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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a mixing device
for alow pressure EGR system of an internal combustion
engine.

PRIOR ART

[0002] AnEGR (Exhaust Gas Recirculation) system is
often present in modern internal combustion engines,
which. system feeds part of the exhaust gases produced
by the combustion into the intake conduit so as to mix
the exhaust gases with the fresh air in order to uniform
the temperature in each combustion chamber, and con-
sequently reduce the polluting substances present in the
exhaust gases which are released into the atmosphere.
[0003] An EGR system comprises an EGR conduit,
which connects the exhaust conduit to the intake conduit,
and a mixing device which is arranged at the intersection
between the EGR conduit and the intake conduit, and
which has the function of adjusting the mixing of exhaust
gas from the exhaust conduit with the fresh air present
in the intake conduit. Typically, the mixing device com-
prises a butterfly valve, which is arranged at the EGR
conduit, is actuated by an electrical motor and has the
function of varying the section of the EGR conduit to vary
the flow of exhaust gases which are introduced into the
intake conduit.

[0004] The above-described structure of the mixing
device has the advantage of being cost-effective and at
the same of allowing to rather accurately adjust the ex-
haust gas flow rate introduced into the intake conduit;
however, the above-described structure of the mixing de-
vice does not allow to accurately adjust the exhaust gas
flow rate introduced into the intake conduitin all operative
conditions, and in particular when the introduction of a
particularly high exhaust gas flow rate into the intake con-
duit is required. Furthermore, the known mixing devices
have problems of reliability over time, because the elec-
trical motor may be subjected to excessive overheating
caused by the heat coming from the EGR conduit, which
in turn is heated by the exhaust gases which flow through
the EGR conduititself, and which indicatively have a tem-
perature of at least 350-400°C.

[0005] US2005145229A1 describes a mixing device
for alow pressure EGR system of an internal combustion
engine as described in the preamble of independent
claim 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Itisthe objectof the presentinvention to provide
a mixing device for a low pressure EGR system of an
internal combustion engine, which device is free from the
above-described drawbacks, and in particular, is easy
and cost-effective to implement.
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[0007] According tothe presentinvention, a mixing de-
vice for a low pressure EGR system of an internal com-
bustion engine is provided as disclosed in the appended
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The present invention will now be described
with reference to the appended drawings, which illustrate
a non-limitative embodiment thereof, in which:

- figure 1 is a diagrammatic view of a supercharged
internal combustion engine provided with an EGR
system using a mixing device made according to the
present invention;

- figure 2is asection view of the mixing device in figure
1;

- figure 3 is a view with parts removed for clarity of an
actuating device of the mixing device in figure 1;

- figure 4 is a chart illustrating the positions of two but-
terfly valves of the mixing device in figure 1;

- figure 5 is a perspective view of the mixing device in
figure 1;

- figures 6 and 7 are two different perspective, explod-
ed views of the mixing device in figure 1; and

- figure 8 is a perspective view of an insert made of
refractory material arranged along a shaft of a main
butterfly valve of the mixing device in figure 1.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0009] In figure 1, numeral 1 indicates as a whole an
internal combustion engine supercharged by a turbo-
charger supercharging system 2.

[0010] The internal combustion engine 1 comprises
four cylinders 3, each of which is connected to an intake
manifold 4 by means of at least one respective intake
valve (not shown) and to an exhaust manifold 5 by means
of at least one respective exhaust valve (not shown). The
intake manifold 4 receives fresh air (i.e. air coming from
the external environment) through an intake conduit 6,
which is provided with an air cleaner 7 and is adjusted
by a butterfly valve 8. An intercooler 9 for cooling the
intake air is arranged along the intake conduit 6. An ex-
haust conduit 10, which feeds the exhaust gases pro-
duced by the combustion to an exhaust system, is con-
nected to the exhaust manifold 5, which exhaust system
emits the gases produced by the combustion into the
atmosphere and normally comprises at least one cata-
lyzer 11 and at least one silencer (not shown) arranged
downstream of the catalyzer 11.

[0011] The supercharging system 2 of the internal
combustion engine 1 comprises a turbocharger 12 pro-
vided with a turbine 13, which is arranged along the ex-
haust conduit 10 for rotating at high speed under the bias
of the exhaust gases expelled from the cylinders 3, and
a turbocharger 14, which is arranged along the intake
conduit 6 and is mechanically connected to the turbine
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13 in order to be rotatably fed by the turbine 13 itself so
as to increase the pressure of the air fed into the intake
conduit 6.

[0012] A bypass conduit 15 is provided along the ex-
haust conduit 10, which bypass conduit is connected in
parallel to the turbine 13 so that the ends thereof are
connected upstream and downstream of the turbine 13
itself; a wastegate 16 is arranged along the bypass con-
duit 15, which wastegate is adapted to adjust the exhaust
gas flow rate through the bypass conduit 15 and is con-
trolled by a pneumatic actuator 17. A bypass conduit 18
is provided along the intake conduit 6, which bypass con-
duit is connected in parallel to the turbocharger 14 so
that the ends thereof are connected upstream and down-
stream of the turbocharger 14 itself; a Poff valve 19 is
arranged along the bypass conduit 18, which Poff valve
is adapted to adjust the exhaust gases which flow through
the bypass conduit 18 and is controlled by an electrical
actuator 20.

