides -of ‘the -drum. thereby
closing 'the -cutaway -portion. A -saddle 8 by -
which ‘the cradles 2 and 3 -are -attached 'to ‘the
support.- - is -provided. - In Figure 3, it -will ‘be
noted that ‘the -saddle ‘0 “includes ‘two -parts (2
and 41-each of -whi¢h- is -disposed -on opposite
sides ‘of the-suppert.. “The ‘memniber 18 has ‘inte-
grally formed therewith-a horizontal pertion 4g°
which is-of -such -diameter-as to’ rotate fresly:
in' the bore 1. "The part M is ‘formed -with a
horizontal portion 13 -which fits snugly -within ‘a
bore {14 formed ‘in ‘the ‘member ' {%. A locking
pin 16 projects through -aligried -apertures in-the
members 42 and 13 “for holding these parts “in
proper ‘position. s '

‘By virtue of ‘the-above-described saddle, it-will
be ‘appreciated -that-the member § can be swimng
through -an -arc above -and “below -the’ hdrlzontal"
plane ‘which -of -course “will enable ‘the machme
guns to have flexibility of operation.

In Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that “he
cradles 2 and '8 -comprise the following elements,
and in ‘view of ‘the fact that -each ‘craele ‘is
identical in -construction -and operation T will
limit the descrlptlon ‘tothe cradle 2. - The cradle
comprises a-pair -of -parallel tubes 40 and 21, and
it -can be -seen ‘that-the tme 21" is ‘considerably
longer ‘than ‘the ‘tube 2. As ‘shiown -in Figure 3,
the tubes 20 -and 21 extend through ‘bores 2’

~ formed in the saddle ‘8. Asa consequence, the
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cradles 2 -and ‘3 are attached to -the support 1
by means of the saddle and can he moved 'in a
vertical plane. At the outer end of “the ‘tube 21
and its corresponding member for the cradle 8
is -attached a ‘bracket 22 4o Whlch 1is ‘rempvably
affixed & gun sight 23. ‘The rearward ends of




: jsupport I ‘and the. operating handles- 25.:

the tubes 20 and 2l are closed by means of a

bracket 24 to which is suitably attached an.op-

erating handle 25. Of course each gun 4 has a.
usual back plate construction which I designate
generally 26. A firing trigger 27 is also suitably
associated -with the rear portion of .the- as-
sembly.

The forward end of the tube 20 is ciosed by

means of & bracket 28 which extends transversely

of the tubes 20 and 2! and is attached to each

‘tube as shown at 29. Positioned between the
tubes 20 and: 21 and suitably attached to the
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precise details of construction herein set forth by
way of illustration, as it is apparent that many -
changes and variations may be made therein, by -
those skilled in the art, without departing from.
the spirit of the invention, or exceedin¢ the scope

of the appended claims
I claim: - : -
1. In a machine gun; a mounting device com-

prising ‘a -cradle in which the gun is ‘adapted to
be carried for fore and aft ‘movement, a hollow: -
support for mounting the cradle to have swivel-

""ing movement, an ammunition box removably at-

front bracket 28 and a rear bracket 30 is a recoil -

compensating device 31.

" application, Serial No. 336,286, filed May 20, 1940.

: Each machine gun 4 is attached to its respec--
- tlve cradle in the following way. A bracket 32is .-

attached at its. front end to the transversely ex-
tending member 28 and its arms 33 are secured to
the. forward portion of the.gun casing as.shown
at 35. - As best shown in Figure 2, a.-slidable
. “'strap 86 having downturned ends 31 which fit over

‘the tubes-20-and - 21 .is -positioned. between :the
- 'The
strap 86 is prov1ded' with lugs 38 which fit into
- the machine gun casing. -It will be -appreciated

The recoil compensat-.
ing device 31 is the subject of myco-pending

~ therefore that by virtue of . the bracket con- -

struction 32 and the strap 36 the machine gun
4-is mounted in the cradle 2 for -forward and
- rearward movement upon the'firing of the gun.

. -As hereinbefore pointed out, an important fea-

0

ture of this invention is the attaching of the am-

munition box to the cradle.-Referring to Figures;

2 and 3, it can be seen that an-ammunition box
40 ds attached to the tube 20 by means of bolts

‘41, Each ammumtion box is‘'secured to the cradie :

at a point adjacent to the feed block: of the-gun,
and this block is 1ndicated by the numeral -42.
Attached to the upper portion of the ammunition

box by a bracket 43 is a guide member, 44.- ~Con=-"

sequently the .guide 44 will permit the ammuni-

tlon belt to feed into the gun when the feed block

42 may not be on the- center line of ammunition
box 40, Thus the gun 4 can reciprocate slightly,

the belt having a certain degree ot ﬂexxbihty to

take up the difference. between the center of: feed
and. the .center of the ammunition box. . :

