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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JESSE E. FOLK, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN CANDLESTICKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. §'79,54%, dated July 4, 1876 ; application filed
. Juane 19, 1876.

To all whom it may concern : ’

.Be it known that I, JEssE E. TFoLk, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Candlesticks, of which the following
is a specification :

This invention relates to that class of can-
dlesticks in which the top of the candle is
pressed upward to the top of the candlestick
by a spring arranged bLelow the candle, and
moving upward a socket or support, which
bears against the lower end of the candle,
and presses the latter with its top against an
inwardly-extended flange or rim, in contact
with which the periphery of the upper end of
the candle is held while the latter is burning.

© In candlesticks of this class the movable sock-

et has commonly been made in the form of an
inverted cup with cylindrie or rounded sides.
When the sockets are made iu this manner
the melting of the last portion of the candle
causes the fluid material of the candle to flow
over the sides of the socket, and downward
through the inside of the tube of the candle-
stick upon the spring below the socket, or else
upon the outside.of said tube, disfiguring the
same. When, moreover, the shape of the
socket is reversed, and it is made simply cup-
shaped, or hollowed in its upper side, the
burning of the wick in the last portion of the
material of the candle melted and retained in
the cup-shaped socket heats the said socket,
and the adjacent portions of the tube and the
cup, thereby not only softening the wetal, but
also rendering the melted material liable to
be splashed or thrown out of the socket, there-
by causing inconvenience in the handling of
the candlestick.

The object of my invention is to wholly ob-
viate these drawbacks by a construction of
candlestick that while permitting the burning
of the candle to its very bottom will at the
same time guard against the flow of melted
material downward through, within, or with-
out the tube, which will prevent the overheat-
ing of the metal of the socket and adjacent
parts, and which will avoid all liability of the
splashing eor displacement of the melted ma-
terial while the last portion of the candle is
being consumed.

My invention comprises, in a candlestick of

the class hereinbefore referred to, a movable
socket, constructed with a chamber arranged
Lelow the Dbearing-surface of the socket, in
such waunner that the socket, actnated by a
spring, will continue to force the candle up to
the cap or top of the candlestick until the
candle is consumed to its lower extremity, and
which, when the material is melted at such
lower extremity of the candle, will not only
receive the resunitant melted material, but will
also receive the last fragment of the wick as
it is dislodged or melted by the melting of the
material around it, the arrangement of the
parts being, moreover, such that the annular
fragment of unmelted material left wken the
central portion of ‘the last end of the candle
is melted and consumed forms a packing, as
it were, between the cap of the candlestick
and the bearing-sarface of the movable sock-
et, and thereby prevents the flow of the melted
material in any direction except inward and
downward into the chamber of the socket
aforesaid.

Figure 1is a side view of a candlestick made
according to my invention. Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal sectionalview, representing the same
with a length or piece of candle therein; and
Fig. 3-is a similar section, representing the
parts in the position occupied during the con-

sumption of the last portion or extremity of .

the candle. TFigs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 are detail
views, representing wmodifications in the form
of one portion of the socket forming one ele-
ment of my invention.

A is the ordinary tube, B is the’ base, and
O is the internal spiral spring, of a candle-
stick of the class hereinbefore referred to, and
to which my invention relates. D is the de-
tachable cap, attached in the usual or any
suitable manner to the top of the tube A, this
cap having a shoulder or internally-projecting
rim or flange, a, as shown more fully in Tigs.
2 and 3, above which the extreme top of the
cap D flares, in the usual mauner, as repre-
sented in Figs. 1,2, and 3. D* is the candle,
with its upper periphery resting upon the un-
der side of the internally-projecting shoulder,
rim, or flange a. I is the sliding or movable
socket, made, preferably, in two parts—that
is to say, of the bottom or cap-shaped part b
and the crown-shaped part ¢, placed in the
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bottom piece b in such manner as to provide
the chamber f, the top of the said ehamber
Deing open, as shown at ¢ in Figs. 2 and 3.
The width of the socket at its upper part is
not greater than the width of the candle D*,
said upper part resting against the lower end
of the candle, as shown more fully in Fig. 2,
with the spring pressing the socket upward
to feed the candle up against the shoulder a
as fast as the candle is consumed ab its upper
end, the flame of the candle being thereby, in
the usual manner, kept in the same position
with reference to the top of the candlestick,
irrespective of the varying length of the can-
dle. When the candle, being thus continually
fed up as fast as consumed, is consumed quite
to its lower end, the remaining or last portion
will, of course, be melted the most at its mid-
dle, or at that part surrounding the fragment
of the wick, the circumferential portion. of
the last remaining fragment of the candle
resting above the space between the upper

part of the chamber-plunger E and the sur-

rounding part @ of the cap D, when finally
the melting of the material at the middle of
the fragment of the candle is carried to such
an extent that the whole middle portion of
such fragment becomes melted, the remnant
of the wick drops through the opening in the
top of the socket into the chamber f of said
socket, and the melted material also flows
down through the said opening into the said
chamber and is retained therein, the flow of
the melted material in any other direction be-
ing prevented by the unmelted or solid annu
lar portion of the candle. ’

It will be observed that, inasmuch as the
chamber f receives not only the remnant of
the wick, but also the melted material that
would otherwise flow downward through,

within, or without the tube of the candlestick,
all the inconveniences and drawbacks herein-
before referred to as incident to the use of
candlesticks (of the class herein specifically
referred to) hitherto devised are avoided.

The socket B, instead of being made with
its two parts b ¢ in separate pieces, and with
the part ¢ detachable from the part b, as de-
seribed, may have the said parts permanently
fixed together; but the construction herein-
before set forth is preferred, inasmuch as it
facilitates the cleaning or clearing out of the
said socket  when the same has become filled.
The shape, however, of the part ¢ may be
varied within very wide limits; for example,
it may be of the crown shape hereinbefore set
forth, (shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and also shown
in plan in Fig. 4 and side view, Fig. 5,) or'it
may be simply an annulus sustained on three
supporting-legs, as shown in plan in Fig. 6
and side view in TFig. 7, it being simply neces-
sary that the portion which operates against
the lower end of the candle in forcing the
same upward, as hereinbefore explained,.
shall be at such distance fromn the bottom of
the plunger as to form a cavity or receptacle
to receive the remnant of the wick or flow of
lignid material when the extremity of the can-
dle is reached. .

What I claim as my invention is—

In a candlestick of the class d=scribed, the
socket I, constructed with the chamber 7 be-
low its annular top or bearing - surface, in
combination with thé shoulder a of the eap D,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

. JESSE E. FOLK.
Witnesses: :

H. WrLLS, Jr.,

EpwARrD HoLLY.




