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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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FOLDABLE PERAMBULATOR. 

970,202. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Sept. 13, 1910. 
Application filed April 3, 1908. Serial No. 424,960. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs E. FANNING, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Davenport, in the county of Scott and State 
of Iowa, have invented a new and useful 
Foldable Perambulator, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

folding perambulators. 
The object of the present invention is to 

simplify and improve the construction of 
folding perambulators, and to provide a 
light, strong and durable folding perambu 
lator, adapted to be quickly operated to 
fold it or arrange it for use, and capable of 
folding into a comparatively small space 
for convenient carrying, storing, shipping, 
etc. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, and pointed out in the claims 
hereto appended; it being understood that 
various changes in the form, proportion, 
size and minor details of construction, with 
in the scope of the claims, may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit or sac 
rificing any of the advantages of the in 
vention. 
In the drawings:-Figure 1 is a side ele 

vation of a foldable perambulator, con 
structed in accordance with this invention. 
Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal sectional 
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a plan view, the 
perambulator being folded. Fig. 4 is a de 
tail perspective view of the rear portion of 
the frame-work, illustrating the manner of 
mounting the foldable back and sides and 
the means for locking the parts in position 
for use and for actuating the same to fold 
the perambilator. Fig. 5 is a detail sec 
tional view, illustrating the construction for 
partially rotating the longitudinal rock 
shafts of the running gear. Fig. 6 is a simi 
lar view, illustrating the construction for 
limiting the movement of the rock shafts in 
one direction when the parts are arranged 
for use. 

Ilike numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the 
drawings. 
The running gear of the perambulator 

purpose. 

shaped stub axles 2 and 3, and journaled at 
their terminals in suitable bearings of front 
and rear transverse end bars 4 and 5. The 
rock shafts are held against longitudinal 
movement in the bearings by means of suit 
able collars, located in the front and rear 
of the transverse bars 4 and 5, but any other 
suitable means may be employed for this 

The transverse bars 4 and 5 are 
provided with laterally extending terminal 
pivots 6 and 7, which pierce the lower ends 
of front and rear longitudinally foldable 
standards S and 9, arranged in parallelism 
and connected at their upper ends by a hori 
zontal body supporting frame 10. 
The stub axles 3 consist of inner vertical 

portions and outer horizontal portions, the 
inner portions depending from the rock 
shafts and the outer portions being provided 
with spindles for the reception of front and 
rear wheels 11 and 12. The depending 
inner portions or arms drop the pivots of 
the wheels below the plane of the rock 
shafts and, when the latter are partially 
rotated, as hereinafter more fully explained, 
the wheels are folded beneath the running 
gear and the horizontal body supporting 
frame 10, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 of 
the drawings. A quarter revolution of the 
rock shafts carries the wheels from the ver 
tical position illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 of 
the drawings to the horizontal position 
shown in Fig. 3. 
The front standards 8 are connected at 

their lower portions by a transverse rod 13, 
which braces the front portion of the run 
ning gear. Any suitable means, however, 
may be employed for strengthening and 
bracing various parts of the perambulator, 
as will be readily understood. The upper 
ends of the front and rear standards are 
equipped with sleeves 14 and 15, through 
which the horizontal body supporting frame 
10 passes, the frame 10 being provided at 
its front portion with transverse bends 10", 
which extend through the sleeves 14 of the 
front standards. The frame 10 is equipped 
at its rear portion with longitudinal seat 
supporting springs 16, located beneath the 
side bars of the frame 10 and secured at 
their intermediate portions to the said side 
bars by bolts 17, located at opposite sides 
of the centers of the springs, which are 

comprises a pair of parallel longitudinal spaced from the side bars of the frame. 10 
rock shafts 1, carrying front and rear L- by washers 1S, or other suitable spacing 
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means. The front and rear portions of the 
springs are free, and are connected with and 
support a seat frame, composed of front and 
rear transverse bars 19 and 20 and longitu 
dinal side bars 21. The terminals of the 
transverse bars 19 and 20 are bent upon 
themselves to form loops 22, through which 
the springs 16 pass. 
The seat frame supports a seat 23, con 

