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This invention relates generally to packaging devices, 
and more particularly it relates to a dispensing package 
for sheet materials and the like. 
Much design and development work has gone into the 

development of boxes for packaging sheet materials which 
may be readily converted into dispensing packages when 
the box is opened by the user. For example, one de 
vice has been the well known method of packaging facial 
tissues wherein the tissues are stacked in an overlapping 
relationship within the box so that when the first tissue 
is removed from a slot or opening in the package, the 
following tissues are partially removed and exposed for 
easy access. However, the above-noted method of pack 
aging and dispensing facial tissues is not readily adaptable 
to various other types of sheet materials, either by reason 
of their shape or because of the type of material from 
which the sheet or the like are formed. 
With the above in mind, it is noted that the present 

invention generally comprises a dispensing package or 
box for sheet materials which includes a novel bridge 
member positioned within the box and disposed to carry 
and elevate intermediate portions of the sheet materials 
for easy removal thereof through an opening in the box. 
The present invention has been found to be highly satis 
factory in the packaging and dispensing of gloves formed 
from a relatively thin plastic sheet material, such as 
polyethylene or the like. Although the use of the present 
invention in the packaging and dispensing of plastic 
gloves or the like is an excellent illustration of the novel 
features of this invention, it will be readily appreciated 
that restriction of the use of this invention to such an 
application is not intended. Thus, an important object 
of the present invention is the provision of a novel box 
for the packaging and dispensing of sheet materials. 
Another object of the present invention in the provision 

of a box for packaging and dispensing sheet materials 
which includes a bridge member positioned within the box 
and having an intermediate ridge portion disposed to ele 
vate intermediate portions of the sheet materials for easy 
access and removal thereof through an opening in the 
box. 
A still further object of the present invention is the 

provision of a dispensing package for sheet materials 
in which the bridge member thereof includes deck sec 
tions which converge upwardly with respect to one an 
other and carry the intermediate portions of a stack of 
sheet materials within the box in a manner to dispose 
the sheet material so that the uppermost sheet may be 
readily grasped by a pinching together of a person's 
thumb and finger. 

Other objects of this invention reside in the provision 
of a dispensing and packaging box for sheet materials 
which is designed for convenience and economy of manu 
facture. 
The above and still further objects and advantages 

of the present invention will become apparent from a 
consideration of the following detailed specification, 
appended claims and drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, wherein like reference char 
acters indicate like parts or elements throughout the 
several views: 

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the dispensing box 
of the present invention and showing one sheet of mate 
rial partially removed from the box; 
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FIG. 2 is a partially exploded view in perspective of 

this invention, some parts being broken away; and 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged view in section taken approxi 

mately on the line 3-3 of FIG. 1. 
Referring again to the drawings, the package or box of 

the present invention comprises a bottom Wall 1, a top 
wall 2, spaced side walls 3, 4 and end walls 5. The box 
may be formed from any suitable generally rigid sheet 
material, such as paperboard, plastic or corrugated paper 
board, and the box is preferably formed in the usual man 
ner by the folding of a sheet of the box material which 
has been cut and scored to define the necessary flaps and 
walls for the box. As shown in FIG. 3, the side Wall 4 
of the box may be formed by overlapping flaps 6 which 
are suitably secured together, as by gluing, not shown. 
Similarly, the end walls 5 of the box may be formed by 
securing together overlapping flaps 7, as illustrated in 
FIGS. 1 and 2. 
The top wall 2 of the dispensing package or box is 

perforated, as at 8 in FIG. 2, in order to permit the re 
moval of a section of the top wall 2 to define an open 
ing 9 therein. Although the opening 9 is illustrated as an 
elongated or elliptical opening, it will be appreciated that 
the size and configuration of the opening 9 may be varied 
as necessary. The opening 9 is illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 
2 of the drawings at an offset location generally adjacent 
one of the end walls 5 of the box, although it should 
be noted that the location of the opening 9 may be varied 
as may be necessary in accordance with use of this inven 
tion for the packaging and dispensing of various types of 
sheet materials, the latter of which is shown at 10 in the 
drawings. However, when using the present invention 
for packaging and dispensing plastic gloves of the type 
noted above, the opening 9 will be preferably located 
adjacent the end of the box carrying the generally straight 
wrist portion of the gloves, as opposed to the generally 
unsymmetric finger or hand end portions, not shown, of 
the gloves which may be relatively nonuniformly stacked 
adjacent the other end of the container. 

