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1. 

... This invention is a novel billfold, or pocket re 
Ceptacle of the kind which has one or more long 
pockets to carry paper money or the like, and is 
composed of leather or analogous limp material, 
and closes by folding or doubling endwise into a 
compact form and is readily openable for acceSS 
to the money bills, and usually with accessory 
pockets for carrying tickets or other Small flat 
articles. 
The general object of the present invention is to 

afford a billfold which is of strong and durable 
structure, compact and of improved convenience 
in use. A particular object is to provide a bill 
fold of a structure wherein the corners, near the 
ends of the long bill pocket, are of improved ar 
rangement and strength. A further object is to 
provide an efficient billfold structure which is con 
venient and economical in manufacture, and 
which presents a sightly appearance, free of un 
finished edges. Other and further objects and 
advantages of the invention will be explained in 
the hereinafter following description of one or 
more illustrative embodiments. To the attain 
ment of such objects and advantages the present 
invention consists in the novel billfold and the 
novel features of structure and arrangement 
herein illustrated or described. 

In the accompanying drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a face view of a leather blank of a form 

suitable for the manufacture of the billfold here 
of, and preferably consists of a single integral 
piece of leather of designated conformation and 
structure; the blank being shown in its original 
or fully open condition excepting that the lower 
One of the righthand side Sections is shown up 
folded upon another section, but its original dis 
position is shown in dot-and-dash lines. 

Fig. 2 is an interior face view similar to Fig. 1 
but with both lefthand and both righthand sec 
tions Completely upfolded, into their final posi 
tions but not yet there attached, 

Fig. 3 is a similar interior face view of the com 
pleted billfold, including the elements shown in 
FigS. 1 and 2 and an additional element or bridg 
ing piece extending across the general hinge line, 
and with a superposed small interior pocket added 
at the lefthand side, and also with an inserted 
object occupying a righthand pocket. 

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal Sectional view taken 
on the Section line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a transverse Sectional view taken on 
the section line 5-5 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6, showing a modification, is a view simi 
lar to the lower lefthand portion of Fig. 1, illus 
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2 
while Fig. 7, on an enlarged scale, is a view simi 
lar to the upper lefthand corner of Fig. 3, but 
Showing the modified corner structure of Fig. 6. 

Referring first to Figs. 1 to 5, these illustrate a 
billfold composed of general left and right sec 
tions foldable together about a central vertical 
hinge line up, and consisting essentially of three 
layers A, B and C all formed preferably from a 
Single integral flat leather blank. As in the orig 
inal blank the three layers may be described as 
follows. The first or outer layer comprises a 
lefthand Section A and a righthand section A 
mutually continuous across the transverse hinge 
line U, this layer eventually forming the Outer 
Wall of the long bill pocket and of the billfold. A 
top marginal band consisting of continuous left 
and right integral sections D and D' is adapted 
to be folded down about a first fold line a upon 
the first layer AA', and to be secured adhesively 
there, in a manner that Will appear by compar 
ing Figs. 1 and 2, thus to provide a finished top 
edge ac to the completed billfold, and a narrow 
width of interior margin, the lower raw edge of 
which becomes concealed by other elements. 
The second or inner layer of the billfold com 

prises the lefthand Section B and righthand sec 
tion B' integral with the outer layer along the 
foldline y. Like the first layer the second is of 
the full length. Of the billfold, whereas its end sec 
tions each terminates short of the central hinge 
line D, So that interference is avoided with the 
easy closing and opening of the case about such 
hinge line. For their main extent however the 
inner layer sections are of slightly less vertical 
Width than the outer section or wall, so that the 
margin Strip DD’ shows above them, but wide 
enough to Overlap and conceal the lower edge of 
the downfolded marginal strip. 
The third or intermediate layer comprises the 

opposite end sections C and C' integral with the 
second layer along the foldlines 2 and 2' and 
spaced apart or with a gap so as to be clear of the 
hinge line and facilitate opening and closing; and 
the sections CC' preferably extend endwise to 
the full length of layers A and B, as shown, thus 
to be caught and held by the Stitched Seam. 
This assemblage of the three layers A, B and 