[0013] The internal combustion engine 1 comprises a
low pressure EGR system 21, which recalculates part of
the exhaust gas present in the exhaust conduit 10 by
reintroducing such exhaust gases into the intake conduit
6. An EGR system 21 comprises an EGR conduit 22,
which connects the exhaust conduit 10 to the intake con-
duit 6, and a three-way mixing device 23, which is ar-
ranged at the intersection between the exhaust conduit
10 and the intake conduit 6, and which has the function
of adjusting the mixing of the exhaust gases from the
exhaust conduit 10 with the fresh air presentin the intake
conduit 6. According to a preferred embodiment, a heat
exchanger 24 is arranged along the EGR conduit 22 for
cooling the exhaust gases from the exhaust conduit 10.
[0014] The low pressure EGR system 21, i.e. the EGR
conduit 22, originates from the exhaust conduit 10 down-
stream of the catalyzer 11 so as to take the exhaust gases
which have been already treated by the catalyzer 11 itself
and which have a pressure only slightly higher than the
atmospheric pressure; in this manner, the exhaust gases
recirculated by the EGR conduit 22 are more "clean", i.e.
have a lower content of polluting substances. Such a
configuration is also named "Long-Route" EGR, because
the EGR conduit 22 must be longer than normal to reach
downstream of the catalyzer 11.

[0015] The three-way mixing device 23 connects the
intake manifold 6 to the EGR conduit 22. As shown in
greater detail in figure 2, the mixing device 23 comprises
an inlet conduit 25, which is connected in series to the
EGR conduit 22, an inlet conduit 26, which is connected
in series to a conduit coming from the air cleaner 7, and
an outlet conduit 27, which is connected in series to the
intake conduit 6.

[0016] As shown in figure 3, the inlet conduit 25 forms
a square angle with the outlet conduit 27 and forms an
obtuse angle with the inlet conduit 26, and the inlet con-
duit 26 forms an acute angle with the outlet conduit 27.
A main butterfly valve 28, which varies the section of the
inlet conduit 25 itself, is arranged along the inlet conduit
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25, and a secondary butterfly valve 26, which varies the
section of the inlet conduit 26 itself, is arranged along the
inlet conduit 26. The main valve 28 comprises a butterfly
cap 30 and a shaft 31, which supports the butterfly cap
30 and is rotationally mounted. Similarly, the secondary
butterfly valve 28 comprises a butterfly cap 32 and a shaft
33, which supports the butterfly cap 32 and is rotationally
mounted.

[0017] Asshownin figure 3, the mixing device 23 com-
prises a common actuating device 34 which controls both
the main butterfly valve 28 and the secondary butterfly
valve 29. In particular, the common actuating device 34
comprises a single common electrical motor 35, which
impresses motion to both butterfly valves 28 and 29, and
a connecting element 36, which establishes a mechani-
cal connection between the secondary butterfly valve 29
and the main butterfly valve 28 so that the reciprocal po-
sitions between the two butterfly valves 28 and 29 are
mechanically linked to one another.

[0018] According to a preferred embodiment, the com-
mon electrical motor 35 transmits motion to the main but-
terfly valve 28 and thus directly controls the position of
the main butterfly valve 28 itself; in turn, the main butterfly
valve 28 transmits motion to the secondary butterfly valve
29 by means of the connection element 36, which links
the position of the main butterfly valve 28 to the position
of the secondary butterfly valve 29. In other words, the
main butterfly valve 28 acts as "master" valve when the
secondary butterfly valve 29 acts as "slave" mimicking
the position of the main butterfly valve 28 by virtue of the
connecting element 36. In particular, the actuating device
34 comprises a gear transmission 37, which transmits
motion from a shaft of the electrical motor 35 to the shaft
31 of the main butterfly valve 28.

[0019] The gear transmission 37 comprises an initial
toothed wheel 38, integral with the electrical motor shaft
35, a final toothed wheel 39, integral with the shaft 31 of
the main butterfly valve 28, and an intermediate toothed
wheel 40, idly interposed between the initial toothed
wheel 38 integral with the shaft of the electrical motor 35
and the final toothed wheel 39 integral with the shaft 31
of the main butterfly valve 28. The intermediate toothed
wheel 40 has a first small diameter teeth crown, which
is coupled to the initial toothed wheel 38, and a second
larger diameter teeth crown, which is coupled to the final
toothed wheel 39. As a whole, the geared transmission
37 has a transmission ratio which de-multiplies the rota-
tion speed of the electrical motor 35 (i.e. the electrical
motor 35 turns faster than the shaft 31 of the main but-
terfly valve 28).

