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This invention relates to improvements in 
apparatus adapted to Sustain a golf bag or simi 
lar article in an upright position and more Specifi 
cally to a supporting structure embodying a pair 
of pivotally mounted legs or stanchions extensible 
OutWardly to form a prop or tripod. When the golf 
bag is rested upon its base and retractable against 
the side Walls thereof when the bag is lifted or 
carried by the shoulder strap. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

wide a tripod for a golf bag which is adapted to 
facilitate the Support of the bag in an upright 
position Without manipulation of the supporting 
mechanism. To this end the invention contem 
plates a structure organized to effect the auto 
matic adjustment of the stanchions outwardly 
from the bag and divergent from each other when 
the Weight of the bag and contents thereof are 
released from the shoulder carrying strap and 
further to effect the return of the stanchions 
against the body of the bag and parallel the axis 
thereof upon application of lifting effort upon 
the shoulder strap. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a Supporting structure which is adapted for 
affixation upon golf bags of the type customarily 
found upon the market Without structural modifi 
cation therein. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

stanchion locking device which is adapted to 
facilitate the retention of the supporting mem 
bers in their retracted positions against the Side 
walls of the bag. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a supporting structure embodying a pair of piv 
otally mounted legs which are adapted for uni 
form, adjustment With respect to their relative 
position and With respect to their adjusted rela 
tion. With the golf bag.. . 
A further object of the invention is to con 

struct a tripod or supporting frame which is 
sturdy of structure, relatively light in weight 
and economic of manufacture. 
Other objects more or less ancillary of the 

foregoing and the manner in Which all the vari 
ous objects are realized will appear in the foll 
lowing description which, considered in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, sets forth 
the preferred embodiment of the invention. 
In the drawing wherein the invention is illus 

trated in coordinated relation with a golf bag 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective illustrating the 

improved stanchions in their extended position 
supporting a golf bag in a Substantially upright 
position. 

(C. 150-5) 

Figure 2 is an elevational detail view of the 
fragmentary portion of the stanchion Supporting 
mechanism. 

Figure 3 is a detailed view of a portion of the 
golf bag and supporting mechanism therefor, the 
view being taken at right angles to the illustra 
tion shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is an elevational view similar to 
Figure 3, the Supporting mechanism therein being 
illustrated in its actuated position. 

Figure 5 is a detailed elevational view, partially 
in section, and similar to Figure 2, illustrating the 
Structure of the stanchion Supporting mechanism. 

Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view through the 
arm Support, the Section being taken on a plane 
indicated by the line 6-6 of Figure 3. 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary plan view of the 
Supporting structure for the Stanchions. 
As illustrated in Figure 1 the golf bag 10 is of 

the customary commercial design having a base 
portion 11, longitudinal reinforcing ribs 12 and 
an annular frame member 13 adjacent the Open 
end thereof. The bag is provided With a carry 
ing strap 14, one end of Which is attached to 
the bag intermediate its ends While the other end 
is looped about the frame member 13 and through 
an arm or ring 15 which as provided herein con 
trols the movement of the Supporting stanchions 
16. Adjacent the upper end of the golf bag 10 
and diametrically opposite the carrying Strap 
connection with the ring 15 there is riveted or 
otherwise Secured a bracket 17. The bracket 
17 embodies ears 18 apertured to receive a pin 
19 which Supports a channeled plate 20. The 
portions of the flanges of the channeled plate 
20 above the pivoted connection are cut away 
at a suitable angle to facilitate the oscillatory 
movement of the plate, but to delimit the travel 
inWardly through the abutting engagement there 
of With the bracket 17, as illustrated in Figure 4. 
Upon the outer face of the plate 20 there is a 

