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Filed Feb. 14, 1961, Ser. No. §9,270
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This invention relates to devices of a modified c¢ross-
shaped contour for storage of a multiplitcy of first aid
materials and equipment in a manner to render the same
quickly accessible for immediate use while, at the same
time, insuring protection to the stored first aid material
when not in use.

More particularly, the invention deals with a device
employing a central vertically long section, within which
is disposed a cross-shaped rim, dividing the central por-
tion of said vertical section into a series of three upper
and three lower drawer conirolled compartments substan-
tially of the same dimensions, separated by one long
drawer section.

Further, the invention deals with a device of the char-
acter described having what may be termed side wing
sections extending from the central portion of the long
vertical section, in which are compartments for reception
of drawers and containers, said wing sections, in combi-
nation with the vertical central section, giving to the
device a modified cross-shaped peripheral contour.

Still more particularly, the invention deals with a device
of the character described, wherein the front peripheral
portions of the entire device include a cross-shaped clo-
sure rim, including an outer transparent facing sheet form-
ing a closure for the front of the entire device.

The novel features of the invention will be best under-
stood from the following description, when taken together
with the accompanying drawing, in which certain em-
bodiments of the invention are disclosed and, in which,
the separate parts are designated by suitable reference
characters in each of the views and, in which:

FIG. 1 is a front diagrammatic view of a device made
according to my invention, with parts of the construction
broken away and in section.

FIG. 2 is a central vertical section on the line 2—2
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a partial section on the line 3—3 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a partial section on the line 4—4 of FIG. 1;
and

FIG. 5 is a partial section on the line 5—5 of FIG. 1.

The present application is a continuation-in-part of
the structure disclosed in my application Serial Number
830,488, filed July 30, 1959, now Patent No. 2,999,583,

My improved device comprises a casing, generally in
the form of a modified cross, in other words, comprising
a vertically long central section 1¢ and two laterally ex-
tending wing sections 11 and 12. The central section
18 has primary top and bottom walls 13 and 14. Ex-
tending beyond the wails 13 and 14 are projecting frame
portions 15 and 16, respectively, which consist simply in
side and back members. These frame portions are sub-
stantially L-shaped in cross-sectional form and form com-
partments 17 and 18, the compartment 17 ‘being adapted
to receive a first aid instruction booklet; whereas, the
lower compartment 18 is adapted to support a two-part
hinged board or panel, as diagrammatically illustrated at
19, which may have on a surface thereof first aid instruc-
tions quickly visible to the user of the device. 19, when
removed and extended, will form a table-like platform.

The central section 10 includes side walls 20 and 21
integral with the top and bottom walls 13 and 14 and
these walls are joined by four horizontal partition walls
22, 23, 24 and 25, the latter being clearly indicated in
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FIG. 2 of the drawing. The walls 22 and 25 define the
top and :bottom walls of a central portion of section 10.

Extending integrally from the walls 20 and 21 are top
and bottom walls of the winged extensions which are
in alinement with the walls 22 and 25 and these extended
walls will be identified by the reference characters 22’
and 25’. The walls 22’ and 25’ are integrally joined
by outer side walls 26 on the winged extensions. Ex-
tending between the walls 20, 26; 21, 26 and in alinement
with the partition wall 24 are other partition walls 27.
These latter partition walls divide the wing sections into
upper compartments 28, 2% and lower compartments 30,
31. Movable in the lower compartments are drawers
32, 33 and in the lower portions of the upper compart-
ments 28 and 29 are drawers 34 and 35,

Turning now to the vertical central section arranged
in the forward portion only of this section between the
walls 22, 25, 20 and 21 is a cross-shaped rim 36 which
fits snugly upon and can be secured to inner surfaces of
the walls mentioned; whereas, the portions 36’ of the
rim 36 will bear directly upon recessed forward portions
of the walls 23 and 24, as indicated at 37 in FIG. 3 of the
drawing. This last structural feature will check inward
movement of the rim in fixedly positioning the same
within the central section 1¢. At this time, it is also
pointed out that, for decorative purposes, the outer edges
of the rim exposed at the front of the device will pref-
erably be colored red, but no attempt will be made to
indicate this in the present drawing.

The rim 36, in combination with the walls 22, 23, 24
and 2§, divide the central portion of the section 10 into
an upper series of three compartments, in which drawers
33, 39 and 49 are arranged and a corresponding number
of three lower compartments, in which drawers 41, 42 and
43 are arranged, the drawers 38 to 43 being all generally
of the same size and modified slightly in construction.
These two series of compartments are divided by a longi-
tudinally long intermediate compartment, in which a large
drawer 44 is arranged.

Between the walls 13 and 22 and the walls 14 and 25
are two large elongated compartments, in which upper
and lower drawers 45 and 46 are arranged.