[0020] According to a preferred embodiment shown in
the appended figures, the connecting element 36 com-
prises a rigid arm 41 having one end 42, which is eccen-
trically connected to the shaft 31 of the main butterfly
valve 28 and which is opposite to the end 42 and is ec-
centrically connected to the shaft 33 of the secondary
butterfly valve 29. The end 43 of the arm 41 has an elon-
gated seat 44, which is rotationally and slidingly engaged
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by an eccentric pin 45 which is integral with the shaft 33
of the secondary butterfly valve 29 and is supported by
a plate 46 integral with the shaft 33 itself; furthermore,
the end 42 of the arm 41 is eccentrically hinged to the
shaft 31 of the main butterfly valve 28, and in particular
is hinged to the final toothed wheel 39, which is integral
with the shaft 31 itself. The rigid arm 41 has a first seg-
ment, which comprises the end 42, and a second seg-
ment, which comprises the end 43 and the elongated
seat 44, is shorter than the first segment and forms an
obtuse angle with the first segment. According to a dif-
ferent embodiment (not shown), the connecting element
36 comprises a gear set, which links the angular position
of the shaft 33 of the secondary butterfly valve 29 to the
angular position of the shaft 31 of the main butterfly valve
28.

[0021] Intheillustrated embodiment, the actuating de-
vice 34 imparts to the butterfly valves 28 and 29 a law of
motion in which the main butterfly valve 28 is completely
closed when the secondary butterfly valve 29 is com-
pletely open and vice versa; furthermore, the actuating
device 34 keeps the secondary butterfly valve 29 all open
until the main butterfly valve 28 does not reach a prede-
termined partial opening position. The description above
is illustrated in figure 4, in which the pattern of the position
(i.e. of the opening/closing degree) of the secondary but-
terfly valve 29 is shown by a dashed line and the pattern
of the position (i.e. of the opening/closing degree) of the
main butterfly valve 28 is shown with a solid line accord-
ing to the position o of the shaft of the electrical motor
35 (shown in abscissa). In figure 4, it is apparent that the
main butterfly valve 28 is all closed when the secondary
butterfly valve 29 is all open and vice versa; furthermore,
the secondary butterfly valve 29 remains all open until a
predetermined partial opening position of the main but-
terfly valve 28 is reached and starts to close only after-
wards.

[0022] It is important to observe that the relationship
between the position of the main butterfly valve 28 and
the position of the secondary butterfly valve 29 can be
easily modified by varying the conformation (shape
and/or size) of the arm 41 of the connecting element 36;
thus the relationship between the position of the main
butterfly valve 28 and the position of the secondary but-
terfly valve 29 shown in figure 4 is only an example of
the many relationships which can be obtained by means
of the actuating device 34. For example, the relationship
between the position of the main butterfly valve 28 and
the position of the secondary butterfly valve 29 may be
easily modified, simply by varying the angle between the
two segments of the arm 41 and/or by varying the length
of the two segments of the arm 41. In this manner, with
a simple modification of the arm 41 of the connecting
element 36, itis possible to even substantially modify the
mixing features of the exhaust gas present in the inlet
conduit 25 with the fresh air in the inlet conduit 26.
[0023] According to a possible embodiment (not
shown), the actuating device 34 also comprises a return
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spring which tends to push the butterfly valves 28 and
29 towards a neutral position in which the secondary but-
terfly valve 29 is all open and the main butterfly valve 28
is all closed and thus in complete absence of exhaust
gas recirculating in the intake conduit 6. In case of mal-
function of the electrical motor 35, the return spring guar-
antees that the butterfly valves 28 and 29 are moved and
kept in neutral position free from recirculated exhaust
gases in the intake conduit 6.

[0024] As shown in figure 6, the shaft 31 of the main
butterfly valve 28 has an external portion 47, which pro-
trudes from the inlet conduit 25 (through a through hole
provided with a seal) to be coupled to the actuating device
34; similarly, the shaft 33 of the secondary butterfly valve
29 also has an external portion 48, which protrudes from
the inlet conduit 26 (through a through hole provided with
a seal) to couple to the actuating device 34. The actuating
device 34 comprises a box 49, inside which the external
portion 47 of the shaft 31 of the main butterfly valve 28
and the external portion 48 of the shaft 33 of the second-
ary butterfly valve 29 penetrate. The electrical motor 35
and the gear transmission 37 are further accommodated
in the box 49. The box 49 is provided with a removable
cover 50, which is provided with an annular seat for en-
suring an adequate tightness. Furthermore, the box 49
has a cylindrical housing 51, which extends perpendic-
ularly to a bottom wall 52 of the box 49 and accommao-
dates the electric motor 35 therein. The bottom wall 52
of the box 49 has two through holes (not shown) for al-
lowing the passage of the shafts 31 and 23 of the butterfly
valves 28 and 29.

[0025] According to a preferred embodiment, the box
49 is only supported by the inlet conduit 26 (i.e. does not
touch the inlet conduit 25 in any manner and is instead
arranged at a given distance from the inlet conduit 25
itself). Furthermore, the box 49 is independent and sep-
arable from the inlet conduit 26 and is fixed to the inlet
conduit 26 by means of screws.