structed of leather, or other suitable ma 
terial and preferably padded, as shown in 
Fig. 2 of the drawings. By this construc 
tion, the seat is yieldably supported by the 
springs and suspended from the connecting 
frame 10. The seat frame also carries in 
wardly folding sides 24, constructed of 
leather, or other suitable material and pro 
vided with marginal frames 25 of rod metal, 
or other suitable material. The marginal 
frames 25 of the sides are approximately 
oblong, and the lower side portions 26 form 
pivots and are mounted in perforated ears 
27, preferably formed by the up-turned ter 
minals of the longitudinal bars 21 of the seat 
frame. The inwardly folding sides are pro 
vided at the back of the marginal frames 
with plates or members 28, having recesses 
29 at their inner sides and carrying cams 
30, projecting upwardly from the bottoms 
of the recesses and presenting curved upper 
edges, which are arranged to be engaged by 

40 

the sides of a marginal frame 31 of a fold 
able back 32. The back 32 is constructed of 
leather, or other suitable material, which 
may be integral with the material of the 
seat 23, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. 
The back is foldable forwardly with relation 
to the sides, and the cams 30 are arranged in 
the path of the sides of the marginal frame 
of the back 32, whereby when the back is 
swung forwardly and downwardly, its frame 
will engage the cams and automatically fold 
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the sides inwardly upon the back. The re 
cesses of the plates or members of the frame 
25 of the sides receive the adjacent portions 
of the marginal frame of the back, when the 
parts are folded and the sides are automati 
cally unfolded by the back when the peram 
bulator is unfolded and arranged for use. 
The back, which is pivotally connected at 

the bottom with the frame 10, is provided at 
the lower ends of the sides of its marginal 
frame 31 with plates or members 33, having 
slots 34 receiving the rear transverse bar or 
member of the frame 10 and permitting the 
foldable back to be moved upwardly and 
downwardly to engage the plates or mem 
bers 33 with and disengage them from 
studs 35 of the rear standards. The slots 34 
extend longitudinally of the back, and the 
plates or members 33, which are provided at 
the bottom with spaced depending lugs 36, 
have front and rear recesses 37 and 38, lo 
cated between the lugs 36. The front re 
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of the drawings, to be engaged with the 
studs 35 of the rear standards for locking 
the back 32 in a vertical position, and the 
rear recesses are engaged with the studs for 
supporting the back in an inclined position. 
The front recess is of sufficient depth to 
interlock the member with the stud for pre 
venting the back from Swinging forwardly 
or rearwardly, and the rear transverse end 
or pivot portion of the frame 10 lies in the 
upper portion of the slot 34. The back is 
lifted out of engagement with the studs 
when it is desired to swing it rearwardly, 
and the rear end of the frame 10 lies in the 
lower portions of the slots 34 when the back 
is at an inclination, as shown in Fig. 3. 
The back when in this position may be 
readily swung forward to a vertical position. 
The front transverse bar of the seat frame 

is also equipped with forwardly projecting 
eyes 39, and supports the upper rear edge 
of the foot rest or foot-receiving portion 40, 
which constitutes the front portion of the 
body of the perambulator. The foot rest 
or foot-receiving portion, which is con 
structed of leather, or other suitable ma 
terial, is composed of a bottom and front, 
rear and side walls, the bottom being pref. 
erably stiffened by a board 41, as shown in 
Fig. 2 of the drawings, but any other suit 
able construction of bottom may be em 
ployed. The front portion of the foot rest 
or foot-receiving portion 40 is secured to the 
front portion of the frame 10, which is re 
duced in width by the said lateral bends 
thereof, and the side and rear portions of 
the foot rest 40 are equipped at their upper 
edges with an approximately U-shaped mar 
ginal frame or piece 42, consisting of side 
portions and a rear transverse connecting 
portion, which is arranged in the eyes 39 of 
the seat frame. The side portions of the 
frame or piece 42 are provided at their front 
ends with terminal hooks 43, which engage 
the front portion of the frame 10 at the lat 
eral bends 10 thereof. The foot rest or 
foot-receiving portion is adapted to form a 
receptacle for various articles. 
The perambulator is also equipped at the 

