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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, ELIZABETH G. HAR-
LEY, of Haddonfield, in the county of Cam-
den and State of New J. ersey, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in Darn-
ing Apparatus, of which the following is a
specification :

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and convenient device for use in the

-operation of darning, embroidering, or the like,

which shall embody in its construction means
for supporting the material worked upon, and
receptacles for the thread and mneedles; to
which end my improvement consists in com-
bining, with a hollow stretcher having a con-
cave surface for holding the work, and a re-
ceptacle for containing a ball of thread, a hol-
low handle, which serves as a needle-recepta-
cle, all as hereinafter fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view, in elevation, of a darning apparatus
embodying my improvements; and Fig. 2, a
longitudinal central section of the same.

To carry out the objects of my invention, I
provide a streteher, A, which is a hollow box,
of spherical or spheroidal form, truncated at
bottom, and recessed so as to provide a con-
cave surface, A’, over which the material to be
darned is stretched. The stretcher A has an
opening, C, at top, for the insertion of the ball
of thread, and a small hole, B, on the side,

| through which the thread is led out. The

opening C of the stretcher is closed by the
extremity of the hollow handle F, in which is
formed a needle-receptacle, D, tlosed by a
plug, E.

The instrument so constructed is a useful
adjunct in darning and embroidery. The con- -
cave surface formed upon the end of the
stretcher enables the material to be held
thereon as tightly as may be desired, while
giving ample room for the movements of the
needle, and the thread and needle receptacles
in the stretcher and its handle are conven-
iently located for the operator,

I am aware that hollow oval darning imple-
ments having cavities for the reception-of nee-
dles and thread have been heretofore known,
and do not, therefore, broadly claim such de-
vice.

I claim as mny invention—

The within-described darning 1mplcment
consisting of the hollow thread- holdm g str etoh
er A hcwmg a conecave surface, A/, formed up-
on it, in combination with a handle, E, which
closes the stretcher, and contains a needle-re-
ceptacle, D, substantially as set forth.
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