[0026] By virtue of the fact that the box 49 is separate
from the inlet conduit 25, the heat of the inlet conduit 25
may be transmitted to the box 49 only by radiation or
convection and not by conduction; the overheating of the
box 49 can be limited in this manner. In order to further
reduce the transmission of heat from the inlet conduit 25
to the box 49 and to the gear transmission 37, at least
one part of the external portion 47 of the shaft 31 of the
main butterfly valve 28 is made of a heat-insulating ma-
terial; in particular, the external portion 47 of the shaft 31
of the main butterfly valve 28 comprises an insert 53
made of heat-insulating material, and in particular of re-
fractory material (typically ceramic). It is worth noting that
the insert 53 has the function of both heat insulation (i.e.
of obstructing the transmission of heat by conduction
along the shaft 31 and towards the box 49 and the gear
transmission 37) and motion transmission (i.e. of trans-
mitting rotation motion along the shaft 31 between but-
terfly cap 30 and gear transmission 37).

[0027] Asshowninfigure 8, the insert 53 made of heat-
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insulating material constitutes part of the external portion
47 of the shaft 31 of the main butterfly valve 28 and is
arranged between two sections of the external portion
47 so as to thermally separate the two sections of the
external portion 47 (i.e. preventing a heat transmission
by conduction) maintaining a mechanical continuity of
the shaft 31 to transmit the rotation movement along the
shaft 31 between the butterfly cap 30 and the gear trans-
mission 37. The heat-insulating material insert 53 is me-
chanically fitted on both sides of the corresponding sec-
tions of the external portion 47; the fixed joints between
the insert 53 and the two sections of the external portion
47 also have an angular bond so as to prevent the relative
rotation between the insert 53 and the two sections of
the external portion 47 to transmit rotary movement along
the shaft 31 between the butterfly cap 30 and the gear
transmission 37. According to the embodiment shown in
figure 8, each fixed joint between the insert 53 and the
section of the external portion 47 comprises a cross-
shaped protuberance 54, which axially rises from the in-
sert 53 and is inserted in a seat 55, which is obtained in
the section of the external portion 47 which negatively
reproduces the shape of the protuberance 54.

[0028] As shown in figures 5, 6 and 7, in order to in-
crease the cooling of the electrical motor 35 (which is
heated both by effect of the heat from the inlet conduit
25 and by effect of the heat generated in use within the
electrical motor 35 itself), the cylindrical housing 51 is
provided with a plurality of cooling fins 56, which thermally
connect a wall of the cylindrical housing 51 to a wall of
the inlet conduit 26. In particular, each cooling fin 54 is
radially arranged with respect to the cylindrical housing
51 and fully envelops the cylinder housing 51 itself.
[0029] Furthermore, in order to attempt to cool the inlet
conduit 25 in proximity of the box 49 in order to reduce
the transmission of heat from the inlet conduit 25 to the
box 49 (and thus to the gear transmission 37, and above
all to electric motor 35), the inlet conduit 25 is provided
with a plurality of cooling fins 57 preferably arranged ax-
ially (i.e. parallel to the central axis of the inlet conduit 25).
[0030] The above-described mixing device 23 has
many advantages.

[0031] Firstly, the above-described mixing device 23
is simple and cost-effective to make, because a single
electrical motor 35 allows to suitably control both the main
butterfly valve 28 and the secondary butterfly valve 29.
[0032] Furthermore, by virtue of the presence of the
main butterfly valve 28 along the inlet conduit 25 and of
the secondary butterfly valve 29 along the inlet conduit
26, it is possible to always optimally adjust the mixing of
the fresh air present in the inlet conduit 26 with the ex-
haust gases present in the inlet conduit 25. In particular,
by either completely closing or nearly closing the sec-
ondary butterfly valve 29, a particularly high exhaust gas
flow rate can be introduced into the intake conduit 6, and
always adjustable with extreme accuracy.

[0033] Inthe above-described mixing device 23, mod-
ifying the mixing features of the exhaust gases in the
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EGR conduit 22 with the fresh air present in the intake
conduit 6 is simple by modifying the relationship between
the portion of the main butterfly valve 28 and the position
of the secondary butterfly valve 29 by means of a simple
replacement of the arm 41 of the connecting element 36
(arm 41 which has a very low replacement cost).
[0034] The above-described mixing device 23 is very
reliable over time, because the electrical motor 35 is ad-
equately protected from excessive overheating essen-
tially caused by the heat transmitted by the inlet conduit
25, which is heated by the exhaust gases which indica-
tively have a temperature of 350-400 °C. The thermal
protection of the electrical motor 35 is obtained by cre-
ating a separation between the box 49 and the inlet con-
duit 25, by inserting the insert 53 made of heat-insulating
material in the external portion 47 of the shaft 31 of the
main butterfly valve 28, thus making the cooling fins 56
between the housing 51 and the inlet conduit 26 and mak-
ing the cooling fins 57 of the inlet conduit 25.

[0035] Finally, the mixing device 23 has a modular
structure, because the actuating device 34 is completely
contained in the box 49 which can be separated from the
inlet conduits 25 and 26 and from the outlet conduit 27;
in this manner, the box 49 itself (i.e. the actuating device
34 itself) may be fitted on conduits 25, 26 and 27 of var-
iable size so as to make a wide range of mixing devices
23 which differ from one another by the active flow rate.