front with a foldable apron or support 44, 
connected at its rear edge to the seat and 
provided at its front edge with hooks 45, 
adapted to engage the front end of the 
frame 10. The apron or support extends 
across the foot rest or foot-receiving portion, 
and coöperates with the seat to provide a 
support for permitting a child to be laid 
down in the perambulator. When the apron 
or support, which is preferably constructed 
of leather, is not in use, it is folded within 
the rear portion of the foot rest. 
The perambulator is provided at the back 

with a handle, composed of inclined side 
bars 46 and a top connecting bar 47, adapted 

cesses are adapted, as illustrated in Fig. 1 to be grasped by the person pushing the 
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perambulator. The lower terminals of the 
sides of the handles 46 are pivoted by a 
transverse rod 48 between a pair of rear 
Wardly extending arms 49 of the rear stand 
ards 9. The sides of the handle are also con 
nected at their lower portions by a trans 
verse rod 50, which, when the perambulator 
is arranged for use, is engaged by a foot operated locking device composed of spaced 
sides 51 and a connecting cross rod 52. The 
sides of the locking device extend longi 
tudinally of the running gear, and are piv 
oted at their front terminals to projecting 
lugs 53 of collars 54, mounted on the rock 
shafts 1 at the rear faces of the rear axles. 
The collars 54 are interposed between the 
rear faces of the axles 3 and pins 55, which 
pierce the rock shafts and project therefrom. 
The lugs of the collars 54 are connected by a 
transverse rod 56, which constitutes the pivot 
of the locking device. The sides of the lock 
ing device are provided with front and rear 
recesses 57 and 58. The front recess re 
ceives the transverse rod 50, when the parts 
are folded, and the rear recess engages the 
transverse rod and locks the handle rigid with the running gear of the perambulator, 
when the latter is arranged for use. The 
connecting rod 52 of the locking device is 
located in rear of the transverse rod 50 of 
the handle, and is adapted to be readily en 
gaged by the foot of the operator to unlock 
the handles. 
When the handles are unlocked, they are 

adapted to be swung forward into engage 
ment with the rear side portions of the 
frame 10, which is moved forwardly with 
relation to the running gear. This forward 
movement of the frame 10 swings the front 
and rear standards downwardly with rela 
tion to the rock shafts of the running gear. 
The rock shafts of the running gear are 
equipped with arms or members 59, con 
sisting of blocks or plates provided with per 
forations to receive the rock shafts, and fixed 
to the same at the rear ends thereof by 
means of pins 60, or other suitable fastening 
devices, which pierce the plates or arms and 
the rock shafts. The arms or projecting 
members of the rock shafts are recessed to 
form jaws 61, provided with inner curved 
edges and forming inwardly tapered crotches, 
which receive fingers 62, projecting for 
wardly and inwardly from the rear stand 
ards, and adapted to partially rotate the 
rock shafts, when the standards are oscil 
lated. When the standards are swung for wardly, the projecting fingers engage the 
jaws at each side of the running gear and 
partially rotate the rock shafts to fold the 
wheels beneath the running gear. This fold 
ing movement of the rear standards swing 
the foldable back downwardly and for 
wardly upon the seat and carries the mar 
ginal frame of the back into engagement 
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with the foldable sides to swing the same 
down upon the back. The parts are readily 
unfolded by grasping the handle and shak 
ing the perambulator, which through its 
weight, will automatically unfold. The 
lower ends of the handles engage stops 63, 
consisting of nuts secured to the inner faces 
of rearwardly extending arms 49, but any 
other form of stop may be provided. 
The rear portions of the rock shafts are 

also equipped with projecting pins 64, ar 
ranged to engage shoulders 65 of plates 66, 
secured to the rear transverse bar 5 to limit 
the movement of the rock shaft in unfolding 
the parts, whereby the wheels are retained in 
a vertical position, the folding movement 
being limited by the engagement of the 
fingers 62 with the upper members of the 
jaws 61. 

