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This invention relates to a head and jaw 
rest and more particularly to devices of this 
class which are adapted to be used by under 
takers for supporting the head and jaws of a 
corpse in any desired position, during the 
process of embalming and before the same has 
become rigid, and the invention has for its ob 
ject to provide, in a manner as hereinafter 
set forth a rest of the class referred to in 
cluding head and jaw Supporting elements 
and means whereby they can be adjusted ver 
tically in unison, and further whereby the 
jaw supporting elements can be adjusted in 
dependently relative to each other and also 
with respect to the head supporting element. 
Other objects of the invention are to pro 

vide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth, a 
rest for the purpose referred to which is . 
simple in its construction, strong, durable, 
compact, thoroughly efficient in its use, con 
veniently adjustable and capable of being 
manufactured at low cost. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view the invention consists of the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts as hereinafter more specifically de 
scribed, and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, wherein is shown an embodiment 
of the invention, but it is to be understood 
that changes, variations and modifications 
can be resorted to which fall within the scope 
of the claims hereunto appended. 
In the drawings wherein like refer 

ence characters denote corresponding parts 
throughout the several views:- 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a head and 
jaw rest in accordance with this invention. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation thereof. 
Figure 3 is a side elevation, upon a reduced 

Scale, showing the device when in use, with 
respect to the head of a corpse. 

Figure 4 is a section on line 4-4 Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a section on line 5-5 Figure 2. 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary view in sectional 

elevation illustrating the latching means for 
the carriers for the jaws supporting elements. 

Figure 7 is a section on line 7 7 Figure 1. 
Figure 8 is a section on line 8-8 Figure 4. 
Figure 9 is a fragmentary view illustrating 

one of the jaw supporting elements. 

Serial No. 330,076. 

The device includes a pedestal of substan 
tial height and formed of a curved base 1 and 
a tubular standard 2 of a diameter with re 
Spect to the base 1 whereby the latter will pro 
ject laterally from the lower end of the stand 
ard 2. The base 1 and standard 2 are fixedly 
Secured together by any suitable means. The 
standard 2 is inset at diametrically opposed 
points to provide a pair of vertically extend 
ing grooves 3 each of a length corresponding 
to the height of the standard. The inner 
Wall of each groove 3 is formed with a ver 
tical row of spaced openings 4. 
Mounted concentrically with and vertically 

adjustable on the standard 2 is a head rest 
Supporting element comprising a sleeve 5, 
open at its lower end and closed at its top by a 
curved rest member 6 for the head 7 of a 
Corpse 8. The diameter of the sleeve 5 with 
respect to the member 6 is such that the latter 
projects laterally from the upper end of the 
sleeve. The inner face of the sleeve 5 at 
diametrically opposed points is provided with 
a pair of vertically extending ribs 9 which 
extend from the bottom of the sleeve and ter 
minates at a point below the upper end there 
of. The sleeve 5 is formed with a pair of 
diametrically opposed openings 10 which ex 
tend through the ribs 9 and said openings 10 
are adapted to register with selective op 
posed openings 4 provided in the inner wall 
of the groove 3. Formed integral with the 
outer face of the sleeve 5 at diametrically op 
posed points are apertured lugs 11 to which 
are pivotally connected, as at 12, spring con 
trolled latching members 13. The con 
trolling springs for the latching members 13 
are indicated at 14 and each of said members 
has an inwardly extending, right angularly 
disposed projection at its lower end, as indi 
cated at 15. The latching members 13 are 
oppositely disposed and the projections 15 
thereof are adapted to extend through reg 
istering openings 10 and 4 for the purpose of 
latching sleeve 5 in its vertically adjusted 
position with respect to the standard 2 of 
the supporting pedestal. The grooves 3 are 
arranged at the front and rear of the standard 
2 and the ribs 9 at the front and rear of the 
inner face of the sleeve 5. 
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Fixedly secured to the outer face of the 
sleeve 5, at diametrically opposed points and 
arranged at right angles with respect to the 
ribs 9 are short, vertically disposed support 
ing bars 16 of rectangular contour and of the 
desired thickness. The bars 16 have their 
upper ends positioned in spaced relation with 
respect to the member 6. The lower ends of 
the bars 16 are arranged above the lower end 
of the sleeve 5. Superposed spaced barrels 17 
are secured or formed integral with the outer 
side face of each bar 16. Positioned at each 
side of the sleeve 5 and extending forwardly. 
with respect thereto is a hinged support 18 
for a carrier 19 for a jaw supporting element 
20. The hinged support 18 is in the form of 
a plate and is provided at its rear end with 
spaced, superposed barrels 2 which are ar 
ranged between the barrels 17. The barrels 
17 and 21 are connected together by a pivot 
22 whereby the supports 18 are hinged with 
the sleeve 5. The pivots or pivot rods 22 are 
retained in position by an Suitable means. 

Each of the hinged supports 18 in proxim 
ity to its outer end is formed with an up 
standing, arcuate slot 23 for a purpose to be 
presently referred to. 

