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My invention relates to holders for collaps-
ible tubes, such as tubes containing tooth
paste, shaving cream, and many other plastic

- substances. '
5  The objects of this invention are: first, to

provide a holder of this class of rigid or semi- ~

rigid construction whereby the holder may

be firmly gripped and the tube easily held

. while the contents are being extracted ; sec-
10 ond, o provide a container, holder, or frame
into which a collapsible tube may be easily
and quickly inserted or placed and from
which the tube may be easily and quickly re-

... moved; third, to provide a device of this
¢ class which conforms substantially to the con-
tour of the tube so that the tube, contained
therein, is held against transverse and lom-
gitudinal movement with respect thereto;

.. fourth, to provide s relatively long holder
*® having a long and wide slot or opening at one
side through which the advertising on the
collapsible tube may be exposed and through
which the thumb or other finger of the hand
may be projected for manuaily compressing
the tube for extracting a portion of the con-
tents thereof as desired; fifth, to provide s
device of this class having a key in connec-
tion therewith whereby tﬁe contents of the
.. tube may be subjected to greater force when
desired or whereby the conients may be
forced toward the discharge end of the tube

to facilitate the extraction' of the' contents
with the fingers of the hand ; sixth, to provide

.« & device of this class having a pair of legs
“* secured with respect to each other at one end
but separable at the opposite ends thereof to
facilitate the insertion of a collapsible tube,
but in which the free ends of the legs are so

.o latched together that the same are not of
~" themselves separable when the tube is ex-
panded by the key, or for any other reason;

. seventh, to provide as a whole a novelly con-
structed holder for collapsible tubes; eight, to

.+ Provide a device of this class which is very
= simple and economicel of construction, which
may be made of inexpensive materials, such
as pressed paper, light metal, or the like, so
that a holder may be furnished with each
tube, and a device of this class which is dur-
able, and which will not readily deteriorate or
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get out of order; and, ninth, to provide a de-
vice of this class which forms a substantially
permanent means of advertising for destruct-
ible collapsible tubes of plastic substances, or
the like. . : .

With these and other objects in view as will
appear hereinafter, I have devised & collaps-
ible. tube holder having certain novel fea-
tures of comstruction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts and portions, as will be
hereinafter described insdetail and particu-
larly set forth in the appended claims, refer-
ence being had to the sccompanying draw-
ing and to the characters of reference thereon
which form a part of this application in
which: . \

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my col-
lapsible tube holder in its preferred form
of construction, showing a collapsible tube
held therein, and the device held%
shown by dotted lines; Fig. 2is a longitudi-
nal sectional view thereof taken through 2—2
of Fig. 1; Fig. 8 is a full length view of the
under side of the device ; Fig. 4 is a transverse

sectional view thereof taken through 4—4 of

Fig. 2; and, Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional
view thereof taken through 5—35 of F'ig. 2.
Like characters of reference refer to sim-

ilar parts end portions throughout the views

of the drawing. :

My holder, illustrated in the drawing, con-
sists essentially of two frame members 1 and
2, a cateh 8, and a key 4. .

The frame member I of my holder con-
sists of a circular head 1¢ which is concave
at its inner side and provided with 2 central
hole 15, and is provided with legs 1¢ and id
extending to one side of the head; namely,
the concave. The leg le¢ forms one side of
the holder and is of a Iength considerably
greater than the length of the collapsible
tube 0 be held by the holder. The end of
the leg ic is secured, preferably integrally,
to the head 1lg, is curved o conform to the
curvature or transverse contour of the col-

lapsible tube, and merges from this curved

portion into a substantially flat cross sec-
tion at the opposite or extended end of the
leg le. Thus the leg le conforms substan-
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tially to one side of the commercial collaps-
ible tube when filled. _

The frame member 2 forms the opposite
side or opposite leg of the holder. The mem-
ber 2 is preferably flat and is pivoted at one
end, by means of a rivet 5, to the inside of
the leg 1d of the frame member 1, the leg
1d being relatively short and flat. The axis

of the pivotal connection between these mem--

bers is substantially perpendicular to both
long legs. The opposite end of thé frame
member 2 is offset inwardly or toward the
leg 1¢, as indicated by 2a. The end of the
offset portion, indicated by 25, is adapted to
be positioned substantially close to the inner

side of the leg 1¢, and is provided with a_

lug or ridge 2¢ which is adapted to fit into
a correspondingly shaped notch or recess 3a
in the catch 3. This catch consists merely
of a strap offset intermediate its ends and
secured at one end, preferably by means of
a rivet 6, to the inner side of the extended
end of the leg 1c. In order to latch the
member 2 with respect to the free end of the
leg 1c, the former is depressed toward the
leg 1¢, when the former is in an angular. po-

sifion with respect to the latter, and then

the member 2 is shifted about its pivotal axis
until the free end of the member 2 is below
the free end of the catch, with the lug or
ridge 2¢ in the groove 3a. .
V%ehen desiring to place s full tube into the
holder, the member 2 is shifted to one side

