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This invention relates to a cigarette ‘con-
tainer. _ :
An object of my invention is the construc-
.- tion of a simple and efficient cigarette con-
~ 8 tainer that will be easily manually operated
for discharging a single cigarette into the
hand of the operator. : )
Another object of my invention is the pro-
- vision of separator means operated directly
10 by the door of the container for permitting
only one cigarette to be discharged at a time.
A still further object of my invention is
‘the construction of an efficiently operated cig-
arette container, which can be easily attached
15 to-the dash or instrument: board of a motor
vehicle. D . -
With the foregoing and other objects in
view, my invention comprises certain novel
constructions, combinations and arrange-
20 ments of parts as will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed, illustrated - in' the accompanying
drawing, and more particularly pointed-out
in the appended claims. .
In the drawing: , o
Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective
view of a motor vehicle showing the pre-
ferred embodiment.of my invention attached
thereto. , _ _ ‘
Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view
80 taken on line 2—2, Figure 1, and looking in
the direction of the arrows. : :
Figure 3 is a view in rear elevation of the
cigarette container, showing the  primary
bracket broken away. ~
Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on line
4—4, Figure 3, and looking in the direction
of the arrows. : :
Figure 5 is a perspective view of another
.. embodiment of my invention, while
40 Figure 6 is another embodiment of the
casing.
Referring to the drawing by numerals, 1
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designates the instrument board of a motor h
tion of brackets 10 and door 5 is hingedly

vehicle, to which the preferred embodiment
45 of my invention can be easily secured.

The preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion comprises a casing 2 which includes the
front 3 and the back 4. The casing 2 is pref-
erably hopper-like in shape (Fig. 2), so as

%0 to readily feed the cigarettes downwardly to-

wards the discharge lower end, which is closed
by door 5. A suitably hinged cover 6 closes
the upper or inlet end of the casing 2.

A primary bracket 7 is fastened to the back.

4. This bracket 7 is provided with a hori-
zontal bolt 8, which is furnished with lock
nuts 9, whereby the bolt cdn be prevented
from accidentally rotating. The container is

ing the bracket 7 up on the board, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, and then the operator can
reach his hand under the instrument board
and tighten the bolt for clamping the instru-

-
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‘placed upon the mstrument board 1 by shov- ..
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ment board, whereby the container is held .

nicely positioned on the instrument board,
convenient to the driver of the motor vehicle.
" Extending. rearwardly from the back 4
and at the bottom thereof, is a pair of par-
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allel auxiliary brackets 10. Each bracket 10 .

is-formed of a section 11 extending rear-
wardly from the side of the container and
also from a section 12 extending outwardly
from the back of the container (Fig. 8), pro-

(0

ducing the bracket. When the container is

on the instrument board (Fig. 1), the upper
edges of the brackets will bear against the
lower edge of the instrument board, whereby
the contamer is kept in an upright position,
since if this novel structure was not involved,
it might pivot around at the point engaged by
the inner end of the bolt 8. - Therefore, it
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will be seen that I have provided a fasten-

ing means for securing a container to a sup-
port and with means for preventing the con-
tainer from moving out of position upon the
support. - The horizontal ‘portion 11 (Fig. 2)
of the primary bracket 7 has its top face in
horizontal alignment with the top edges of
the brackets 10, assisting in holding the con-
tainer in an upright position, but it requires
the top edges of the brackets 10 to produce an
entirely satisfactory result. . R

A rod 12 extends through the lower por-

mounted on this rod, by having portions 13
rolled (Fig. 8) around the rod. This door
5 is preferably provided with two rearward-
Iy and upwardly extending fingers 14, which
register with a- similar number of. slots 15
formed in the back 4. Resilient spring sep-
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arators 16 are provided. Tach separator
comprises a flat spring bowed or U-shape
at its outer end; this outer end engages the
back of a finger 14. The inner end of each
separator is soldered or otherwise suitably
fastened to the back 4. Kach separator
works in one of the elongated slots 15. A

