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My invention relates to a desk for Supporting 
a typewriting machine and particularly to the 
type of desk known as a pedestal desk in which 
the machine, When not in use, is concealed in a 

5 pedestal at one end of the desk. In desks of 
this type it is usual to provide the opposite end 
of the desk With a second pedestal to contain sup 
plies, the space between the pedestals providing 
knee roon for the typist, when the machine is not 

l0 in use. 
One object of my invention is to provide effec 

tive means for pivotally mounting the table upon 
Which the machine is carried to SWing from hori 
ZOntal to vertical position on an axis extending 

5 in the direction of the length of the machine. 
As the height of the usual type of machine is 
less than the distance from its front to rear, this 
enables me to employ a pedestal of less width 
than usual. I am thus enabled to substantially 
decrease the over-all length of the desk without 
restricting the space for the operator. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

an improved form of carriage for moving the 
table into and out of the pedestal, as well as im 
proved means for locking said table against move 
ment. 
In the accompanying drawings which illustrate 

one form of desk made in accordance With my 
invention Figure 1 is a perspective View of one 
end of the desk; Figure 2 is a Wertical Section taken 
on the line 2-2 of Figure 5: Figure 3 is a section 
taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 2; Figure 4 is an 
end view of the carriage; Figure 5 is a top plan 
view, the desk top being removed; Figure 6 is a 
section taken on the line 6-5 of Figure 5; Fig 
lure 7 is an enlarged detail View of the table lock 
ing mechanism; Figures 8 and 9 are enlarged sec 
tional views of the door hinge; and Figure 10 is a 
detail view of supporting means for the outer end 
of the table. 
The desk, as shown in Figure 1, is arranged to 

receive the machine in the left-hand pedestal, 
which alone will be described. It comprises a 
top and side walls 2 and 3, respectively, ex 
tending between front legs or posts 4 and rear 
legs or posts 5. A pedestal door 6 is pivoted to 
the left-hand post 5 by a pair of hinges, one of 
which is shown in detail in Figures 8 and 9. Each 
hinge consists of a bracket set into the inner 
face of the post and an L-shaped strap 8 pivoted 
to a pintle 9 carried by the bracket. The end 
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of the strap is secured to the inner face of the 
door and the parts are so proportioned that When 
the door is open, as shown in Figures 1 and 8, the 

55 inner face of the door is flush with the inside face 
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of the post and When the door is closed, as shown 
in Figure 9, the outer face of the door is either 
flush with the front face of the post or lies slightly 
behind it to produce a panel effect. 

Carried on wall 2 is a rail 29 and on wall 3 
a rail 2. These rails are supported by any suit 
able means such as brackets 22 and form a track 
upon which the table Supporting carriage travels. 
This carriage comprises an approximately rectan 
gular frame 23 and a U-shaped member 24. Car 
ried on the left-hand end of frame 23 is a roller 
25 engaging with the upper edge of rail 26 and a 
roller 25 engaging with the lower edge thereof. 
To retain the rollers in contact with the rail, pins 
2 and 23, respectively, engage the edge of the rail 
opposite the roller. At the right-hand end the 
frame is provided with a roller 29 engaging the 
upper edge of rail 2 and opposed by pin 36. Ex 
tending between the sides of frame 23 and the 
arms of member 24 are a pair of trunnions 3 
which are Surrounded by the looped ends of straps 
32 forming extensions of a plate 33. 
The table 34 to which the typewriting machine 

35, shown in dotted lines in Figure 5, is rigidly 
secured by bolts or other means (not shown) is 
provided with a narrow extension 36 secured to 
plate 33 by bolts 37. The table thus swings from 
horizontal to vertical position on the trunnions 
3. It Will be seen that the trunnions 3 are 
positioned a substantial distance from the end 
of the carriage adjacent rail and consequently 
an extended line passing through their axes Will 
lie a considerable distance forward of the outer 
side of table 34. Due to this arrangement the 
portion of the table lying beyond this extended 
line will descend when the inner side of the table 
is raised to bring the typewriter into operative 
position. This downward movement of the outer 
side of the table is of importance in Securing the 
proper movement of the stop plate engaging the 
door as hereinafter described. To permit the 
table to be more easily raised, I provide a counter 
balance spring 38, one end of which is attached 
to a lug 39 on plate 33 and the other to a collar 
A. The collar is slidingly mounted on a rod 4 
extending between member 24 and the opposite 
end of frame 23. The left-hand end of rod A: 
is threaded and provided with a nut 42 by means 
of which collar 40 may be moved along the rod 
to vary the tension of the spring to accommodate 
machines of different Weight. 
To limit the outward movement of the table 

