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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES SCOULER, of San
Francisco, in the county of San Franecisco and
State of California, have invented a newand
Improved Negative and Screen Holder, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the annexed drawings,
forming & part thereof, in which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my im-
proved negative and screen holder. Iig.2is
a rear elevation. Fig. 3 isarear elevation of
the outer frame. Fig. 4 is a fransverse sec-
tion taken on line 4—4 in Fig. 8. Fig. 5isa
front elevation of the inner frame. Fig. 6 is
a vertical transverse section taken on line
6—6 in Fig. 5. TFig. 7is a horizontal section
taken on line 7—7 in Fig. 3; and Fig. 8is a
horizontal section taken on line 8—8in Fig. 5.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

The object of my invention is to provide a
negative and screen holder for use in photo-
engraving, which will hold the negative and
the sensitive plate in proper relation to each
other, thereby avoiding the necessity of ad-
justing the screen for each plate.

The invention consists in the particular
construction and arrangement of parts as
hereinafter fully deseribed and pointed out
in the claims.

The frame A, is provided with a rabbet ¢,
on one side, and is furnished with recesses b
upon the opposite side whieh are located at
the corners of the opening of the frame. In
the said recesses are pivoted the spring but-
tons ¢, being made of spring material which
ave provided with pointed ends d, capable of
being swung into the opening of the frame,
and at the corners of the frame are formed
recesses e for receiving the ends of the cross
bars f, used to increase the distance between
the sensitive plate and the screen.

In the rabbeted side of the frame A, are
inserted silver wire staples g, which extend
across the corners of the frame and serve to
support the sensitive plate inserted in the
rabbeted side, and also serve as supports for
the screen B inserted in the opposite side of
the frame and held in place by the spring
buttons c. :

To prevent contact of the sensitive plate

with the wooden portion of the frame A, wires
B are driven into the frame, forming addi-
tional supports for the sensitive plate, which
wires lie in the same planeas the wire staples
g. Silver wires ¢ are also driven into the
frame at right angles to the wire staples g,
and serve to prevent the edges of the plate
from touching the wooden frame.

To the rabbet ¢ is fitted a kit or auxiliary
holder C, for receiving a smaller sensitive
plate. The said holder C is furnished with
silver wire staples g’ extending across the
corners, and with wires A’ extending in-
wardly in the same plane as the staples ¢’,
and wires ¢ extend transversely across the
inner edges of the frame C, to prevent the
sensitive platefrom coming into contact with
the frame.  The staples ¢" are arranged with
reference to the staples g so that they lie in
the same plane as the said staples when the
frame C is inserted in the frame A, the said
staples ¢’ lying within and parallel with the
staples g. The screen plate B may be placed
directly upon the wire staples g, or the strips
fmay beinterposed to increase the distance
between thescreenand thesensitive plate held
against the opposite sides of the staples g..

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desireto secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination with a frame rabbeted
on one side and provided with supports for
supporting a sensitive plate in the rabbeted
side of the frame, of spring buttons pivoted
on the opposite side of the frame for holding
a screen in this side of the frame, substan-
tially as deseribed.

2. The combination with aframe A, having
one side rabbeted and provided with the re-
cesses b e, and with supports for a sensitive
plate, of the spring buttons ¢ pivoted in the
recesses b and adapted to hold a sereen in
the frame and the cross bars f having their
ends fitting in the recesses ¢ and serving
to space the sensitive plate from the screen,
substantially as degeribed.

JAMES SCOULER.

Witnesses: )
R. T. VAN NORDEN,
H. B, CALLAHAN,
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