Having thus fully described my inven 
tion, what I claim as new and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is:- 1. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear including side rock shafts, wheels 
mounted on the rock shafts, and front and 
rear pivoted standards arranged to Swing 
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longitudinally of the perambulator, coöp 
erating means mounted on the rock shafts and on the standards for plurality rotating 
the rock shafts when the standards are os 95 
cillated, and a foldable handle located in 
rear of the rear standards. 

2. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear including longitudinal rock shafts, 
front and rear pivoted standards arranged 
to swing longitudinally of the perambulator 
and connected with and rotating the rock 
shafts, front and rear wheels carried by the 
rock shafts and foldable beneath the run 
ning gear by the rotary movement of the 
rock shafts, a foldable body carried by the 
standards, and a handle pivotally connected 
with the running gear and located in rear of 
the rear standards. 3. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear including longitudinal rock shafts, 
pivoted front and rear standards arranged 
to swing longitudinally of the perambula 
tor and connected with and rotating the rock 
shafts, front and rear wheels carried by the 
rock shafts and foldable beneath the run 
ning gear by the rotary movement of the 
rock shafts, a foldable body carried by the 
front and rear standards, and a pivoted 
handle connected with the running gear in 
rear of the rear standards and arranged to 
actuate the latter., 4. A perambulator including a running 
gear having longitudinal rock shafts, front and rear wheels mounted on the rockshafts 
and foldable beneath the running gear, front 
and rear pivoted standards arranged to 
swing longitudinally of the perambulator, 
a body having a frame connected with the 
front and rear standards, means operated by 
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the standards for rotating the rock shafts, 
and a handle pivoted to the running gear in 
rear of the rear standards and arranged to 
actuate the same. 

5. A perambulator including a running 
gear having longitudinal rock shafts, front 
and rear wheels mounted on the rock shafts 
and foldable beneath the running gear, and 
front and rear pivoted standards, a body 
having a frame connected with the stand 
ards, means operated by the standards for 
rotating the rock shafts, and a pivot handle 
located in rear of and arranged to oscillate 
the standards. 

6. A perambulator including a running 
gear having longitudinal rock shafts, front 
and rear wheels mounted on the rock shafts 
and foldable beneath the running gear, and 
front and rear pivoted standards, a body 
having a frame connected with the stand 
ards, means operated by the standards for 
rotating the rock shafts, a pivot handle for 

olding the handle rigid with the running gear. 
7. Aperambulator including a running 

gear having longitudinal rock shafts, front 
and rear wheels mounted on the rock shafts 
and boldable beneath the running gear, and 

.30. 

having a frame connected with the stand 
ards, means operated by the standards for 

front and rear pivoted standards, a body 

rotating the rock shafts, a pivot handle for 
oscillating the standards, and a foot oper 
ated locking device provided with means for 
engaging the handle for holding the same at 
an inclination. - 

8. A perambulator including a running 
gear having longitudinal rock shafts, front 

40. 

and foldable beneath the running gear, and 
and rear wheels mounted on the rock shafts 

front and rear pivoted standards, a body 
having a frame connected with the stand 
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ards, means operated by the standards for 
rotating the rock shafts, a pivot handle for 
oscillating the standards, and a locking de 
vice composed of spaced sides pivotally 
mounted on the running gear and provided 
with recesses, and means carried by the 
handles for engaging the recesses, whereby 
the handle is locked rigid with the running 
gear. 

9. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear having longitudinal rock shafts, wheels 
carried by the rock shafts, and pivoted 
standards, a frame connecting the standards, 
a seat mounted on the frame, inwardly fold 
able sides, a back connected with the rear 
standards, and coöperating means on the 
sides and on the back for folding the same simultaneously. 

10. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear having longitudinal rock shafts, wheels 

the standards, and a locking de 
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standards, a frame connecting the standards, 
a seat mounted on the frame, a back con 
nected with the rear standard and foldable 
upon the seat, and in Wardly foldable sides 
having projecting means arranged in the 
path of the back, whereby the sides are fold 
ed with the back. . 

11. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear having longitudinal rock shafts, wheels 
carried by the rock shafts, and pivoted 
standards, a frame connecting the stand 
ards, a seat mounted on the frame, a back 
connected with the rear standard and fold 
able upon the seat, and inwardly foldable 
sides provided with projecting cams ar 
ranged in the path of the back and adapted 
to be engaged by the same to fold the sides. 

12. A foldable perambulator including a 
running gear, a rear standard, a back pivot 

provided with a plate or member, means 
carried by the rear standard and detachably 
engaged by the plate or member for holding 
the back in different positions, and a fold 
able handle connected with the running gear 
in rear of the rear standards. 

13. A foldable perambulator including a 
running gear, a rear standard, a back pivot 
ally connected with the rear standard and 
provided with a plate or member having a 
plurality of recesses and slidably connected 
with the running gear, fixed means mounted 
on the rear standard and engaging With the 
recesses of the plate or member for securing 

able handle connected with the running gear 
in rear of the rear standard. 

14. A perambulator including a running 
gear having pivoted standards, a frame car 
ried by the standards, a foldable handle, a 
back provided with plates or members pivot 
ed to and slidably connected with the frame, 
and means mounted on the adjacent stand 
ards and operated independently of the 

member for holding the back either in a ver 
tical or inclined position. - 

15. A perambulator including a running 
gear having pivoted standards, a frame car 
ried by the standards, a back provided with 
slotted plates or members receiving portions 
of the frame, said plates or members being 
also provided with depending lugs and hav 
ing recesses located between the lugs, and 
studs mounted on the adjacent standards 
and coöperating with the said recesses for 
holding the back either in a vertical or an 
inclined position. 

16. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear including longitudinal rock shafts, 
pivoted standards connected with and rotat 
ing the rockshafts, wheels carried by the rock 
shafts, a frame mounted on and carried by carried by the rock shafts, and pivoted the standards, and opposite approximately 

the back in different positions, and a fold 

handle and coöperating with the plate or 
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horizontal springs extending longitudinally 
of the perambulator and located beneath the 
frame and having free front and rear por 
tions, and a seat connected with the front 
and rear portions. 

17. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear including longitudinal rock shafts, 
pivoted standards connected with and ro 
tating the rock shafts, wheels carried by the 
rock shafts, a frame mounted on and car 
ried by the standards, springs located be 
neath the frame and having free terminal 
portions, and a seat yieldably supported by 
the terminal portions of the springs. 

18. A perambulator comprising a running 
gear including longitudinal rock shafts, 
pivoted standards connected with and ro 
tating the rock shafts, wheels carried by the 
rock shafts, a frame mounted on and carried 
by the standards, a seat carried by the rear 
portion of the frame, and a front foot-re 
ceiving portion located in advance of the 

5 

seat and connected with the same and with 
the front of the frame. 

19. A perambulator including a running 
gear, a frame carried by the running gear 
and having spaced side bars located at oppo 
site sides of the perambulator, springs se 
cured to the side bars and located beneath 
the same, a seat connected directly to and 
supported solely by the springs and also 
located below the side bars, and inwardly 
folding sides pivotally mounted at opposite 
sides of the said frame and extending up 
ward above the side bars thereof and fold 
able downwardly and inwardly above the 
Seat. 
In testimony, that I claim the foregoing 

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES EDWARD FANNING. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN H. SIGGERs, 
S. GEORGE TATE. 

25 

30 

35 


