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To add, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAMELLSWORTH 

SHARP, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Andrews, in the county of Hunt 
ington and State of Indiana, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Puz 
zles, of which the following is a specification, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawing, forming a part thereof, in which simi 
lar letters of reference indicate correspond 
ing parts. 
This invention relates to puzzles, and the 

object thereof is to provide an improved de 
vice of this class which is simple in construc 
tion, and the solution of which, though diffi 
cult, may be accomplished by the exercise of 
care, skill, and patience in the manipulation 
of the device, a further object being to pro 
vide a device of this class which I term “The 
Fox Hunt,’ and which comprises a box or cas 
ing in which are formed a plurality of com 
pound or reverse spirals somewhat in the form 
of the letter S, and in connection with which 
are employed a box or housing which is lo 
cated in one of the spirals, and also a plurality 
of spherical bodies or balls, some of which are 
designed to represent foxes and the others to 
represent dogs; and with this and other ob 
jects in view the invention consists in the con 
struction, combination, and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter described and claimed. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 

lowing specification, of which the accompany 
ing drawing forms a part, said drawing being 
a plan view of my improved puzzle. 
In the practice of my invention I employ a 

box or casing comprising a bottom A and sides 
and ends B and D, the ends being semicircu 
lar in form and being formed by continuing 
the sides B, so as to constitute said semicir 
cles. Within the box or casing are arranged 
a plurality of spiral flanges G, which are pref 
erably two in number and which are formed 
into reverse curves similar to the letter S. 
These flanges are arranged at a predeter 
mined distance apart, so as to form narrow 
passages or Ways H, and within the spiral 
formed thereby at one end is a space or cham 
ber K, in which is placed a box or housing L, 
in one end of which is a door M, and the ends 
of the spiral are connected at the opposite 
end, as shown at O, and at irregular intervals 

along the spiral passages or Ways the flanges 
G, by which said ways or passages are formed, 
are provided with small openings g, any de 
sired number of said openings being formed. 
I also employ a plurality of balls or spherical 
bodies P, which are of such size as to freely 
pass through the openings or passages g, and 
another ball or spherical body R, which is 
larger and which cannot pass through said 
passages. The smaller balls or spherical bod 
ies P are designed to represent foxes and the 
larger ball or spherical body to represent a 
dog, and the solution of the puzzle consists in 
so manipulating the device as to pass the balls 
or spherical bodies Pinto the house or box L., 
said balls or spherical bodies being followed 
by the ball R as nearly as possible; but it 
will be understood that the ball or spherical 
body R cannot enter the box or casing L. 
This solution is exceedingly difficult by rea 
son of the form of the spiral passages or Ways 
and the communications or openings f; but it 
may be accomplished by the exercise of care 
and skill in the manipulation of the device, 
and said solution is exceedingly interesting 
and amusing both to the young and old. 

Having fully described my invention, its 
construction and operation, I claim as new 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

1. A puzzle comprising a box or casing com 
posed of a bottom, sides and ends, a plurality 
of spiral flanges within said box or casing, and 
connected with the bottom thereof, the ends 
of which are curved in reverse directions, so 
as to form spirals at each end of said box or 
casing and narrow ports or passages or Ways 
between said flanges, a central spiral within 
one of said spaces containing a box or hous 
ing, and a plurality of balls or spherical bod 
ies, some of which are larger than the others, 
and said flanges being provided with openings 
or passages therethrough, substantially as 
shown and described. 

2. A puzzle comprising a box or casing Com 
posed of a bottom, sides and ends, a plurality 
of spiral flanges within said box or casing, and 
connected with the bottom thereof, the ends 
of which are curved in reverse directions, so 
as to form spiral coils at each end of said box 
or casing, and narrow ports or passages be 
tween said flanges, a space within one of said 
spirals containing a box or housing and a plu 
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3. 

rality of balls or spherical bodies, some of 
which are larger than the others, and said 
flanges being also provided with openings or 
passages therethrough, and the ends of the 
spiral flanges opposite the box or housing be 
ing united, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

560,305 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 18th Io 
day of November, 1895. 

WILLIAM ELISWOR SIAR, 

Witnesses: 
THOMAS II. BREWER, 
JACOB II. RAUFMAN. 

  