Claims

1. A mixing device (23) for a low pressure EGR system
(21) of an internal combustion engine; the mixing
device (23) comprises:

afirstinlet conduit (25), which can be connected
to an EGR conduit (22);

a second inlet conduit (26), which can be con-
nected to an intake of fresh air from outside;
an outlet conduit (27), which can be connected
to an intake conduit (6);

a main butterfly valve (28), which is arranged
within the first inlet conduit (25) to vary the sec-
tion of the first inlet conduit (25);

a secondary butterfly valve (29), which is ar-
ranged within the second inlet conduit (26) to
vary the section of the second inlet conduit (26);
and

an actuating device (34), which controls the
main butterfly valve (28) and the secondary but-
terfly valve (29) and is provided with a connect-
ing element (36), which establishes a mechan-
ical connection between the main butterfly valve
(28) and the secondary butterfly valve (29), so
that the positions of two butterfly valves (28, 29)
are mechanically linked to one another;
wherein the main butterfly valve (28) comprises
afirst butterfly cap (30) and a first shaft (31) that
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supports the first butterfly cap (30) and has a
first external portion (47) protruding from the first
inlet conduit (25) to mate with the actuating de-
vice (34);

wherein the secondary butterfly valve (29) com-
prises a second butterfly cap (32) and a second
shaft (33) supporting the second butterfly cap
(32) and has a second external portion (48)
which protrudes from the second inlet conduit
(26) to mate with the actuating device (34); and
wherein the actuating device (34) comprises a
box (49), in which the first external portion (47)
of the first shaft (31) of the main butterfly valve
(28) and the second external portion (48) of the
second shaft (33) of the secondary butterfly
valve (29) penetrate, and an electric motor (35)
which is inserted in a cylindrical housing (51) of
the box (49);

the mixing device (23) is characterized in that:

the actuating device (34) comprises single com-
mon electrical motor (35), which is inserted in
an cylindrical housing (51) of the box (49); and
the cylindrical housing (51) is fitted with a plu-
rality of first cooling fins (56), which thermally
connect a wall of the cylindrical housing (51) to
a wall of the second inlet conduit (26).

A mixing device (23) according to claim 1, wherein
the connecting element (36) comprises a rigid arm
(41) having a first end (43) eccentrically connected
toasecond shaft (33) of the secondary butterfly valve
(29), and a second end (42) which is opposite to the
first end (43) and is eccentrically connected to a first
shaft (31) of the main butterfly valve (28).

A mixing device (23) according to claim 2, wherein:

the first end (43) of the arm (41) has an elongat-
ed seat (44), which is rotationally and slidingly
engaged by an eccentric pin (45) integral with
the second shaft (31) of the main butterfly valve
(28); and

the first end (42) of the arm (41) is eccentrically
hinged to the first shaft (31) of the main butterfly
valve (28).

A mixing device (23) according to claim 3, wherein
the rigid arm (41) has a first segment comprising the
first end (43) and the elongated seat (44), and a sec-
ond segment comprising the second end (42); the
second segmentis longer than the first segment, and
forms an obtuse angle with the first segment.

A mixing device (23) according to claims 2, 3 or 4,
wherein by changing the conformation of the arm
(41) of the connecting element (36) it is possible to
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10.

11.

12.

13.

change the relationship between the position of the
main butterfly valve (28) and the position of the sec-
ondary butterfly valve (29) in order to change the
mixing features of the exhaust gases in first inlet con-
duit (25) with fresh air in the second inlet conduit (26).

A mixing device (23) according to one of claims 1 to
5, wherein by virtue of the effect of the actuating de-
vice (34) the secondary butterfly valve (29) is fully
open when the main butterfly valve (28) is fully closed
and vice versa.

A mixing device (23) according to claim 6, wherein
the actuating device (34) keeps the secondary but-
terfly valve (29) fully open until the main butterfly
valve (28) reaches a predetermined partial opening
position.

A mixing device (23) according to one of claims 1 to
7, wherein the main butterfly valve (28) comprises a
first butterfly cap (30) and a first shaft (31) supporting
the first butterfly cap (30) and has a first external
portion (47) which protrudes from the first inlet con-
duit (25) in order to mate with the actuating device
(34); at least part of the first external portion (47) of
the first shaft (31) of the main butterfly valve (28) is
made of thermally insulating material.

A mixing device (23) according to claim 8, wherein
the first external portion (47) of the first shaft (31) of
the main butterfly valve (28) comprises an insert (53)
made of heat-insulating material, and in particular,
refractory material.

A mixing device (23) according to claim 9, wherein
the insert (53) made of heat-insulating material is a
part of the first external portion (47) of the first shaft
(31) of the main butterfly valve (28) and is interposed
between two sections of the first external portion (47)
in order to thermally separate the two sections of the
first external portion (47) maintaining mechanical
continuity on the first shaft (33).

A mixing device (23) according to claim 10 wherein
the insert (53) made of heat-insulating material me-
chanically fits in the corresponding sections of the
first external portion (47) on both sides by means of
fixed joints, which also have an angular bond so as
to prevent the relative rotation between the insert
(53) and the two sections of the first external portion
(47) to transmit the rotational movement along the
first shaft (31).

