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CASE B. 
To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DANIEL M. READ, of 

the city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented a new and useful Improvement in 
Adjustable Fastener for Pocket-Books, &c., 
of which the following is a specification: 

Figure 1 is a front view of my improved 
fastener, shown as applied to a pocket-book. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the same, 
taken through the line at ac, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is 
an end view of the same. Fig. 4 is a side 
view of the same. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
The invention consists essentially in the 

provision of a pivoted spring-pressed cap or 
catch retaining plate, which is extended in 
rear of its pivot, so that it can be operated 
by the thumb or finger to release the catch on 
the flap from the fastening on the body of 

... the pocket-book. ' 
A is the base-plate of the fastener, which 

has points or claws a formed upon its edges 
for securing it to the body of the pocket-book. 
Upon the upper side of the plate A are formed 
toothed ribs a”, to receive the catch B, at 
tached to the flap of the pocket-book. To 
the end part of the base-plate A is hinged the 
cap-plate C, by which the catch is held down 
to its place, and which is itself held down upon 
the catch by a spring, D, attached to the plate 
A, and acting upon the plate C. Instead of 
toothed, ribs and a catch, a pin may be at 

tached to the plate A, upon the upper end of 
which the cap-plate C rests, and which is de 
signed to pass through an eyelet-hole in the 
flap of the pocket-book; or any other locking 
device may be used. 
The plate C may be hinged to the plate A 

by joints formed upon the edges of one of 
said plates, to pass through lugs formed upon 
the other plate, or in any other convenient 
manner. The plate C is extended to the rear 
Ward, and when the fastener is made thin it 
should be inclined or curved upward, so that 
the forward end of the plate C may be raised 
to release the catch, by pressing downward 
upon the rearward extension of the said plate 
C. With this construction, the fastener may 
be unfastened with gloved hands without in 
convenience, and without injuring the gloves. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
The pivoted cap-plate C, provided with a 

thumb-piece or extension-plate, in combina 
tion with the base-plate A, provided with a 
suitable catch or flap engaging device, the 
spring D, and a catch on the flap of the pock 
et-book, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

DANIEL M. READ. 
Witnesses: 

JAMEST. GRAHAM, 
T. B. MOSHER. 

  