As all of the drawers are generally of the same con-
struction, in other words, comprise a front wall, a bot-
tom wall and a back wall, the brief description of three
of these drawers only will be given, for example, the
drawer 44, shown in section in FIG. 2, the drawer having
a front wall 47, a bottom wall 48 and a back wall 49,
On the front wall is a fingerpiece pull 50, upper and
lower edges of which are undercut, as indicated at 51, to
facilitate grasping of the drawer. These handles are
applied singly to the smaller drawers, but the drawer 44,
as well as the drawers 45 and 46, include two of these
fingerpiece handles,

At this time, it is also pointed out that the flat outer
surfaces of the handles facilitate application of identifying
data printed or otherwise applied thereto identifying the
products contained in the respective drawers,

In FIG. 4 of the drawing is shown a section primarily
through the drawer 34. As this drawer is different from
the structure of most of the other drawers, the front wall
of this drawer is identified by the reference character 52,
the bottom wall is shown at 53, the back wall at 54 and
between the back wall 54 and the front wall 52 are a
pair of upstanding partition walls 55 and 56 for reception
of a vertical short front container 57, note FIG. 1, and
a longer rear container 58. Between 52 and 55 the
drawer has a compartment 59 for the reception of suit-
able medicinal or surgical equipment used in the device.
The drawer 34 includes the fingerpiece handle 50, simi-
lar in all respects to the handle 5. At this time, it is
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pointed out that the size of the handles is standardized
throughout, so as to simplify the cost of producing the
resulting device.

Turning now to the ¢ection in FIG. 5 of the drawing,
here is a further modified form of drawer 35 comprising
a front wall 68, bottom wall 61, back wall §2 and an
upstanding partition wall €3. Between 62 and 63 is a
compartment for recepticn of another tall container 64,
note FIG. 1 of the drawing. The drawer 35 forms a
larger compartment 65 between the walls 60, 63, again,
for the storage of other first aid accessories, With this
structure on the drawers 34 and 33, the containers 57, 58
and 64 can be moved forwardly for accessibility.

Returning to the central portion of the section 13 in
which the rim 36 is arranged, it will be apparent that
drawer spacer strips will be secured to the wall 23 for
guidance of the drawers 38, 38 and 4% in their movement
back and forth in the device, one of these strips being
indicated in sectien at 66 in FIG. 1 of the drawing.
Similar strips will be secured to the upper surface of the
wall 25 and these are indicated in dotted lines at 67 in
FIG. 1 of the drawing.

Arranged upon the front edge portion of the peripheral
walls of the device, including the frame extensions 15 and
16, is a cover 63 comprising a flange 6% generally T-
shaped in. cross-sectional form, in other words, compris-
ing a front facing plate 70 arranged upon and overlying
the forward edges of the boundary walls of the device,
including the forward edges of 15 and 16, as will appear
from a consideration of FIG. 2 of the drawing, and the
rearwardly extended portion 71 which snugly overlies
outer surfaces of the boundary walls.

The inner end of 71 is preferably rounded, as sesn at
72 in FIG. 2 of the drawing, to facilitate mounting on the
boundary walls of the device. The outer projection of 78
forms a lip facilitating engagement by the fingers of the
hand in removal of the cover 68 from the device. Suit-
ably secured to the outer surface of 70 is a transparent
closure sheet or panel of suitable plastic material 73,
which will close all of the drawers and otiier comipari-
ments of the devices while, at the same time, leaving the
various drawers and compartments visible through the
front of the device and, from this standpoint, full line
illustrations of the device and the drawers and the like
are illustrated in FIG. 1 of the drawing. Part of 73 is
broken away at the lower righthand corner of FIG. 1 to
clearly indicate the transparent closure 73.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that the cover
68 can be quickly and easily removed and re-attached to
the device whenever desired and, in removal of the cover,
all of the several drawers of the device become accessible
for opening in removal of the contents therefrom for use
in administering first aid.

In the several drawers of the device will be arranged
numerous types of first aid equipment or accessories, such
as sterilized bandage, cotton, adhesive tape, “Band Aids,”
sterilized gauge pads, including various standard types of
remedies for treatments of wounds, burns and in render-
ing first aid of any type and description. The drawers
can further store hardware, such as scissors, swab sticks
and the like.