A mixing device (23) according to one of claims from
1 to 11, wherein the box (49) is supported by the

second inlet conduit (26) only.

A mixing device (23) according to claim 12, wherein
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the box (49) is independent and separable from the
second inlet conduit (26) and is fixed to the second
inlet conduit (26) by means of screws.

14. A mixing device (23) according to one of claims from

1to 13, wherein each first cooling fin (56) is arranged
radially with respect to the cylindrical housing (51)
and fully envelops the cylindrical housing (51) itself.

15. A mixing device (23) according to one of claims from

1to 14, wherein the first inlet conduit (25) is provided
with a plurality of second cooling fins (57) preferably
in axial arrangement.

Patentanspriiche

Mischvorrichtung (23) fir ein Niederdruck-AGR-Sy-
stem (21) einer Brennkraftmaschine; die Mischvor-
richtung (23) weist auf:

eine erste Eintrittsleitung (25), die an eine AGR-
Leitung (22) angeschlossen werden kann;
eine zweite Eintrittsleitung (26), die an einen
Einlass fiir Frischluft von auf’en angeschlossen
werden kann;

eine Austrittsleitung (27), die an eine Einlasslei-
tung (6) angeschlossen werden kann;

eine Hauptdrossel (28), die innerhalb der ersten
Eintrittsleitung (25) angeordnet ist, um den
Querschnitt der ersten Eintrittsleitung (25) zu
verandern;

eine Nebendrossel (29), die innerhalb der zwei-
ten Eintrittsleitung (26) angeordnet ist, um den
Querschnitt der zweiten Eintrittsleitung (26) zu
verandern; und

eine Betatigungsvorrichtung (34), welche die
Hauptdrossel (28) und die Nebendrossel (29)
steuert und mit einem Verbindungselement
(36), das eine mechanische Verbindung zwi-
schen der Hauptdrossel (28) und der Neben-
drossel (29) herstellt, versehen ist, sodass die
Stellungen der zwei Drosseln (28, 29) mecha-
nisch miteinander verkn(pft sind;

wobei die Hauptdrossel (28) eine erste Drossel-
platte (30) und eine erste Welle (31), welche die
erste Drosselplatte (30) halt, aufweist und einen
ersten dulleren Teil (47) besitzt, der aus der er-
sten Eintrittsleitung (25) ragt, um mit der Beta-
tigungsvorrichtung (34) zusammengesteckt zu
werden;

wobei die Nebendrossel (29) eine zweite Dros-
selplatte (32) und eine die zweite Drosselplatte
(32) haltende, zweite Welle (33) aufweist und
einen zweiten auleren Teil (48) besitzt, der aus
der zweiten Eintrittsleitung (26) ragt, um mit der
Betatigungsvorrichtung (34) zusammenge-
steckt zu werden; und
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wobei die Betatigungsvorrichtung (34) eine Do-
se (49), in die der erste dulere Teil (47) der er-
sten Welle (31) der Hauptdrossel (28) und der
zweite dulere Teil (48) der zweiten Welle (33)
der Nebendrossel (29) eindringen, und einen
Elektromotor (35), der in ein zylindrisches Ge-
hause (51) der Dose (49) eingesetzt ist, auf-
weist;

die Mischvorrichtung (23) ist dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass:

die Betétigungsvorrichtung (34) einen einzelnen
gemeinsamen Elektromotor (35) aufweist, der
in ein zylindrisches Gehduse (51) der Dose (49)
eingesetzt ist; und

das zylindrische Gehduse (51) mit einer Vielzahl
erster Kihlrippen (56) versehen ist, die eine
Wand des zylindrischen Gehauses (51) ther-
misch mit einer Wand der zweiten Eintrittslei-
tung (26) verbinden.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Verbindungselement (36) einen starren Arm (41) mit
einem ersten Ende (43), das mit einer zweiten Welle
(33) der Nebendrossel (29) exzentrisch verbunden
ist, und einem zweiten Ende (42), das sich gegen-
Uber dem ersten Ende (43) befindet und mit einer
ersten Welle (31) der Hauptdrossel (28) exzentrisch
verbunden ist, aufweist.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 2, wobei:

das erste Ende (43) des Arms (41) einen ver-
langerten Sitz (44) besitzt, der von einem mit
der zweiten Welle (31) der Hauptdrossel (28)
einteiligen, exzentrischen Stift (45) drehbar und
gleitend ergriffen wird; und

