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Zo all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN H. WILLIAMS, of 

Albion, in the county of Orleans and State 
of New York, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in Fruit-Jars; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the drawings accom. panying this specification. 
My invention consists of a fruit jar con 

structed with a vent hole through the shoul 
der outside of the neck of the jar, as herein 
after described. 
In the drawings-Figure 1 is a central, ver 

tical section of the upper portion of a fruit 
jar showing my improvement. Fig. 2 is a 
plan view of the same. Fig. 3 is a view simi 
lar to Fig. 1, but showing the cover in place. 
This invention relates to the construction 

of the jar whereby it can be easily opened 
when sealed. 
A indicates the jar, provided with a neck 

Cl, packing shoulder b, and screw thread c. 
These parts are of ordinary form and con 
struction. 
My improvement consists in forming in the 

shoulderb, an orificed, which extends through 
to the interior of the jar. 
ered by the ordinary packing ring f, which 
rests on top of the shoulder and is pressed 
down by the cover g and screw clamp h. 
The object is to facilitate the opening of the 
jar, which is accomplished by running a knife 
or other instrument under the packing ring, 
thereby raising the latter above the orifice, 
allowing the air to enter to relieve the atmos 
pheric pressure. To locate the point where 
the knife is to be inserted, the jar may be 
formed with a mark k, consisting of a boss 
blown in the glass, or a color streak in the 
same opposite to the orifice. The orifice may 
be made in any suitable way, such as blow 
ing the glass with a small nipple which is 

This orifice is cov 

broken or ground off, or by drilling through 
the glass. 45 
I am aware that jars have before been 

vented by making holes through the cover or 
by making the jar itself with a double flanged 
neck, with a passage through the outer flange; 
but all such cases require a special construct 50 
tion of the jar different from the standard 
form now in use adapted to receive a screw 
clamp for forcing the cover down. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

means whereby the jar of ordinary construc. 55 
tion can be vented, and this is accomplished 
by forming the orifice directly through the 
packing shoulder outside of the ordinary 
neck. 
Having described my invention I do not So 

claim broadly a vent hole in a fruit jar. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
Afruit jar having a reduced neck forming 

a flat shoulder around its mouth, said shoul- 65 
der being provided with an upright vent ori 
fice therethrough; combined with a flat pack 
ing ring resting upon and of the same width . 
as said shoulder and closing the orifice, a 
cover whose body stands over the neck and 7 o' 
whose downturned edge has a sharp corner 
resting on the packing ring outside the orifice, 
a tubular clamp screwing on the body of the 
jar, extending over the outer edge of said 
packing ring, and having an inturned upper 75 
end embracing the edge of said cover, and a 
mark on said body of the jar below the lower 
edge of the clamp and opposite the orifice, as 
and for the purpose set forth. 
In witness whereof I have here unto signed 8o 

my name in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

JOHN H. WILLIAMS. 
Witnesses: 

GATES SHERWOOD, 
GEO. H. NOBLE. 


