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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, LEWIS F. EARL, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing in the city 
and county of Philadelphia, State of Penn 

5 sylvania, have invented a new and useful 
Bodkin, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to a new and useful 

bodkin, which is so constructed as to allow 
Io free passage through the hem of a garment 

and at the same time firmly hold the tape or 
ribbon while being carried through. 

It further consists of novel means for 
threading the bodkin. 

It further consists of novel features of con 
struction, all as will be hereinafter fully set 
forth. 

Figures 1, 2, and 3 represent perspective 
views of a bodkin embodying my invention, 
showing various forms of the same and of the 
serrations or teeth. Figs. 4 and 5 represent 
perspective views showing the manner of us 
ing the bodkin. Fig. 6 represents an eleva 
tion of another form. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in the figures. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the 
body of the bodkin, being preferably formed 
of thin material and having stamped or other 
wise formed therefrom the resilient tongue 2, 
which is preferably integral with the body 
portion. On each side of the tongue are side 
pieces 3 and 4, which are connected with or 
carry the stationary bar 5. On the free end 
of the tongue are the serrations or teeth 6, 
which interfit the serrations or teeth 7 on the 
bar 5, it being noted that the serrations or 
teeth are formed with substantially no space 
therebetween. 8 and 9 designate cut-away 
portions in the tongue forming a slot between 
the said tongue 2 and said side pieces 3 and 4 
on each side of the said tongue for a purpose 
hereinafter described. 

It will be noted that the ribbon or tape 
upon being inserted between the tongue and 
the opposing edge of the bar is firmly held by 
shaping itself to the serrations or teeth, and 
which atter by interfitting form a wedge, so 
that the ribbon or tape will be firmly held be 

5o tween said teeth, and when the bodkin is 
pulled through the tongue will be pressed 
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against the ribbon, or, in other words, the ten 
sion will cause the teeth of the bodkin to more 
firmly grasp and hold the ribbon. In order 
that the ribbon or tape can be threaded and 
inserted in position, I employ the cut-away 
portions 8 and 9 in the tongue, so that the 
ribbon can be first threaded through one of 
the slots so formed, as shown in Fig. 4, after 
which it is very easy to place the same be 
tween the teeth or serrations on the tongue 
and bar. It will be seen from the above 
description that by reason of the formation 
of the bodkin out of a thin material a free 
passage through the hem of the garment is 
permitted and at the same time the tape or 
ribbon is firmly held while being carried 
through, thus obviating the necessity of ty 
ing the bodkin, which makes a bulky knot or 
of leaving a long end of material to allow for 
pulling out. 

It will be evident that various changes 
may be made by those skilled in the art, and 
I do not, therefore, desire to be limited in 
every instance to the exact construction. 
herein shown and described. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is- w 

1. In a device of the character described, a 
flat body, a flexible tongue movable trans 
versely thereof, said tongue being normally 
in the same plane as the body, serrations on 
the free end of said tongue, a stationary bar 
forming part of said body and opposing said 
free end, serrations on the said bar adapted 
to coöperate with the serrations on the said 
tongue. 

2. In a device of the character described, a 
flat body, a flexible tongue on said body nor 
mally in the same plane as said body, serra 
tions on said tongue, side pieces on said body 
extending adjacent said tongue, a bar con 
necting said side pieces, teeth on said bar in 
terfitting said first-mentioned teeth, said 
tongue and said side pieces being so related 
that slots or openings are formed between 
the same. 

LEWIS F. EARL. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM, 
WM. CANER WIEDERSEIM. 
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