_about its pivotal axis. The cap 7 of the col-

lapsible tube 8 is then removed from the re-
duced neck of the tube. The tube is then
placed against the inner side of the leg 1c
and inserted with its neck through the open-
ing 16. The cap 7 is then screwed over the
neck and the member 2 is then shifted to its
latch position. - C ’
Tt will be here noted that since the leg 1¢
is substantially channel shaped and conforms
substantially to one side of the collapsible
tube, this leg substantially holds the collaps-
ible tube against transverse movement with
respect to the holder. - S
t will be further noted that the leg 1c and
the member 2 converge toward their extended
ends and thus conform further to the shape

of the tube. This converging of the leg l¢-

and the member 2 holds the head of the tube
against the head of the holder, that is, holds
the collapsible tube against longitudinal
movement with respect to the holder even
though the cap 7 is removed from the col-
lapsible tube. :

One of the legs of the holder, and prefer-
ably the leg lc of the frame member 1, is
provided with a long and relatively wide lon-
%ilt;udinall_ extending slot - or ogening 1le
through which the advertising on the collaps-
ible tube may be exposed and through which
the thumb or any other finger of the hand of
the user is thrust for compressing the col-
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lapsible tube and thus extracting a portion

of the contents of the tube as desired. This
method of extraction of the contents may be
resorted to until substantially the whole of
the contents is extracted.

In order to facilitate the extraction of the
contents of the tube, particularly when the
tube is considerably compressed by the fin-
gers of the hand, or when the contents have

‘hardened to any extent, I have provided the

key 4 above mentioned. This key is pro-
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vided with a longitudinal slot 4¢ which is

adapted to receive the flat collapsible end

of the tube, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The"

key is provided with a transverse handle

_portion 4% at one end for rotating the key

and thus winding the flattened end of the

“collapsible tube upon the key and forcibly

extracting the contents thereof when the cap
7 is removed, or forcing the contents against
the head end of the tube so that a portion of

“the contents may again be extracted by the

fingers. :

Though I have shown and described a par-
ticular construction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts and portions, I do not
wish to be limited to this particular con-
struction, combination and arrangement but
desire to include in the scope of my invention
the construction, combination and arrange-
ment substantially as set forth in the append-
ed claims. , ,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: ) ,

1. In a holder, a substantially rigid frame
comprising a rigid head and a pair of spaced
apart- relatively long legs extending from
one side of the head at the opposite edges
thereof, one of said legs being hinged to said

head and the other rigid therewith and means’

for connecting the extended ends of the legs
together, the holder being adapted to receive
a collapsible tube, having a reduced neck, lon-
itudinally between the legs thereof,said head
aving a hole for receiving the neck of the
tube, one of the legs having a longitudinal slot
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adapted to receive a finger of the hand to fa- -

cilitate the extraction of the contents of the
tube. ’ :

2. In a holder, a
comprising a rigid head and a pair of spaced
apart relatively long legs extending from
one side of the head at the opposite edges
thereof, and relatively ,shiftaﬂ)g edgewise
means for connecting the extended ends of

the legs together, the holder being adapted to.

receive a collapsible tube, having a reduced
neck, longitudinally between the legs thereof,
said head having a hole for receiving the neck
of the tube, one of the legs having a longi-
tudinal slot adapted to receive a finger of
the hand to facilitate the extraction of the
contents of the tube, and a key shiftable be-

tween said legs for the end of the tube oppo- 130 |
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site the neck thereof for comFressing the tube.

3. In a holder of the ciass described, a
frame comprising a head having a pair of sep-
arable legs extending from the head and
forming a channel therebetween for receiving
and retaining a collapsible tube transversely,
and shiftable edgewise relatively to each
other, one of the legs having a longitudinal
slot intermediate its sides for receiving & -
finger of the hand to facilitate the extraction
of the contents of the tube.

4, In a holder of the class described, a
frame comprising & head having a pair of
separable legs extending from the head end
forming a channel therebetween for receiving
and retaining a collapsible tube transversely,
one of the legs having a longitudinal slot for
receiving a ﬁng};ar of the hand to facilitate the
extraction of the contents of the tube, and a
key positioned between the legs and over the
end of the tube between the legs for compress-
ing the contents of the tube.

5. In a holder of the class described, a
frame member comprising a head having a
long leg extending to one side thereof at one
edge and having a short leg extending to
the same side at the opposite edge, a second
frame member pivotally connected at one end
to the short leg and adapted to be positioned
in opposed and spaced apart relation with re-
spect to the long leg for receiving a collapsible
tube therebetween, the second frame mem-
ber being shiftable to one side with respect to
said long leg to facilitate the insertion and
removal of the tube therein and therefrom
the head having a hole for receiving a reduced
neck of the tube, and means for detachably
connecting the long leg and the free end of
the second frame member together.

6. In a holder of the class described, a -
frame member comprising a head having a
long leg extending to one side thereof at one
edge and having a short leg extending to the
samec side thereof at the opposite edge, & sec-
ond frame member pivotally connected at one
end to the short leg, forming a second long.
leg in opposed and spaced apart relation wit
respect to the first long leg for receiving a
collapsible tube therebetween, the pivotal con-
nection being on an axis substantially perpen-
dicular to the two long legs, and a catch se-
cured to the free end of one of the long legs
and open at one side and adapted to receive
the free end of the other leg from the open
side of the catch by the shifting of the two
long legs about their pivotal axes.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand at Los Angeles, California, this 23rd
day of May 1931, -
ERNEST E. CULLEN.,