By virtue of a device of this type and kind, where each
of the different items employed are separately and care-
fully stored, the rendering of first aid becomes a simple
operation and can be quickly and easily administered.
In preferred adaptations of construction of the device,
the depth of the device will be such as to facilitate stor-
age in a medicine cabinet, such as commonly arranged in
the wall of a bathroom or the like and, by virtue of the
contour of the device, it will be apparent that the side
winged extensions 11 and 12 facilitate grasping of the
device by hand in removal from such a cabinet or in re-
placing the same in the cabinet. From this standpoint,
the winged extensions may be regarded as side device
gripper portions. In order to maintain the device up-
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right at all times while stored in a cabinet or placed upon
a supporting surface, foot strips 74, note FIG, 2, are
secured to the lower portion of 16 in alinement with the
rear wall 75 of the cabinet and also inwardly of the por-
tions 71 of the cover 68 at the lower portion of the central
section 18, It will appear, from a consideration of FIG.
2 of the drawing, that all of the boundary and partition
walls of the device are integral with the back wall 75,
note FIG. 2, showing the juncture of the walls 13, 14
and 22 to 25, inclusive, with the back wall 75. In other
words, the framework of the device can be preferably
formed as a molded plastic unit; whereas, the drawers,
cross-rim, cover and other accessory portions are inde-
pendently formed and it is preferred that plastic is used
throughout in crder to maintain the sanitary appearance,
» white plastic being preferably used. However, the
flange portion 69 of the cover 68 will be preferably
formed of a red plastic in order to border the entire front
of the device with a modified form of a red cross and this
cross will generally conform with the contour of the rim
26 which can simply have a red surface coating or could
be composed of red plastic, similar to the flange 69.

In most instances, the bottom wall of the drawers
terminates in alignment with and moves directly upon
the surface of the horizontal partition. However, in
order to maintain a neat and finished appearance, in some
instances, as, for example, with the drawers 45 and 46,
the front wall includes a downward extension 45, 46',
note FIG. 2, overlying the forward edge of the walls 22
and 14, respectively. In like manner, the front wall of
the drawer 39 includes a downward extension 39" over-
lying the forward edge of the wall 23. In other instances,
the upper edge of the front wall overlies the horizontal
partition or walls of the device and this is true with the
drawers 32, 33, 42, 45 and 46 and will clearly appear
from a consideration of FIG. 2 of the drawing. It will
also be apparent that the front walls of all of the drawers
are in alinement with the front edges of the body portion
of the device proper so that the fingertip means, as, for
example, at 5¢’, will be disposed within the inner surface
of the front panel 73. As a matter of fact, these finger-
grip means or elements will form a series of backings for
the panel 73 throughout the entire front area of the as-
sembled device.

Having fully described my invention, what 1 claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A first aid storage device of the character defined,
said device comprising a main body portion consisting
of a vertically long central section including integral
lateral wing extensions, the body portion of the device
comprising a back wall having a plurality of longitudinal
and vertical partition walls, part of said partition walls
dividing the central section into two sets of three drawer
compartments spaced by an intermediate long drawer
compartment in defining a central portion of said central
section, two of said longitudinal partition walls defining
top and bottom walls of said central portion, said wing
extensions having top and bottom walls in alinement with
the top and bottom walls of said central portion, other
long drawer compartments above and below said central
portion, said wing extensions each having two drawer
compartments, a cover detachable with the front of the
device and forming a closure for all of the compartments
of the device, said cover comprising a flange bordering
the entire periphery of the device, and a transparent front
panel secured to said flange.

5 A device as defined in claim 1, wherein the flange
of said cover is T-shaped in cross-sectional form and
overlies the outer periphery of the walls of the device
and the forward edge of the peripheral walls of the de-
vice, and said flange having an outwardly extending finger-
grip portion facilitating removal of the cover from the
device.

3. A device as defined in claim 1, wherein a cross-
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shaped rim is mounted in the central portion of the central
section, said rim bordering portions of the two three
sets of drawer compartments, and portions of the long
drawer compartment spacing said two sets of three drawer
compartments.

4, A device as defined in claim 3, wherein the rim abuts
part of the longitudinal partition walls of the central
portion in checking inward movement of said rim in
assemblage in the central portion, and said rim forming
a backing for the front panel of said cover.

5. A device as defined in claim 1, wherein drawers
are arranged in all of the drawer compartments, each
drawer comprising front, bottom and back walls, and
the front wall of each drawer including a fingergrip
portion.

6. A device as defined in claim 5, wherein special draw-
ers include between the front and back walls thereof
vertical partitions, dividing such drawers into independent
storage compartments,

7. A device as defined in claim 1, wherein the upper
and lower portions of the central vertical section include
protruding frames bordering side and back walls of the
device, and said frames being L-shaped in cross-sectional
form and forming additional storage compartments be-
yond the upper and lower walls of said central section.

8. A first aid storage device of the character defined,
said device comprising a main body poriion censisting
of a vertically long central section including integral
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lateral wing extensions, the body portion of the device
comprising a back wall having a plurality of longitudinal
and vertical partition walls, part of said partition walls
dividing the central section into two sets of three drawer
compartments spaced by an intermediate long drawer com.-
partment in defining a central ‘portion of said central
section, two of said longitudinal partition walls defining
top and bottom walls of said central portion, said wing
extensions having top and bottom walls in alinement with
the top and bottom walls of said central portion, other
long drawer compartments above and below said central
portion, said wing extensions each having two drawer
compartments, said central portion including a cross-
shaped element bordering portions of drawers arranged in
compariments of said central section, and said element
being in the form of a rim abuiting part of the longitudinal
partition walls of said central portion.
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