“ coil spring 17 (Fig. 8) is on rod 12 with one
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end 18 bearing against the back of the casing
and the other end 19 bearing against the in-
ner face of one of the fingers 14, so asto ex-
ert a positive closing action on the door when

‘manual pressure is removed from the integral
lever 20; this lever 20 extends from the Tight

end of the door. 7

"A piece of cloth 21 is fastened in the cas-
ing (Fig. 4) near the discharge end there-
of; this cloth or “cloth flap” is suitably treat-
ed, or moistened, for preserving the flavor of
the cigarettes. This cloth also acts as a cush-
ioning pad for the separators when pressing
against the cigarettes in the casing.

In Figure 5, I have shown a casing 1a pro-
vided with a front opening 22, which is closed
by suitable means such as glass or isinglass.

- Of course, the casing can be made in many
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shapes, such for instance, as shown in Fig-
ure 6, but my preferred form is shown in
Figures 1 to 4. R :

In operation, the casing is loaded from
the top and the cigarettes are fed singular-
ly through the lower end in the following
manner. There is always a cigarette at the

Tlower end as indicated by “A” (Fig. 2),

dotted lines, and as the operator presses
downwardly upon the lever or grip 20, fingers
14 will force the separators through slots 15
into the casing against the cigarettes, above
the cigarette “A”, crowding them back
slightly and holding them from being dis-
charged while the door is opened.” Then

. when the door is released by the operator,
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spring 17 will quickly close it, while the
bowed lower ends of the separators are mov-
ing back through the slots 15 to their normal

‘position outside of the casing 4. Thave found

from actual experience with a full size work-
ing device that the operation is as stated, and
works perfectly for singly delivering the cig-
arettes into the operator’s hand. The dotted
lines in Figs. 2 and 4 illustrate the operation

~ of the spring separators as just described,
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with the cloth 21 operating as a cushion, for
substantially distributing the pressure of the
separators uniformly throughout the length
of the engaged cigarette or cigarettes.

Tt is to be understood that I use the word
“cigarette” or “cigarettes” in this specifica-
tion and claims in a generic sense, meaning
any article that may be handled when- dis-
charged in a similar manner.

‘While the spring separators tend to close
door 5, by reason of being under. pressure
when the door is partly or entirely open, still
spring 17 performs a useful function in in-
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creasing the pressure on the door for auto-
matically closing the same when the operator
releases the lever or grip 20.

While I have described the preferred em-
bodiments of my invention and illustrated
the same in the accompanying drawing, cer-
tain minor changes or alterations may appear
to one skilled in the art to which this in-
vention relates, during the extensive manu-
facture of the same, and I, therefore, re-
serve the right to make such changes or al-

terations as shall fairly fall within the scope

of the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a casing provided in its back
with a plurality of longitudinally extending
elongated slots, flat spring separators fas-
tened at their inner ends to the back of said

casing and having their outer ends bowed

in said elongated slots, a hinged door on said
casing and provided with rearwardly and up-
wardly extending fingers corresponding in
number to-said flat spring separators, and
said fingers engaging the bowed ends of said
spring separators, substantially as shown and
described. . : S T
2. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a casing, a plurality of sep-

arators moving in and out of said casing, a .

cushioning unit in said -casing over all of
said separators for delivering a uniform:pres-
sure throughout the length of a cigarette when
said separators move into said casing, and

a movable door on said casing and provided .

with means for operating said separators

when said door is moving to an open posi-

tion. ' o ~
3. In a device of the class described, the

combination of a casing, a plurality of spring -

separators carried by said casing and adapt-
ed to be foreced by a door opening into said
casing, a cloth constituting a flap attached
to the wall of said casing and depending
across the path of movement of said spring
separators, and a door provided with means
acting on said spring separators for operat-
ing the same when said door is moved.to an
open position. : Tt

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature. S
: LESLIE BEN GOODMAN,
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