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No.919,686." -

~ Application filed December 30, 1908:

To all whom. it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Groran W. Bonwrr,
a citizen’ of. the United States, residing at
Lincoln, in the county of Lancaster and State
of Nebraska, haveinvented a new and useful
Vault, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. o . ST
This invention relates to burial vaults, and
has for its ohject to provide an artificial stone
of & plurality of separate

burial vault formed

sections capable of being quickly assembled

In a grave orin a place remote therefrom, and
carried t6-said grave for the reception of a
coffin or casket. ‘ :

A turther object of the invention is to pro-
vide a burial vault having s marginal cement-
recelving. groove at the juncture of the side
walls with the top and bottom sections of the
vault, thereby
air and moisture proof.

A further object is to provide a novel form
of mortar lock at the corners of the vault, and
further to strengthen the separate vault sec-
tions by the provision of reinforcing wires
embedded in the cement
constituting said sections. - P

A still further object of the mvention is
generally to improve this,class of devices so
as to increase their utility, durability - and
efliciency. =~ = e o :

Further objects and advantages will ap-
pear in the foilowing description, it being

understood: that various changes in form,
proportions and minor details of construection
may be resorted to within the scope of the.

appended claims.

" In the accon
part of this specification:—F igure 11is a per-
spective view of a burial vault constructed in
accordance with my invention.
transverse sectional view.

longitudinal sectional view showing theé con-

struction’ of the corner lock. - Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of a portion of the vault sliow- |

ing the side walls or slabs in position to be
placed on the bottom section or-slab and
with the top section or cover arranged above
the side slabs. ,

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all of the figuros of the
drawings, '

The 1mproved burial vault forming the
subject matter of the present invention con-
prises a bottom section or slab 5 having lat-
erally extending marginal flanges 6 formed
Lserve to receive

or other material

panying drawings forming a

Fig. 2 is a
- Fig. 3 is a_detail
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and support the separate side sections or
slabs 7 and the end sections or slabs 8., The,
end sections or-slabs 8 are formed with ter-- . ..
minal recesses 9 for the reception of the. adja- 60
cent ends of the side sections or slabs 7, these o .
side sections 7 being also provided with ter-.
minal vertically disposed ‘recesses 10 which
form pockets for the reception ‘of cement, - .- v :
mortar or other adhesive material. "The 65
walls of the recesses 10 are preferably dis-- .
posed at an acute angle, thereby to assist in
retaining the cement within the pockets and
thus firmly binding the side and end walls . -
together. : . 70
Arranged at each corner of the hottom sec-
tion or slab 5 is a pocket or recess 11 hgving
a channel 12 communicating therewith and
which serves to guide the cement or other
material to the recess 11 when the sev
sections are assembled and the cenien
other material poured in the groove 12
The lower section or slab 5is provided ,
a central enlargement -or thickened portion:

downwardly in the divection of the flange 6,

‘thereby to produce a marginal cément-re-

ceiving groove 14 extending around the ‘in-
teriol walls of the vault when+the side and
end sections are positioned on the flange :6;
as bést shown'in Fig. 2 of the drawing

The upper longitudinal edges of tle-side
and ‘end sections are rabbeted at 15 to-form
a seal for the cover section 16, the vertital
walls' of the rabbet 15 ‘being inclined~out-.
wardly so as to produce a cement-receiving

