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To all whom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, Wirriam J. Stewarr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the county of New York and
5 State of New York, have invented or dis-
- covered certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Hat-Protectors, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification, reference being had

therein to the accompanying drawings.

10 This invention has for its object to -pro-

vide a hat protector of such consiruction and.

‘material that in its collapsed condition it
will occupy very little space and may be car-
ried in a small receptacle attached to the in-
side of a hat, but which is of such a charac-
ter that it may be readily stretched over the
hat, when required, for the purpose of ren-
dering the same waterproof. -

To this end the improved protector con-
sists of a collapsible tubular body of -thin
highly elastic rubber of the characfer known
as “ dam rubber ”, and which is a very thin
sheet rubber or pure rubber in very thin
form, so that when properly stretched or
distended ‘it will be translucent and almost
transparent, and will therefore hardly be
]perceptible when worn or stretched over a
" hat. - :
" To enable the protector to properly fit the
hat or cap to be covered, and to remain in
place thereon, the collapsible tubular body
1s provided between its closed and open ends
‘with one or more integral thickened annular
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portions or bands of pure rubber which will

35 serve, when the protector is stretched over a
hat or cap, to constrict the protector at its
thickened portions. - . .
For an ordinary, hat a single annular
thickened portion or band located about
midway between the closed and open ends
of the protector, and which, when the pro-
tector is stretched over the hat, will come at
the point of junction between the crown and
brim of the hat, will ordinarily be sufficient ;
but for some hats or caps of peculiar shape
two or more integral thickened bands or
portions between the closed and open ends
of the protector may, in some instances, be
desirable. - The open end of the protector is
also provided with a thickened annular band
or portion which will serve to constrict the
‘open end or part of the. protector on ‘the
lower edge of a cap or the brim portion of a
hat when the protector is strétched over the
55 hat. : ‘ _ :
In the accompanying drawings Figure 1
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Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed May 29,

1909.

represents one form of the improved pro-
tector in elevation, and Fig. 2 is an illustra-
tion of the same in section. Tigs. 3,4 and 5
are sectional views illustrating different
forms of the invention. Fig. 6 ilustrates a
hat with one of the protectors like those
shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, stretched
thereon, and Fig. 7 illustrates a cap . for
which a protector of the form shown in Fig.
5 would be suitable.

Serial No. 499,143.

body of the protector which is of thin highly
elastic pure rubber, preferably of the kind

vided near its middle part with a thickened
annular band 13 integral therewith, and
which is also provided at or near its open
-end with a second thickened integral annu-
lar band or portion 14. ,

In the form of the invention shown in Fig.
5 two-annular thickened portions or bands
13 intermediate the closed and open ends of
the protector will preferably be provided.
_In the form of the invention shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 the tubular body is contracted
at or near its middle portion at the point
where the annular thickened poition or band
13 is located, and is also preferably con-
tracted at its open end where the thickened
annular portion or band 14 is located.

In the forms of the invention shown in
Figs. 1, 2 and 3 the closed ends of the tubu-
lar bodies of the protectors are practically
straight across, while in the form of the pro-
tector shown in Fig. 4 the closed end is ta-
pered, and this tapered closed end of the
band better adapts the protector to some
forms of hats, like Derby hats.

its normal condition is relatively quite small,
and for most hats need not be more than
about an inch and a half in diameter and
“about tyo inches in length, so that it can be
collapsed into very small compass, and when

it will be so nearly transparent as hardly to
be noticeable except on close inspection. .

In applying the protector shown in Fig. 5
‘to the form of cap shown in Fig. 7 the bands
13 will serve to tightly hold the protector
oh the cap at the points where they are lo-
cated, as will be understood. ‘

I do not wish to be understood as limiting
my invention to the particular shapes or

these may be varied, in use, to adapt the
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Referring to the drawings, 12 denotes the

known as “ dam rubber ”, and which is pro-

The improved highly elastic protector in

fully distended over an ordinary straw hat -

forms of the.protector herein llustrated, as .
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same to different forms or shapes of hats and
caps, without departing from the essence of
the invention. _

Having thus described my invention I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent:
" 1.- A hat protector consisting of a collapsi-
ble tubular body of thin highly elastic pure

" vubber having open and closed ends, said
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body having one or more integral thickened
annular bands between,its ends, and having
also, at its open end, an integral thickened

" annular band. -

2. A hat protector consisting of a collapsi-
ble tubular body of thin, highly elastic rub-
ber having open and closed ends, said body

having near its middle a contracted and

989,874 . -

thickened integral annular portion or band, -

and at ‘its open end a second contracted
thickened integral annular portion or band.
3._ A hat protector consisting of a collapsi-
ble body of thin, highly elastic rubber and
having open and closed ends, said body hav-
ing near its middle a thickened integral an-
nular portion or band, and at its open end a
second thickened integral annular portion or
band. ‘
In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM J. STEWART.
Witnesses:
Henry CALVER, .
- Cmas. S. Hyer. -
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