and its carriage, rail. 2 is provided with a stop 
43 and the carriage with a cooperating stop 44 
formed by bending back a portion of the U-shaped 
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2 
member 24. A support is provided for the for 
Ward end of the table by a stop plate 45 secured 
to the table and engaging with an arcuate recess 
46 in the door when the table is in horizontal 
position. Secured to the door adjacent the receSS 
46 is an L-shaped wear plate 47 to protect the 
wood of the door from marring by contact With 
Stop 45. This plate is provided with an inclined 
face 48 adapted to engage stop 45 as it is swung 
down into the recess and draw stop 44 firmly 
against stop 43. This will rigidly lock the table 
against longitudinal movement while it is in hori 
ZOntal position. 
To hold the table in horizontal position it is 

provided with the locking device shown in de 
tail in Figure 7. This device comprises a bracket 
48 and a lever 49 pivoted thereto at 5. The 
bracket is bifurcated to provide a slot for the re 
ception of an abutment 5 formed by bending 
over the end of track 2 f. The upper ends of 
the bifurcation are rounded or beveled as shown 
at 52 to guide the abutment into the slot. Lever 
49 has a lip. 53 held in engagement with the upper 
edge of the abutment by a spring 54. The upper 
end of the lever is provided with an inclined 
face 55 to engage the abutment as the table is 
swung upwardly and move the lever on its pivot 
to allow the lip to pass back of the abutment. 
The lip may be released from the abutment by 
pressure on a finger piece 56. Pivoted to the 
end of frame 23 at 5 is an arm 58 having a slot 
53 for engagement with the abutment 5 to pre 
vent longitudinal movement of the table when 
it is lowered and hence lever 49 is disengaged 
from the abutment and stop 45 is moved out 
of recess 46. The forward end of arm 58 has an 
inclined face 58' adapted to engage the upper 
edge of the abutment when the carriage is moved 
to its forward position and so raise the arm to 
allow its slot to drop into engagement with the 
abutment. When the arm is out of engagement 
With the abutment, it is Supported in position by 
pin 30. The forward end of the arm is so posi 
tioned as to be accessible from the front of the 
desk when the table is in its extended position, 
aS shown in Figure 1. Secured to the under face 
of the table is a Z-shaped guide 69 (Figure 6) for 
engagement With a track 6 carried on the wall 
2 by brackets 62 and situated directly under 

track 29. the l'elative position of the track and 
guide is Such that the guide Will engage the 
track as soon as the table begins its rearward 
movement into the pedestal. This engagement 
prevents accidental upward Swing of the table 
during its movement into or out of the pedestal 
Which might result in injury to the machine 
In OUnited thereOn. 
The operation of my desk is, briefly, as follows: 

When the machine, together with its supporting 
table, is enclosed in the pedestal and it is de 
sired to use the machine, the door is opened to 
the position shown in Figure 1. The forward end 
of the table is now grasped and drawn outwardly 
until stop 44 engages stop 43. The lower edge of 
the table is now grasped and SWung upwardly 
until the table is in horizontal position. During 
the latter part of this upward movement, the 
abutment 5 will enter the slot in bracket 48, 
lever is being swung on its pivot by the action 
of the abutment on face 55, and at the end of 
the movement lip. 53 will be drawn over the abut 
ment by tension of Spring 54. This Will lock 
the table in horizontal position. At the same 
time, stop 45 will enter recess 46 to provide an 
auxiliary support for the front of the tabie and 