das erste Ende (42) des Arms (41) mit der ersten
Welle (31) der Hauptdrossel (28) exzentrisch
angelenkt verbunden ist.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 3, wobei der
starre Arm (41) ein erstes Segment, welches das
erste Ende (43) und den verlangerten Sitz (44) auf-
weist, und ein zweites Segment, welches das zweite
Ende (42) aufweist, besitzt; das zweite Segment ist
langer als das erste Segment und bildet mit dem
ersten Segment einen stumpfen Winkel.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 2, 3 oder 4,
wobei es durch Andern der Gestaltung des Arms (41)
des Verbindungselements (36) mdglich ist, die Be-
ziehung zwischen der Stellung der Hauptdrossel
(28) und der Stellung der Nebendrossel (29) zu an-
dern, um die Mischungseigenschaften der Abgase
in der ersten Eintrittsleitung (25) mit Frischluft in der
zweiten Eintrittsleitung (26) zu &ndern.
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Mischvorrichtung (23) nach einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 5, wobei infolge der Wirkung der Betatigungsvor-
richtung (34) die Nebendrossel (29) vollstandig ge-
offnetist, wenn die Hauptdrossel (28) vollstéandig ge-
schlossen ist und umgekehrt.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 6, wobei die
Betatigungsvorrichtung (34) die Nebendrossel (29)
vollstandig gedffnet halt, bis die Hauptdrossel (28)
eine vorgegebene, teilweise gedffnete Stellung er-
reicht.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 7, wobei die Hauptdrossel (28) eine erste Dros-
selplatte (30) und eine die erste Drosselplatte (30)
haltende, erste Welle (31) aufweist und einen ersten
auBeren Teil (47) besitzt, der aus der ersten Eintritts-
leitung (25) ragt, um mit der Betatigungsvorrichtung
(34) zusammengesteckt zu werden; mindestens ein
Teil des ersten auReren Teils (47) der ersten Welle
(31) der Hauptdrossel (28) ist aus thermisch isolie-
rendem Material hergestellt.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 8, wobei der
erste dullere Teil (47) der ersten Welle (31) der
Hauptdrossel (28) einen aus warmeisolierendem
Material und insbesondere feuerfestem Material her-
gestellten Einsatz (53) aufweist.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 9, wobei der
aus warmeisolierendem Material hergestellte Ein-
satz (53) Teil des ersten dufieren Teils (47) der er-
sten Welle (31) der Hauptdrossel (28) ist und zwi-
schen zwei Abschnitte des ersten duReren Teils (47)
eingefiigt ist, um die zwei Abschnitte des ersten au-
Reren Teils (47) unter Beibehaltung der mechani-
schen Kontinuitat auf der ersten Welle (33) ther-
misch zu trennen.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 10, wobei der
aus warmeisolierendem Material hergestellte Ein-
satz (53) auf beiden Seiten mechanisch in die ent-
sprechenden Abschnitte des ersten duleren Teils
(47) mittels fester Verbindungen passt, die auch ei-
nen winkelfdrmige Verband besitzen, um die relative
Drehung zwischen dem Einsatz (53) und den zwei
Abschnitten des ersten dufleren Teils (47) zu ver-
hindern, damit die Drehbewegung entlang der ersten
Welle (31) Ubertragen wird.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 11, wobei die Dose (49) nur von der zweiten Ein-
trittsleitung (26) gehalten wird.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach Anspruch 12, wobei die
Dose (49) unabhangig und von der zweiten Eintritt-
leitung (26) trennbar ist und mittels Schrauben an
der zweiten Eintrittsleitung (26) befestigt ist.
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Mischvorrichtung (23) nach einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 13, wobei jede erste KiihIrippe (56) radial in Be-
zug auf das zylindrische Gehause (51) angeordnet
ist und das zylindrische Gehause (51) ganz um-
schlief3t.

Mischvorrichtung (23) nach einem der Anspriiche 1
bis 14, wobei die erste Eintrittsleitung (25) mit einer
Vielzahl zweiter Kihlrippen (57) vorzugsweise in
axialer Anordnung versehen ist.

Revendications

1.

Dispositif de mélange (23) pour un systeme EGR
basse pression (21) d’'un moteur a combustion inter-
ne; le dispositif de mélange (23) comprenant :

un premier conduit d’admission (25) pouvant
étre raccordé a un conduit EGR (22);

un second conduit d’admission (26) pouvant
étre raccordé a une admission d’air frais de I'ex-
térieur;

un conduit de sortie (27) pouvant étre raccordé
a un conduit d’admission (6);

une vanne papillon principale (28), disposée a
l'intérieur du premier conduit d’admission (25)
pour faire varier la section du premier conduit
d’admission (25);

une vanne papillon secondaire (29), disposée a
l'intérieur du second conduit d’admission (26)
pour faire varier la section du second conduit
d’admission (26); et

un actionneur (34) qui commande la vanne pa-
pillon principale (28) et la vanne papillon secon-
daire (29) et est pourvu d’un élément de liaison
(36) qui établit une liaison mécanique entre la
vanne papillon principale (28) et la vanne pa-
pillon secondaire (29) de sorte que les positions
des deux vannes papillon (28, 29) soient méca-
niguement reliées entre elles;

la vanne papillon principale (28) comprenant un
premier couvercle papillon (30) et un premier
arbre (31) qui supporte le premier couvercle pa-
pillon (30) et présente une premiére portion ex-
terne (47) faisant saillie du premier conduit d’ad-
mission (25) pour s’accoupler avec I'actionneur
(34);

la vanne papillon secondaire (29) comprenant
un second couvercle papillon (32) et un second
arbre (33) qui supporte le second couvercle pa-
pillon (32) et présente une seconde portion ex-
terne (48) faisant saillie du second conduit d’ad-
mission (26) pour s’accoupler avec I'actionneur
(34), et