In accordance with the present invention, the box 
further comprises a bridge member, represented general 
ly by the reference numeral 11. The bridge member 
1 is formed from a blank of sheet material, such as 

paperboard, plastic or the like, scored and folded to the 
configuration shown particularly in FIGS. 2 and 3 of 
the drawings and disposed within the box in order to 
carry and elevate the generally intermediate portions of 
the stack of sheet materials 10. The bridge member 11 
comprises a pair of generally flat and rectangular gen 
erally similar deck sections which when positioned within 
the box are disposed to converge upwardly from the 
lower box corners 13 formed by the bottom wall 1 and 
the opposed side walls 3, 4. The converging deck sec 
tions 12 define an elongated ridge portion 14 located gen 
erally intermediate the opposite sides of the deck sections 
12 and disposed in spaced relation below the opening 9 
in the top wall 2, as shown particularly in FIG. 3. In 
the illustrated embodiment, the ridge portion 14 of the 
bridge member 11 is disposed generally centrally of the 
opening 9 and in longitudinal alignment thereWith. 
The bridge member 11 further comprises a pair of 

generally rectangular side sections 15 which extend 
generally upwardly from the opposite sides of the deck 
sections 12, as shown particularly in FIGS. 2 and 3. It 
will be noted that the lower elongated corners 16 defined 
at the fold between the side sections 15 and the deck 
sections 12 engage the inner elongated corners 13 of the 
box when the bridge member 11 is placed therein. With 
this arrangement, the side sections 15 engage the side 
walls 3, 4 of the box and are disposed in general paral 
elism therewith. As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, the 
side sections 15, with the adjacent deck sections 12 define 
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laterally spaced recesses 17 adapted to receive the oppo 
site side portions 18 of the sheet materials 10 stacked 
or carried upon the deck sections 12 of the bridge men 
ber 1. 
With the novel bridge member 11 described above, it 

will be noted that the generally intermediate portions 
of the stack of sheet materials i0 are elevated and dis 
posed generally immediately below the opening 9 where 
by a person's thumb and finger may be conveniently in 
Serted into the opening 9 for engagement of opposed and 
diverging portions of the uppermost sheet, whereupon 
pinching the same together, the uppermost sheet may be 
grasped and easily removed from the package through 
the opening 9 without disturbing the remainder of the 
sheet materials stacked upon the bridge member 11. This 
operation and function of the bridge member 1 is par 
ticularly illustrated in FIG. 3 of the drawings. 
This invention has been thoroughly tested and found 

to be completely satisfactory for the accomplishment of 
the above-noted objects; and while a preferred embodi 
ment thereof in which the principles of the present in 
vention have been incorporated has been shown and 
described above, it should be specifically understood that 
the same may be modified without departure from the 
Scope and Spirit of the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A disposable dispensing package for plastic gloves and 

comprising: 
(a) a box formed from sheet material and having 

side, end, top and bottom walls and wherein said 
side walls meet said bottom wall to define generally 
parallel lower box corners, 

(b) a stack of plastic gloves formed from plastic sheet 
material and disposed within said box, 

(c) Said box top wall having an opening for removal 
of said gloves from the stack within the box, and 

(d) a bridge member formed from a single piece of 
generally rigid sheet material and positioned within 
the box, said bridge member being disposed to carry 
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and elevate intermediate portions of the stacked 
gloves for easy removal thereof through said open 
ing, said bridge member comprising: 

(1) a pair of generally flat deck sections which 
converge upwardly from said lower box corners 
to define an elongated ridge portion located 
generally intermediate the opposite sides of said 
deck sections and disposed below but in general 
alignment with the opening of said top wall, 

(2) a pair of side sections each one extending 
generally upwardly from a different one of 
opposite sides of said deck sections, 

(3) said side sections of said bridge member being 
disposed adjacent the opposite side walls of the 
box and in general parallelism therewith, and 
Said side sections, with the adjacent deck sec 
tions of Said bridge member, defining spaced 
recesses adapted to receive opposite side por 
tions of the gloves stacked upon said bridge 
member. 
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