Each carrier 19 comprises a pivoted sec 
tion 24 and a slidable section 25 carried by 
the pivoted section 24, and the latter further 
constitutes a combined support and guide for 
section 25. 
channel bar which opens at the outer side 
thereof and is formed with inwardly extend 
ing, oppositely projecting flanges 26 at its 
open outer side. See Figure 8. The rear end 
of section 24 is pivotally connected to its Sup 
port 18, as at 27. The section 24 can swing 
in an arc with respect to the outer face of the 
support 18 and said section extends beyond 
the forward and rear edges of its support 18. 
See Figure 1. The section 25 includes a 
straight rear part 28 and a forward, upstand 
ing part 29 which is upon a forwardly direct 
ed curve at its point of joinder with the 
part 28. 
The part 29 is slidably mounted in the sec 

tion 24 and retained therein by the flanges 
26 and said part 28 is formed with a length 
wise extending slot 30 providing a clearance 
for the head of the pivot 27 and also a clear 
ance for the shank 31 of a headed clamping 
bolt 32 which extends through the slot 23 
formed in a supporting member 18. The 
section 24 is provided with an opening 33 for 
the passage of the shank 31 and the latter 
projects a substantial distance outwardly 
with respect to section 24. Carried by the 
shank 31 is an interiorly threaded clamping 
nut 34 of the sleeve type which is adapted to 
extend into section 24 and bind against part 
28 of Section 25 to retain the carrier 19 sta 
tionary and in its adjusted position with 
respect to its supporting member 18. The 
carrier 19 is lengthwise and angularly ad 

The section 24 is in the form of a 
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justed relative to its supporting member. 
The upper end of part 29 is also outwardly 
curved as indicated at 35. See Figure 2. The 
part 35, in proximity to its free end and On 
its outer face is formed with a lateral stud 
36 having a vertical opening 3 and a trans 
verse opening 38 formed with a threaded 
wall. Engaging with such threaded Wall for 
a purpose to be presently referred to is a 
clamping screw 39. See Figure 9. 

Each chin supporting Fest compilises a 
shank formed of an upper part 40, an inter 
mediate part 41 and a lower part 42. The 
parts 40 and 42 extend substantially in par 
allel planes and the part 41 extends inwardly 
at an inclination with respect to the part 42, 
The part 40 terminates in a rest member of 
any suitable form, preferably consisting of a 
circular, dished plate 43 having spaced min 
ute barbs 44 at its edge. Each jaw rest is not 
only adjustable on the vertical axis of the 
part 42, that is rotatable, but is also ver 
tically adjustable relative to the outer end 
of its carrier 19. The jaw rest is clamped in 
its adjusted position by the screw 39. 
The hinged supports 18 are adjustable rel 

atively to each other and further are also ad 
justable relative to the sleeve 5 and when ad 
justed are retained in such position through 
the medium of a combined adjusting and re 
taining device for such supports 18. Said 
device consists of a yoke-shaped body portion 
45 having the arms thereof indicated at 46 
and which extend forwardly with respect to 
the sleeve 5. A block 47 is attached to the 
front of the sleeve 5 centrally thereof and is 
arranged in alignment with a rib 9. The 
body portion 45 is secured to the front of the 
block 47 by the holdfast devices 48. The 
holdfast devices for securing the block 47 in 
position are indicated at 49. Each arm 46 
is formed with a transversely extending open 
ing 50 having the wall thereof gradually 
increasing in diameter from its center to 
wards each end. Each arm 46 at its front is 
provided with an opening 51 which communi 
cates with the opening 50. The wall of the 
opening 51 is threaded. 

Slidably mounted in the openings 50 are 
oppositely extending adjusting rods 52 which 
are pivotally connected at their outer ends as 
at 53, to yoke-shaped brackets 54, secured to 
the inner faces of the hinged supports 18. 
Engaging with the threaded walls of the 
opening 51 are clamping screws 55 for the 
purpose of maintaining the rods 52 in ad 
justed position. 
Owing to the manner in which the jaw rests 

are coupled with the sleeve 5, the said jaw 
rests can be horizontally adjusted with re 
spect to the sleeve 5, adjusted forwardly with 
respect to said sleeve as well as rearwardly 
with respect thereto, vertically adjusted with 
respect to the carriers therefor as well as an 
gularly adjusted with respect to the latter. 
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The head rest, owing to the manner in which 
it is connected with the standard, can be verti 
cally adjusted relative thereto and when so 
adjusted bodily carries the jaw rests there 
with, under such conditions the head rest and 
jaw rests can be vertically adjusted in unison. 
Owing to the manner in which the jaw 

rests are connected with the sleeve 5 of the 
head rest the said jaw rests can be independ 
ently adjustable relatively to each and also 
independently adjustable with respect to the 
head rest. 
The general object in using this device is 

to secure first the correct position of the head 
of the corpse before the same becomes rigid 
so that the same will have a natural position 
in the casket, second the correct position of 
the jaw and mouth, that is to have the jaws 
set and the mouth closed without leaving any 
marks on the face in so doing. Third to take 
the weight of the head from the neck of the 
corpse, thereby preventing the thickening of 
the neck, and Welts on same, or in other words, 
preventing the double chin effect. 