C, when folded up in the manner shown in Fig. 
2, and stitched around as in Fig. 3 provides, first, 
an upwardly opening full length bill pocket, be 
tween the Sectional layers BB and CC and the 
first or main layer AA', and, second, two short 
length inner pockets, each provided between a 

trating a somewhat different form of structure; 55 second layer section B or B' and a third layer sec 
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tion C or C, and these pockets opening toward 
the hinge of the billfold. 
The stitching to attach the elements together 

and complete the billfold is very simply provided 
by a continuous seam tuv extending up along the 
left end at t, connecting the elements A, B and C, 
and thence along the top at it including the tabs 
G. and G' and marginal band DD', and thence 
down along the right end at , connecting the 
elements A, B and C'. 
An advantageous corner construction is ShOWn, 

referring to the upper left and right corners of the 
billfold. It is noted that the second Or inner lay 
er BB' is slightly narrower than the main Or 
outer layer, other than at the corners, but is Wide 
enough to overlie the lower edge of the top mar 
ginal band D, which lies turned down. and ad 
hering upon the Outer layer or Wall, thus in Con 
junction with a bridge piece to be described coV 
ering and concealing the lower edge of the imar 
iginal band. The main or bill pocket is more read 
ily opened by having the outer layer or wall slight 
ly 'wider than the other layers, as described, but 
this creates certain problems in respect to pro 
viding a sightly and strong corner construction, 
which by this invention is provided as follows. 

Referring to Fig. 1 the blank, at each end, is cut 
or partially slit by an incision FF, each of these 
incisions being cut into one of the end sections 
C or C, commencing at a point on the foldline 2 
or 2' and extending thence to the end of the Sec 
tion C or C', thus producing notches in the Sec 
tions C and C which later become concealed and 
producing tabs G and G' on the contiguous por 
tion of the sections B and B' of the inner layer. 
These tabs are of such extent that when the ele 
iments are folded up as in Fig. 2 each of the tabs 
reaches from the fold line 2 or 2' OutWardly and 

- upwardiy, to the extreme corner of the billfold; in 
other words the width of each tab G and G' is 
the same as the distance between the parallel fold 
lines. 2 and ac. Each tab conforms to the end of 
the oblong billfold, and is shown in Fig. 3 as 
extending for a short distance along the upper 
edge, in other words, around the substantially 
square corner, so that each tab is securely fixed 
and held by the general peripheral stitching of 
the billfold. As thus specifically constructed and 
attached, the tabs G and G' produce an appre 
cable overhang which correspondingly restricts 
the entrance to the bill pocket. At a slight sacri 
fice in corner strength this objection can be Over 
come as illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7 in which the 
incision 'F' at each end is so disposed that the 
corresponding tab G reaches clear to the ex 
treme upper corner of the outer layer but does 
not, extend appreciably along the top edge thereof. 

In order to span the gap between the left and 
right sections of the inier and intermediate lay 
ters and thus complete: the closure of the bill pock 
et a bridge-piece H is provided, being preferably 
a separate member of leather, positioned by the 
spaced-apart sections and extending across the 
thinge line up, and preferably being long enough 
“to extend well within the two facing inner pock 
ets, as shown in Fig. 3, partly in dotted lines, and 
in Figs. 4 and 5. For example, the bridge-piece 
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iH -at its righthand end may be attached or 
Stitched to the section C before the billfold is 
peripherally seamed, and its left-hand end may 
be extended slidingly within the pocket between 
sections B. and C, thus to adapt itself to opening 
and closing movements. 

Aspecific preferred arrangement is that while 
the bridge-piece. His behind the inner layer sec 
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tions BB', it is disposed in front of the upstand 
ing tongue E of the inner layer, thus concealing 
the tongue. As seen in Figs. 1 to 3 the slots or 
recesses E, E' of the inner layer between the 
tongue E and the adjacent sections are prefer 
ably terminated slightly short of the lower fold 
line y; so that the bridge-piece, passing through 
these two slots, in front of the tongue but behind 
the sections, is positioned with its lower edge 
sightly above the lower edge orifoldline y of the 
billfold. Stated otherwise, the tongue is tucked 
beneath the bridging element and the latter is 
kept above the bottom edge, which thus presents 
a sightly finished appearance, along the fold line 
y, extending the entire length of the billfold. 
As appears on the drawing the upstanding 

tongue E which straddles the hinge line is aif 
forded and defined by the slits E, E' in the inner 
layer, these slits terminating well short of the 
fold line y between the outer and inner layers A 
and b, thus to leave, an uninterrupted lower mar 
gin of substantial width of inner layer for the en 
tirelength of the billfold, thus affording a lower 
edge finish without interruption from end to end. 

