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This invention relates to hand grips for cartons, particu-
larly, though not exclusively, for cartons containing coils
of wire.

It has already been proposed to fold in a portion of
a carton wall to provide a hole having an edge serving
as a hand grip. Such a hand grip, however, was weak
and the wall of the carton above the hole had a tendency
to tear under the weight of the carton and contents.

1t is an object of the present invention to provide a
carton with a hand grip of greater strength and to obvi-
ate or mitigate tearing of the carton.

According to the invention, there is provided a carton
having a hand grip integral with one wall of the carton
and formed from said wall, said hand grip comprising
inner and outer flaps adjoining along a common fold
line, both of said flaps being foldable into the carton,
about a fold line at the outer edge of said outer flap,
and said inner flap being foldable relative to said outer
so that at least one of its edges engages the interior sur-
face of the carton. :

The flaps forming the hand grip may be defined in
the carton blank before assembly of the carton by pro-
viding crease lines and lines of at least partial cut in
one wall-forming portion of the blank.

Embodiments of the invention will now be described
by way of example, with reference to the accompany
drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a corner of a car-
ton showing one form of improved hand grip; and

FIGURE 2 is a sectional elevation of a corner of a
carton, illustrating another possible embodiment of the
invention.

Referring firstly to FIGURE 1, which illustrates the
preferred embodiment of the invention, a.corner of a car-
ton is shown comprising a top wall 1, a bottom wall 2 and
the side walls 3 and 4. A hand grip generally indicated as
5, is formed from the top wall 1 and consists of a com-
posite flap comprising an inner flap 6 and an outer flap
7 adjoining along a crease line 8. A crease line 9 is pro-
vided at the outer edge of flap 7 and lines of cut 10 are
formed in the wall 1 so that the flaps 6 and 7 can be

- folded into the carton and mutually folded about crease

line 8. FIGURE 1 shows the flaps in their final folded
position in which the side edges 6z and 6b of the inner
flap 6 and the side edges 7a and 7b of outer flap 7 abut
against the interior surfaces of walls 3 and 4, respectively,
bracing the outer flap 7 against collapse when the car-
ton is carried. Crease lines 8§ and 9 and lines of cut 10
are preferably formed in-the carton blank before assem-
bly of the carton and the lines of cut 10 may be formed
as complete cuts or as lines of partial cut, that is to say,
as lines of perforations.

When the carton is carried by the hand grip the weight
of the carton and contents is distributed around the edges
of flap 7, the edge 8 being braced by the inner flap 6
engaging the side walls of the carton, the edge 9 being
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braced by the wall of the carton thereabove and the side
edges 7a and 7b being braced by the walls of the carton
against which they abut. Thus, there is less pull on the
edge 9 than is usual in the case of hand grips formed
by folding in a flap of a carton wall and, as a conse-
quence, there is less tendency for the carton wall to
tear. Moreover, the braced flap 7 provides a more com-
fortable grip for a carrier’s hand than the sharp edge
presented by prior hand grips.

Refering now to FIGURE 2, there is shown the corner
of a carton in which the hand grip is formed from a
side wall 13, the grip again consisting of an inner flap
14 and an outer flap 15. In this case, the inner edge 16
of flap 14 engages in the corner of the carton defined
by walls 13 and 17 and again serves as a brace for the
inner edge 18 of the outer flap. The side edges of the
inner flap 14 need not be convergent in this embodiment,
in contradistinction to the FIGURE 1 embodiment.

What we claim as our invention is:

1. A carton having a hand grip integral with and formed
from a wall of the carton adjacent the periphery of said
wall, said hand grip being foldable into the carton to
leave an opening in said wall and in operative position,
being housed completely within the carton and compris-
ing first and second flap portions adjoining along a com-
mon fold line, said first flap portion extending into the car-
ton from said wall at the upper edge of said opening, and
said second flap portion extending upwardly from the
inner end of said first flap portion into engagement with
the interior surface of the carton adjacent said wall as
a brace for the inner end of said first flap portion, said
hand grip adjoining said wall along a fold line parallel
to one edge of said wall and the upper edge of said
second flap portion engaging, in operative position, in
an upper internal corner of the carton defined by said
wall and an adjacent wall. )

2. A carton having a hand grip integral with and
formed from a wall of the carton adjacent the periphery
of said wall, said hand grip being foldable into the
carton to leave an opening in said wall and in operative
position, being housed completely within the carton and
comprising first and second flap portions adjoining along
a common fold line, said first flap portion extending into
the carton from said wall at the upper edge of said open-
ing, ‘and said second flap portion extending upwardly
from the inner end of said first flap portion into engage-
ment with the interior surface of the carton adjacent said
wall as a brace for the inner end of said first flap por-
tion, said hand grip adjoining said wall along a line
disposed across a corner of said wall and extending
substantially to the edges of said wall which meet at
said corner, said first flap portion being of rectangular
shape and, in operative position, the sides of said second
flap portion converging upwardly at an angle equal to
the angle defined by the two walls of the carton adjacent
said first mentioned wall and meeting at said corner so
that, when the carton is carried by hand with said cor-
ner uppermost, the sides of said second flap portion en-
gage said two walls and brace the inner end of said
first flap portion.
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