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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY P. STICHTER, 

of Pottsville, in the county of Schuylkill and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and Improved Step-Ladder, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification: 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep 
resents a perspective view of my improved 
step-ladder; and Fig. 2, a detail sectional side 
view of the top part of ladder, showing 
method of seating brace therein. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
The invention will first be fully described, 

and then pointed out in the claim. 
In the drawing, A represents the main part 

or body of a step-ladder, and B the brace part, 
which is connected thereto by lever-arms C, 
pivoted to the sides of body and brace for ad 
initting the ready swinging of the brace from 
its folded-up position along the body of the 
ladder into inclined supporting position to 
Ward the same. The upper rounded-off ends 
of the brace B fit into corresponding recesses 
a near the top part of body A, and have here 
tofore been seated therein, for giving stability 

to the brace by carefully introducing the 
brace ends to the recesses. This has been in 
convenient, especially in larger and leavier 
step-ladders; and I have, therefore, connected 
the upper parts of the body and brace with an 
additional set of pivoted guide-levers, D, that 
are made of such length alnd applied in such 
a manner that, on the throwing open of the 
brace, the direct positive entering and seating 
of the brace ends into the recesses of the body 
is produced without the least inconvenience 
and loss of time. The brace is then further 
more locked by pivot-hooks and staples, and 
offers greater security and stability when in 
LS0. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letter's Pat 
ent 
A ladder having the upper ends of brace 

legs hook-held in groove-seats at a of the body, 
as shown and described, to prevent the brace 
from slipping or folding up. 
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