Further features illustrated on the drawings 
comprise an extra or attached interior pocket J, 
shown in FigS. 3, 4 and 5, consisting of a piece 
of leather-Stitched around three sides upon one 
of the Second layer Sections B or 3, for example 
the lefthand section B, such a pocket being useful 
to carry tickets or similar Small fiat articles, and 
the pocket preferably opening toward the hinge 
for greater safety of its contentS. FigS. 3 and 4 
also show the inner pocket between the righthand 
Sections B and C's as occupied by a small article 
K which Inay be in the nature of , an index or 
booklet, or a miniature case with inside pockets 
of its own for carrying business cards and the 
like. If desired the main, long or bill pocket 
may be subdivided into two compartments, in a 
well known manner, for example by inserting or 
securing within the pocket an inside wall or di 
vider so that for example bills of large denomi 
nation inay be segregated from others; and such 
divider wall construction may be provided ana 
logously to the divider wall D' shown in the prior 
patent of Stanley No. 2,328,400 of August 31, 1943. 

Theire have thus been described-representative 
en bodiments of the present invention, and the 
several features thereof; but since many matters 
of -combination, construction, arrangement and 
design may be variously modified without depart 
i"g from the novel principles, it is not intended 
to limit the invention to such matters except to 
the extent set forth in the appended claim. 
What is claimed is:. . . . 
A billfold having left and right halves foldable 

together about a central vertical hinge line, and 
COinSisting -eSSentially of three connected layers 
formed from a Single flat blank, and character 
ized as follows; the first or outer layer being of 
the full length and vertical Width of the bill 
fold; the second or inner layer being an up 
folded part of the blank contiguous to the Outer 
layer and comprising spaced-apart left and right 
end Sections each terminating short of the cen 
tral hinge line and comprising also at the Iower 
middle between Said end Sections an upstand 
iing tongue straddling the hinge line, whereby 
Said inner layer end sections and tongue in coop 
eration with the outer layer.preserit a continuous 
finished bottom edge orifold; said central tongue 
being defined by slits in the inner layer extend 
ing downwardly between the end sections and 
tongue butterminating well short of the fold line 
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between the outer and inner layers thereby to 
leave an uninterrupted lower margin of Substan 
tial width of inner layer; the third or interme 
diate layer being a part of the blank contiguous 
to the inner layer and comprising Spaced-apart 
and downfolded left and right end sections dis 
posed between the Outer and inner layers; to 
gether With a longitudinally slidable bridge Wall 
extending across the hinge line behind the left 
and right sections of the inner layer but through 
Such slots and in front of and concealing the said 
upstanding tongue, said bridge wall being at 
tached at one end only to one of the Walls between 
which it lies and Spanning the gap between such 
left and right end Sections, and slidable at its 
unattached other end with the opening and clos 
ing of the billfold; such arrangement of layers 
being end-closed by edge stitching through the 
ends of the outer and inner layers and said outer 
and intermediate layers providing an upwardly 
Opening full length bill pocket the inner side of 
which is centrally closed by said bridge layer; 
and Said billfold being further characterized in 
that the third or intermediate layer at the outer 
end of each Section is formed with an incision 
extending from an end edge point, which is lo 
cated below the fold line between the interme 
diate and inner layers by a distance equal to the 
Width of the exposed top margin of the outer lay 
er, to a point on said fold line which is located 
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somewhat inwardly from the end edge, thereby to 
form an upstanding corner tab on said inner Sec 
tion of a size to reach upwardly beyond the inner 
layer to the extreme upper corner of the outer 
layer along the end edge thereof and appreciably 
around the corner for a short distance along the 
top edge of the Outer layer, and in that the afore 
said end-closing stitching extends upwardly to 
attach said upstanding tab to the Outer layer 
along the end and thence around the corner to 
attach the tab partly to the upper edge of the 
Outer Section. 

LEOPOLD G. STANLEY. 
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