2,178,802 
by its action on face 48 draw stop 44 more firmly 
against stop 43 to form a rigid lock against longi 
tudinal movement of the table. To return the 
table and machine to concealed position, finger 
piece 56 is depressed to withdraw lip. 53 from 
abutment 5 which will release the table So it 
may be lowered to the position shown in Figure 
6. AS, however, slot 59 in lever 58 is in engage 
ment with the abutment, the table cannot be 
accidentally forced into the pedestal during this 
lowering operation. At the completion of the 
lowering operation, lever 58 is raised to dis 
engage it from the abutment. The table may 
then be returned to its initial position. 
Having fully described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
attent of the United States is: 

1. In a device of the class described, a desk 
provided with a pedestal, a carriage slidable in 
said pedestal, a table pivotally mounted on said 
carriage to Swing from a horizontal to an ap 
proximately perpendicular position. On an axis 
parallel With the direction of travel of the car 
riage, a door for said pedestal, said door being 
unconnected With the table when the latter is in 
perpendicular position, and means carried by the 
table for Ward of the carriage engaging with an 
abutinent on the door to Support the table when 
the latter is in horizontal position. 

2. In a device of the class described, a desk 
provided With a pedestal, a carriage slidable in 
Said pedestal, a table pivotally mounted on said 
carriage to Swing from horizontal to an approxi 
mately perpendicular position on an axis parallel 
with the direction of travel of the carriage, a 
door for said pedestal, said door being uncon 
inected with the table when the latter is in per 
pendicular position, a stop for limiting the out 
Ward movement of the carriage, and means 
carried by the table forward of the carriage en 
gaging With an abutment on the door to Support 
the table when the latter is in horizontal posi 
tion, said means and abutment cooperating to 
exert a camming effect on the table to clamp the 
carriage against Said stop. 

3. In a device of the class described, a desk 
provided With a pedestal, a track in said pedestal 
comprising a pair of rails positioned at opposite 
Sides thereof, a carriage mounted on said track 
to travel from the front to the rear of the 
pedestal, a table pivotally mounted on said car 
riage adjacent one end thereof to swing from 
horizontal to approximately vertical position, an 
abutment On the desk adjacent the other end of 
the carriage when the latter is in its forward 
position, locking means carried by the table en 
gaging Said abutment to hold the same in raised 
position, and locking means mounted on the car 
riage and engaging Said abutment to prevent 
movement of the carriage. 

4. In a device of the class described, a desk 
provided With a pedestal, a track in said pedestal, 
a carriage mounted on said track to travel from 
the front to the rear of the pedestal, a trunnion 
carried by said carriage, said trunnion extending 
in the direction of travel of the carriage and 
positioned a Substantial distance from the outer 
end of the carriage, a table pivoted on said trun 
nion. Whereby the Outer Side of the table de 
scends when the inner side is raised, a pedestal 
door, and means carried on the outer side of the 
table for engaging with an abutment on the door 
to form a support for the table, 

5. In a device of the class described, a desk 
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provided with a pedestal, a track in Said pedestal, 75. 
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a carriage mounted on said track to travel from 
the front to the rear of the pedestal, a trun 
nion carried by Said carriage, said trunnion ex 
tending in the direction of travel of the carriage 
and positioned a Substantial distance from the 
Outer end of the carriage, a table pivoted on said 
trunnion whereby the Outer side of the table 
descends when the inner side is raised, a pedes 
tal door, a shoulder on the outer side of Said 
table, and a wear plate on the door cooperating 
with the shoulder to form a Support for the Outer 
end of the table. 

6. In a device of the class described, a desk 
provided with a pedestal, a track in said pedestal, 
a carriage mounted on Said track to travel from 
the front to the rear of the pedestal, a trunnion 

3 
carried by said carriage, said trunnion extending 
in the direction of travel of the carriage and 
positioned a substantial distance from the Outer 
end of the carriage, a table pivoted on said 
trunnion whereby the Outer side of the table 
descends when the inner side is raised, a stop 
for limiting the OutWard movement of the car 
riage, a pedestal door, a shoulder. On the Outer 
side of the table, and a Wear plate on the door 
cooperating with the shoulder to form a table 
support, said plate being provided with an in 
clined face acting on the shoulder to exert a 
camming effect upon the table to draw the car 
riage against its stop. 
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