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[57] ' ABSTRACT

A picture frame is formed by holding or securing the
periphery of a board by means of a plurality of clips.
The clips, which are made of synthetic resin or metal
each, comprise a surface plate, a base plate each en-
tire clip a curved portion connecting these plates and
serves. as an elastic holder. The board is graduated ac-
cording to the width of the clip so that the periphery
of the board may be held by the clips without leaving
any gap between the clips. The board is adapted to be
cut along these graduations.

2 Claims, 10 Drawing Figures
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1
PICTURE FRAME

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a new picture frame for use
in the display of a work such as pictures, photographs
or the like.

An object of the present invention is to provide a
complete picture frame by holding the peripheral edge
of a board by means of a plurality of clips which form
component parts of the picture frame without any gap
between the clips.

In this invention, the board is graduated according to
the size of value or an integral multiple of the width-of
the clip or according to the size or value equal to the
width of one or more of the clips and by cutting the
board along these graduations as desired. With this ar-
rangement there is easily obtained the board of a pre-
determined size and of a length and breadth in which
the clips can be arranged in close contact with each
other according to the exact number of clips.

An object of this invention is to provide for variety
in the style of a picture frame by giving various colors
or patterns to the clips or preparing graduations having
the size or value of a multiple corresponding to the
width of a standard clip or the size or value equal to the
width of the one or more standard clips.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawmgs

FIG. 1 is a front view of a plcture frame according to
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view of FIG. 1;
“FIGS. 3a, b and ¢ are side views of three alternate
forms of clips; '

FIGS. 4a and b are plan views of FIGS 3a and b re-
spectively;

FIGS. Sa and b are plan views of two forms of alter- .

nate clips constituting a corner portion; and
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the board.

DESCR[PTION OF GENERAL BACKGROUND OF
THE INVENTION

Generally picture frames are constructed the periph-
eral edge part of the work, that is the picture or photo-
. graph, is held by the frame. The frame is made of syn-
thetic resin or metal, or the work is disposed on a glass
plate whose peripheral edge is held by the frame and a
keeper plate engages the frame. Known and conven-
tional picture frames are fixed in terms of the size of the
frame and therefore picture frames of various sizes
must be prepared according to the size of the work to
be displayed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, reference numeral 1 denotes a
flat board made of an original paper, a synthetic resin
plate or the like, numeral 2 a work such as a picture or
a photograph (such picture or photograph being here-
inafter referred to as a “‘work”’) disposed on the board
1, and numeral 3 a transparent plate such as a transpar-
ent glass plate or a transplastic plate disposed on the
work 2. In this embodiment, the peripheral edges of the
three thicknesses of the board 1, the work 2 and the
transparent plate 3 are held by a plurality clips 4 which
are made of synthetic resin, metal or other suitable
elastic materials and which are arranged without any
space or gap between adjacent clips whereby the frame
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for the work is formed by the entire plurality of clips 4.
In addition, at the four corners of the frame, clips 4 as
shown in FIGS. 54, b are employed. In this case, either
the clip 4’ approximately consisting of one square
(FIG. 5b) or the clip 4" approximately consisting of two
triangles (FIG. Sa) may be employed. The clips 4, 4'
each comprises a surface plate 5, a base plate 6 and a
curved portion 7 positioned between both plates 5 and
6 and which serve as an elastic holder. In this case, the
shapes of surface plate 5, base plate 6 and curved por-
tion 7 may vary. Therefore, picture frames of various
appearances can be obtained by providing a variety of
shapes to the clips. FIGS. 3a, b, ¢ exemplify three
shapes of the clips. FIG. 3a is a side view of a clip whose
curved portion 7 provides a relatively good height. FIG.
3b is a side view of a clip whose curved portion 7 pro-
vides a medium height. FIG. 3c is a side view of a clip
whose curved portion 7 has a round shape.

On the other hand, the board 1 is horizontally and
vertically graduated as indicated at 8 according to the
size or value of a multiple corresponding to the width
of the clips 4, 4’ or according to the size or value equal
to the width of one or more of the clips 4, 4’. The grad-
uations 8 consists generally of a drawn line, perforated
line or notched line spaced at an interval equivalent to
the width of these clips as shown in FIG. 6. The board -
1 is horizontally and vertically cut off along these grad-
uations according to the size of the work 2 and then the
board 1 together with the work 2 is held by the clips 4,
4' as described above. In this case, the size of the board
1 is related to the width of the clip 4 as described above
and therefore in any case the size of the total of the
clips 4 to be used coincides with the size of the board.

What is claimed is:

1. A picture-frame assembly for mounting within a
decorative peripheral frame a work, such as a picture,
photograph or the like, said assembly comprising a pla-
nar board having a front and a back face and generally
sized to approxxmate the size of said work upon which
said work is adapted to be placed, a plurality of rela-
tively small individual clips adapted to be releasably
placed about the edges of said work and of said board
to extend from engagement against the face of said
work to engagement against the rear face of said board,
said clips being formed of resilient material and config-
ured to hold said work and said board together by a
spring force created therebetween by said clips, said
board and said clips being sized relative to each other
so that each individual clip occupies only a relatively
small fraction of the periphery of said assembly and so
that when said clips are placed immediately adjacent
each other along the edges of said board and of said
work they substantially occupy the entire periphery of
said assembly without gaps between said clips, with said
clips extending a distance over the face of said work to
form a continuous decorative border therefor, said
board including spaced horizontal and spaced vertical
graduation means, said graduation means being spaced.
a distance substantially equal to the width of one or
more of said clips, whereby said board may be sepa-
rated at selected graduation means to thereby adapt the
board to the size of the work with the number of clips
utilized to form said frame being variable depending on
the selected size of said board.

2. A picture frame according to claim 1 wherein said
graduation means are spaced a distance equivalent to

the width of one of said clips.
* * * % *