I'actionneur (34) comprenant un caisson (49)
dans lequel pénétrent la premiére portion exter-
ne (47) du premier arbre (31) de la vanne pa-
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pillon principale (28) et la seconde portion ex-
terne (48) du second arbre (33) de la vanne pa-
pillon secondaire (29), et un moteur électrique
(35) qui estinséré dans un logement cylindrique
(51) du caisson (49);

le dispositif de mélange (23) étant caractérisé en
ce que:

I'actionneur (34) comprend un moteur électrique
commun unique (35) qui est inséré dans un lo-
gement cylindrique (51) du caisson (49); et

le logement cylindrique (51) est doté d’une plu-
ralité de premiéres ailettes de refroidissement
(56) qui relient thermiquement une paroi du lo-
gement cylindrique (51) a une paroi du second
conduit d’admission (26).

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel I'élément de liaison (36) comprend un
bras rigide (41) dont une premiére extrémité (43) est
reliée excentriquement a un second arbre (33) de la
vanne papillon secondaire (29), et dont une seconde
extrémité (42) est opposée a la premiére extrémité
(43) et estreliée excentriquement a un premier arbre
(31) de la vanne papillon principale (28).

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel :

la premiére extrémité (43) du bras (41) présente
un logement (44) allongé qui est mis en prise a
rotation et coulissement par un axe excentrique
(45) solidaire du second arbre (31) de la vanne
papillon principale (28); et

la premiere extrémité (42) du bras (41) est ex-
centriguementarticulée surle premier arbre (31)
de la vanne papillon principale (28).

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel le bras rigide (41) présente un premier
segment comprenant la premiére extrémité (43) et
lelogement allongé (44), etun second segment com-
prenant la seconde extrémité (42); le second seg-
ment est plus long que le premier segment, et forme
un angle obtus avec le premier segment.

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon les revendications
2, 3 ou 4, dans lequel, en changeant la conformation
du bras (41) de I'élément de liaison (36), il est pos-
sible de modifier la relation entre la position de la
vanne papillon principale (28) et la position de la van-
ne papillon secondaire (29) afin de modifier les ca-
ractéristiques de mélange des gaz d’échappement
dans le premier conduit d’admission (25) avec de
I'air frais présent dans le second conduit d’admission
(26).
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6.

10.

11.

12.

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon 'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 5, dans lequel, sous I'effet de
I'actionneur (34), la vanne papillon secondaire (29)
est complétement ouverte lorsque la vanne papillon
principale (28) est complétement fermée, et vice ver-
sa.

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 6,
dans lequel I'actionneur (34) maintient la vanne pa-
pillon secondaire (29) a I'état complétement ouvert
jusqu’a ce que la vanne papillon principale (28) at-
teigne une position d’ouverture partielle prédétermi-
née;

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon I'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 7, dans lequel la vanne pa-
pillon principale (28) comprend un premier couvercle
papillon (30) et un premier arbre (31) qui supporte
le premier couvercle papillon (30) et présente une
premiére portion externe (47) faisant saillie du pre-
mier conduit d’admission (25) pour s’accoupler avec
I'actionneur (34); au moins une partie de la premiére
portion externe (47) du premier arbre (31) de la van-
ne papillon principale (28) étant réalisée dans un ma-
tériau thermo-isolant.

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 8,
dans lequel la premiére portion externe (47) du pre-
mier arbre (31) de la vanne papillon principale (28)
comprend un insert (53) en matériau thermo-isolant,
et en particulier, en matériau réfractaire.

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 9,
dans lequel l'insert (53) en matériau thermo-isolant
fait partie de la premiére portion externe (47) du pre-
mier arbre (31) de la vanne papillon principale (28)
et est interposé entre deux sections de la premiére
portion externe (47) afin de séparer thermiquement
les deux sections de la premiére portion externe (47),
maintenant la continuité mécanique sur le premier
arbre (33).

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel l'insert (53) en matériau thermo-isolant
s’ajuste mécaniquement dans les sections corres-
pondantes de la premiére portion externe (47) sur
les deux cbdtés au moyen d’articulations fixes, les-
quelles présentent également une liaison angulaire
afin d’empécher la rotation relative entre 'insert (53)
et les deux sections de la premiére portion externe
(47) pour transmettre le mouvement de rotation le
long du premier arbre (31).

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon 'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 11, dans lequel le caisson
(49) est supporté uniquement par le second conduit
d’admission (26).



13.

14.

15.
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Dispositif de mélange (23) selon la revendication 12,
dans lequel le caisson (49) est indépendant et sé-
parable du second conduit d’admission (26) et est
fixé au second conduit d’admission (26) au moyen
de vis.

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon I'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 13, dans lequel chaque pre-
miére ailette de refroidissement (56) est disposée
radialement par rapport au logement cylindrique (51)
et enveloppe complétement le logement (51) lui-mé-
me.

Dispositif de mélange (23) selon I'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 14, dans lequel le premier
conduit d’admission (25) est pourvu d'une pluralité
de secondes ailettes de refroidissement (57), de pré-
férence selon un agencement axial.
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