" Referring again to Figures 1 and 3,.it can be
seen that there. is integrally formed w1th ‘the
member 5 and extending downwardly therefrom
‘a4 chute 46 which is- formed: with an offset: dis-~
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tached .to ‘the cradle, guide means. supported by -
. the upper portion of the ammunition box to gulde
"‘the cartridge belts into the feed block of the ma-

chine gun;.and :said support having means to -
..admit the ejected links from the gun. into t.be

hollow support for.collection. .
2.-In a machine gun, a mounting device ccm-

prising a cradle in which the gun is adapted to-

be carried for fore and aft movement, -a-hollow
support. for mounting the cradle. to have swivel-
ing movement, an ‘ammunition box attached to
the cradle, guide means supported on the upper

portion of the ammunition box to guide the cage -
tridge belts ‘into the feed: block of the machine

gun, means comprising - a coliection point BSN0=

ciated with said support into- which the links
ejected by the gun are fed; and means. to remm.

the links from said collection point.

- 3.In ‘2 machine gun provided with‘& foed.
block & mounting device comprising & cradle in:

which the gun is adapted to be mounted for fofe
and aft movement, a hollow. support_for- mount-
ing ‘the cradle to' have swiveling movement, an

ammunition box attached to the cradle adjacent -
to -the -feed " block  of’ the ‘gun, - guide -means.

mounted onthe upper: portion of the ‘ammunj~.

‘tion box to guide the cartridge belts into the feed-

block of the machine gun, means associated. with

‘the support.into which the: links -ejected by the.
" gun.are fed and-a chute communicating with said -

means and attached to the support, said chute

being adapted. to remove the iinks trom said col-_

lection point.

4. In a- mounting construction for machine
guns a-hollow- support, a bore therein, & nddic
rotatably mounted in the bore, the saddle - com-’

- -prising & hollow herizontal member. Journaled i
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charge mouth 471 to which can be. attached 8 con- ‘

tainer (not shown) for collecting the links which

are ejected by the gun into the drum. § through
slots §’. Also, a spindle 48 is: associated with
the support | for insertion into a socket or the

like in .the fuselage. of - the airplane SO that ‘the’

cradles 2 and 3 and the gun 4 may have swivei-
ing movement. _ .

It- will be readily appreciated from the above
description that I have provided a ‘novel- con-

" the bore: and an L-shaped portion. in

formed therewith, and a cradie in which the Ing-v

chine gun is mounted: adapted to be: supportod by v

said L-shaped portion. - . .
5.In" a -mounting construction for mochine'

A5 guns, & hollow support, & bore therein, a saddie
: ._rotatably mounted in the bore, the saddle. com-

. formed therewith, a second horizontal member
fitted . within - the first " mentioned ‘horizaptal
member .and having an--L-shaped po:tion in-~ .

(1))

struction for attachxng an . ammumtion box : toa

supporting cradie for machine ‘guns, The ‘box
can be easily removed from and. attached: to the

cradle and is further provided with guiding means. .
for feeding the ammunition belt into feed. block,
of -the gun even though the feed block isnot.on

the center line of the ammunition box. The de-

vice is relatively sxmple in construction and op-:

. eration’and ‘can of course be. cheapiy and easily
manufactured.
- While T- ‘have. shown and described the pre-

“ferred embodiment.of my invention, I wxsh it to be

understood that I do not conﬁne myseif to the
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prising & hollow horizontal member- joummd in

the ‘bore' and 'an: L-shaped portion in

tegrally ‘formed. therewith -means to- lock
horizontal - members:: together

chine guns having feed blocks, & ‘mounging de

- comprising a vertical support, cradies: t@p :
. carrying. the machine guns attached ¢o. tiwq’- e
port -on opposite sides thereof, means:to mount.
. the machine guns- for forward and Tearwand. .

- movement in each cradle during firing of the gun,

' an.ammunition box: removably secured to esph

(]

cradle ‘adjacent to the feed block of each machime
gun,. and guide eans: on the upper nortios ot,

and By o cr.diei'
- adapted: to support. a machine guncan'ied b)
-each.of said L-shaped portions. . '

6.-In a gun assembly provided with twin nu-"
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- each ammunition box to guide the ammunition
belts into the feed block of each gun.
7. In a gun assembly provided with twin ma-
chine guns having feed blocks, a mounting de-
-vice comprising  a vertical support, cradles
~adapted for carrying the machine guns attached
to the support on opposite sides thereof, means

" to mount the machine guns for forward and rear-

ward movement in each cradle during firing of

[

3

the gun, an ammunition box removably secured
to each cradle adjacent. to the feed block-of each -
machine gun, guide means on the upper portion
of each ammunition box to guide the ammunition
belts into the feed block of each gun, and slot
means at the upper end of the support through
which the cartridge links ejected from the ma-

chine guns are adapted to pass for collection.

JOHN C. TROTTER.