pair of mutilated gears 21 pivoted upon rivets 
22, the ends of which are extended to Support 
a cover block 23. The mutilated gears are 
formed with shouldered portions 24 and 25 dis 
posed for abutting engagement to limit the out 
ward movement of the gears during the oscilla 
tion thereof. The outer edges of the plate con 
stituting the gears 2i are affixed to and support 
the stanchions 16, the plane at which the con 
nection is made being forwardly disposed in rela 
tion to the channeled plate 20 in order to provide 
adequate clearance thereWith. The stanchions 
or legs 16 are preferably formed of metallic tub 
ing or may be made of any other material of 
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2. 
similar strength and equivalent rigidity. Upon 
the outer face of the cover block 23 there is a 
stud 26 which retains a leaf Spring 27 adapted 
to urge the stanchions 16 outwardly. The free 
ends of the spring 27 are formed With inturned 
loops 28 which are configured to partially en 
compass the stanchions 6 and thus aSSure the 
retention of the Spring thereon. Intermediate 
the plate 20 and the bracket 17 there is a spiral 
spring 29 having the end portions thereof ex 
tended respectively for engagement with the plate 
20 and the bracket 17 and adapted to urge the 
lower portion of the plate OutWardly from the 
golf bag 10. 
The ring or arm 15 is preferably formed With 

a rectangular section 30 disposed contiguous the 
bracket 17 and arranged to embrace the stan 
chions 16. The opposed portion of the ring is 
formed with sufficient clearance, relative to the 
diameter of the bag, to permit the Vertical oscil 
latory movement of the ring about its pivotal 
connection 31 and thus provide a lever through 
which the retractive adjustment of the stan 
chions may be controlled. 
As illustrated the pivotal connection 31 of the 

arm 15 is Supported upon a guSSet plate 32 which 
may be Secured upon the bag in any Suitable 
nanner. The connection 31 is preferably pro 
vided with a spiral Spring 33 having extended 

A. ends which engage respectively the arrn 15 and 
the gusset plate 32 and thus urge the rearward 
portion of the lever arm downwardly when the 
lifting effort is released from the strap 14. The 
shoulder Strap 14 is provided With a sliding loop 
or keeper 34 which when adjusted retains the ring 
15 in juxtaposition. With the frame member 13 
and thus retains the forward portion of the lever 
in a fixed downward position over the stanchions 
16. 

In operation, when the weight of the bag and 
contents thereof are relieved from the shoulder 
strap the for Ward portion of the lever is ele 
wated by the Spring 33 which permits the Spring 
29 to urge the plate Supporting the stanchions 
outwardly from the bag and the spring 27 to 
effect the divergent separation of the free ends of 
the legs. Thus, when the bag is rested upon its 
base 11 the supporting structure is automati 
cally adjusted to Sustain or prop the bag in an 
upright or substantially vertical position. When 
tension is applied to the shoulder strap the ring 
15 is pivoted upon its fulcrum, the rectangular 
portion 30 thereof being rocked downwardly thus 
drawing the legs towards each other parallel 

3 to the receptacle and inwardly against the body 
of the golf bag. If it is desired to retain the 
stanchions in their retracted position the keeper 
34 may be positioned to close the looped end of 
the shoulder strap which encircles the frame 
member 13 and the ring 15, as illustrated in 
Figure 3. The frictional resistance of the loop 
upon the strap is Sufficient to Sustain or over 
come the effort of the Spring 29 and to hold the 
stanchions in their retracted position. 
Although the foregoing description is neces 

sarily of a detailed character, in order that the 
invention may be completely set forth, it is to 
be understood that the specific terminology is not 
intended to be restrictive or confining, and that 

f various rearrangements of parts and modifica 
tions of structural detail may be resorted to with 
out departing from the Scope or spirit of the in 
wention as herein claimed. 

I claim: 
1. In combination. With a golf bag having a 

1,954,413 
shoulder strap thereon, a supporting stanchion. 
for Sustaining the golf bag in an upright posi 
tion comprising, a frame mounted upon the golf 
bag adjacent the open end thereof, legs pivotally 
Supported upon Said frame, a Spring for effecting 
adjustment of the legs outwardly from the bag, 
a second Spiring for effecting the separation of 
the free ends of said legs, an arm pivotally mount 
ed upon the golf bag, the portion of the arm 
adjacent one side of the pivotal connection en 
gaging the said legs and the portion of said arm 
adjacent the other side of the pivotal connection 
being engaged by the shoulder strap. 