90

‘pocket or groove 17 between the rabbete

edges of the side and end walls and“the mar-
ginal edge of the cover. PR L
The"side and end saetions as well as’ tlic: 95
top and bottom sections of the vault save
preferably reinforced and .strengthened by
thie provision of reinforeing rods or wires 18, *
the top section’or slab 16 being also provided
with one or more eye-bolts 19 for conveén-
lence in handling the sane. S E
In assembling the vault in a grave the base
slab 5-is positioned on the bottom of the
grave after which the side sections are ar-
ranged onthe bottom section with their lower
longitudinal edges resting on the marginal
flange 6, the side and end sections being tem-
porarily supported in asseinbled position on
the base section by means of segmental
clamping members™ 20. These clamping
members 20 preferably extend the entive
height of the vault and are provided with
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laterally extending fingers 21 which bear | tion having 2 thickened portion defining a
against the e_xtenor_walls of the side and end | laterally extending marginal flange, the edge
gections, while the intermediate curved por- |.of the thickened portion being inclined down- 60
tions of the clamping members are spaced | wardly in the direction of the flange, there
5 from the recessed ends of said side and end | being-a mortar-receiving pocket formed in
sections to form pockets for the reception of | the flange at each corner of the bottom sec~
_the concrete or cement, indicated at 22. tion, side and end sections resting on said
After the cement has been introduced in the | flange and’ having their -abutting " ends 65
pocket 22 a quantity of liquid coment is | formed with vertically disposed recesses for.
10 poured into the ma ginal groove 14 so that | the reception of a binding medium, the walls
the cement will low beneath the lower longi- of said recesses being arranged at an acute
tudinal ed%es of the side and end sections and angle to each other to assist in preventing ac-
cause the latter tor adhere to the flange 6, a cidental displacement of the cement. 70
_portion of the cement introduced into the | 2. A burial vault including a bottom sec-
15 groove 14 beirig fed through the channel 12 | tion having an enlargement defining a later-
_ into the recess 11 to form a mortar-receiving | ally extending flange, the marginal edge of
-lock 23 on the base section or olab at each | the enlargement being inclined downwardly
_ corner of the vault. ~Attention i here called | in the direction of the flange, there being a 75
" to the fact that each corner of the enlarge- | mortar-receiving pocket formed in the flange
20 ment is cut away at 24 ‘and also inclined | at each corner of the bottom section and hav-
downwardly in the direction of the flange 6 | ing a channel in communication therewith,
to assist in guiding the cement into the groove | separate. side and end sections resting on the
12 and thence into the recess 11 to form a | flange of the bottom section and having their 80
~ mortar lock 23. ‘After the cement in the | abutting ends provided with mortar-receiv-
25 pockets 22 has set or hardened the clamping | ing recesses, & clamping member engaging
members 20 are removed, or if desired these | the side and end sections at éach corner of
 clamping members may be left in position on the vault and spaced from the mortar-re-
the vault. When the side ond end sections | ceiving recesses in the side and end sections, 85
of the vault have been thus assembled with | and a cover for the vault. .
. 30. thel base, the casket or coffin is placed within | - 3. A burial vault including & bottom sec~
" the vault and the cover 16 positioned on the tion having an enlargement definjng a later-
latter with the marginal edge thereof resting | ally extending flange, the margina edge of
in the rabbeted portidn 15 of the side and encgl the enlargement being inclined downwardly 90
. sections, the groove 17 being subsequently in the direction of the flange, there being
35 filled with cement or other adhesive material | mortar - receiving pockets formed in the

to.prevent the entrance of air or moisture at | flange at each corner of the bottom section,
the upper portion of the vault. » and having a channel communicating there-
The particular shape of the recesses 10 | with, the corners of the enlargement being 95
serves to bind the cement or mortar therein \ inclined in the direction of the channels,
40 and thus form a firm bond between the side | separate side and end sections resting on the
and end sections of the vault at the corners | flange and having their abutting ends pro-
_ thereof. It will also be noted that by reason vided with ‘mortar-receiving recesses and
_ of the inclination of the marginal edge of the | their upper longitudinal edges rabbeted, a 10(
enlargement 13 the cement or other adhesive | cover seated on the rabbeted edge of the side
45 material will be directed downwardly be- | and-end sections, and clamping members ex-
tween the lower longitudinal edges of the side | tending the entire height of the side and
and end sections and flange 6, it being of | end sections and-spaced from the over-lapped
course understood that a small quantity of | ends thereof to form a pocket for the recep- 10
cement will be spread on the flange 6. before | tion'of a binding medium. . ,
50 positioning the side and end sections thereon | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
and that the cement subsequently introduced | my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
within the groove 14 W}iﬁ {f{iow over t(}i;e sur- | in the presence of two witnesses,
face of the cement on the flange 6 and assist” . . ; -
inbinding the parts tog other. ) GEORGE WASHINGTON BONNELL.
55  Having thus described the invention what | - Witnesses: '
: Joaxy H. FANELL,

~is claimed is:— . _ 1 -
" 1. A burial vault including & bottom sec-| - H. P. KAUFFMAN.