It is thought that the many advantages of a 
device for the purposes set forth and in ac 
cordance with this invention, can be readily 
understood, and although the preferred em 
bodiment of the invention is as illustrated 
and described, yet, it is to be understood that 
changes in the details of construction can be 
had which will fall within the scope of the 
invention as claimed. 
What I clain is: 
1. A device for the purpose set forth com 

prising a vertically adjustable head rest, jaw 
rests, and angularly and lengthwise adjust 
able supporting means for and carrying the 
jaws rests and bodily carried by the head rest, 
said means including a pair of supports 
hinged to the head rest and a combined cou 
pling and adjusting device for said supports. 

2. A device for the purpose set forth com 
prising a vertically adjustable head rest, jaw 
rests, angularly and lengthwise adjustable 
supporting means for and carrying the jaw 
rests and bodily carried by the head rest, a 
supporting structure carrying the head rest, 
said supporting structure and head rest hav 
ing coacting means for latching the head rest 
in adjusted position, said means including a 
pair of supports hinged to said head rest, and 
a combined coupling and adjusting device 
for said supports. 

3. A device for the purpose set forth com 
prising a vertically adjustable head rest, jaw 
rests, and angularly and lengthwise adjust 
able supporting means for and carrying the 
jaw rests and bodily carried by the head rest, 
said jaw rests being vertically and angularly 
adjustable with respect to said means, said 
means having the forward ends thereof 
apertured for receiving said jaw rests and 
further including clamping devices for 

3 

maintaining the jaw rests in adjusted posi 
tions. 

4. A device for the purpose set forth 
comprising a vertically adjustable head rest, 
jaw rests, and angularly and lengthwise ad 
justable supporting means for and carrying 
the jaw rests and bodily carried by the head 
rest, said means including a pail of supports 
hinged to the head rest and a combined 
coupling aid adjusting device for said Sup 
ports, said jaw rests being vertically and 
angularly adjustable with respect to said 
means, said means further having the for 
ward ends thereof apertured for receiving 
said jaw rests and carrying at their forward 
ends clamping devices for islaintaining the 
jaw rests in adjusted position. 

5. A device for the purpose set forth comi 
prising a vertically adjustable head rest, jaw 
rests, angularly and lengthwise adjustable 
supporting means for and carrying the jaw 
rests and bodily carried by the head rest, 
and a supporting structure carrying the head 
rest said supporting structure and head rest 
having coacting means for latching the head 
rest in adjusted position, said jaw rests being 
vertically and angularly adjustable with re 
Spect to Said means, said means further hav 
ing the forward ends thereof apertured for 
receiving said jaw rests and carrying at their 95, 
forward ends clamping devices for maintain 
ing the jaw rests in adjusted position. 

6. A device for the purpose set forth com 
prising a vertically adjustable head rest, jaw 
i’ests, angularly and lengthwise adjustable 100 
supporting means for and carrying the jaw 
rests and bodily carried by the head rest, a 
supporting structure carrying the head rest, 
Said supporting structure and head rest hav 
ing coacting means for latching the head rest 105 
in adjusted position, said means including a 
pair of supports hinged to said head rest, 
and a combined coupling and adjusting de 
vice for said supports, said jaw rests being 
vertically and angularly adjustable with re- 10 
spect to said means, said means further hav 
ing the forward ends thereof apertured for 
receiving said jaw rests and carrying at their 
forward ends clamping devices for maintain 
ing the jaw rests in adjusted position. 

7. A device for the purpose set forth com 
prising a vertically adjustable head rest, a 
supporting standard therefor, said head rest 
and standard having coacting means for 
latching Said head rest in adjusted position, 
vertically and angularly adjustable jaw 
rests, a pair of supports hinged to and bodily 
carried with said head rest, a pair of longi 
tudinally and angularly adjustable carriers 
pivoted to said supports and having means 
at the Outer ends thereof for receiving said 
head rest and further having means at said 
ends for clamping the jaw rests in adjusted position. 

8. A device 
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prising a vertically adjustable head rest, a 
supporting standard therefor, said head rest 
and standard having coacting means for 
latching said head rest in adjusted position, 
vertically and angularly adjustable jaw rests, 
a pair of supports hinged to and bodily car 
ried with said head rest, a pair of longitudi 
nally and angularly adjustable cairier's pivot 
ed to said supports and having means at the 
outer ends thereof for receiving said head 
rest and further having means at said ends 
for clamping the jaw rests in adjusted 
position, said carriers formed of a pair 
of interengaging, slidably connected sec 
tions one of greater length than and 
projecting forwardly from the other, said 
section of shorter length being pivoted to 
its support, and said carriers and supports 
having coacting means for maintaining the 
carriers in a lengthwise and angularly ad 
justed position. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 

hereto. 
NELS P. STENSHOEL. 