2. In combination. With a golf bag having a 
shoulder strap thereon, a pair of legs pivotally 
Supported On Said bag, a Spring for holding the 
legs extended from the bag, a Spring for hold 
ing the free ends of said legs in spaced relation, 
and a ring pivoted upon the bag, a portion of 
Said ring forward its pivotal connection encom 
passing the legs and a portion of the ring rear 
Ward its pivotal connection Connected to Said 
Shoulder Strap. 

3. In combination with a golf bag having a 
shoulder Strap, a Supporting Structure compris 
ing a bracket affixed to the bag adjacent its 
open end, a plate pivotally mounted upon said 
bracket, the lower end thereof being disposed to 
Swing OutWardly from said bag, a Spring inter 
mediate said bracket and said plate arranged to 
urge the plate OutWardly from said bag, a pair 
of interineshad mutilated gears pivotally mount 
ed upon said plate, a leg mounted upon each 
of Said mutilated gears, a Spring mounted upon 
said plate and disposed to urge the legs apart, 
a ring fulcrumed upon the bag, a portion thereof 
forward the fulcrum encompassing said legs, the 
portion rearward thereof being connected to the 
Said shoulder strap. 

4. In combination. With a golf bag having a 
shoulder strap, and a top frame member, a Sup 
poiting Structure comprising a bracket affixed 
to the bag adjacent itS Open end, a plate pivot 
ally mounted upon Said bracket, the lower end 
thereof being disposed to Swing outwardly from 
said bag, a Spring intermediate Said bracket and 
said plate arranged to urge the plate outwardly 
from said bag, a pair of intermeshed mutilated 
gears pivotally mounted upon Said plate, a leg 
mounted upon each of Said mutilated gears, a 
spring mounted upon Said plate and disposed to 
urge the legs apart, a ring fulcrumed upon the 
bag, a portion thereof forward the fulcrum en 
compassing said legs, the portion rearward there 
of being connected to the said shoulder strap, 
the said strap being looped about Said frame 
member and a slidable keeper for retaining the 
ring in juxtaposition. With Said frame member. 

5. In combination. With a golf bag having a 
shoulder strap, a Supporting structure compris 
ing a bracket affixed to the bag adjacent its 
open end, a plate pivotally mounted upon said 
bracket, the lower end thereof being disposed 
to Swing OutWardly from said bag, a spring in 
termediate Said bracket and Said plate arranged 
to urge the plate outwardly from said bag, a 
stop formed in the upper portion of said plate 
to limit the movement thereof, a pair of inter 
meshed mutilated gears pivotally mounted upon 
Said plate, a leg mounted upon each of said 
mutilated gears, a Spring mounted upon said 
plate and disposed to urge the legs apart, a ring 
fulcrumed upon the bag, a portion thereof for 
Ward the fulcrum encompassing said legs, the 
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portion rearward thereof being connected to the 
Said shoulder strap. 

6. In combination with a golf bag having a 
shoulder Strap, a Supporting structure compris 
ing a bracket affixed to the bag adjacent its 
open end, a plate pivotally mounted upon said 
bracket, the lower end thereof being disposed 
to SWing OutWardly from said bag, a Spring inter 
mediate said bracket and said plate arranged 
to urge the plate outwardly from said bag, a 
pair of intermeshed mutilated gears pivotally 
mounted upon Said plate and formed with abut 
ting shoulders to delimit the rotative movement 
thereof, a leg mounted upon each of Said muti 
lated gears, a Spring mounted upon said plate 
and disposed to urge the legs apart, a ring full 
Crumed upon the bag, a portion thereof forward 
the fulcrum encompassing Said legs, the portion 
rearward thereof being connected to the said 
shoulder strap. 

7. In combination. With a golf bag having a 
shoulder Strap, a Supporting structure compris 
ing a bracket affixed to the bag adjacent its 
Open end, a plate pivotally mounted upon said 
bracket, the lower end thereof being disposed 
to SWing OutWardly from Said bag, a spring in 
termediate Said bracket and said plate arranged 
to urge the plate outwardly from said bag, a 
pair of intermeshed mutilated gears pivotally 
mounted upon said plate, a leg mounted upon 
each of Said mutilated gears, a spring mounted 
upon said plate and disposed to urge the legs 
apart, a ring fulcrumed upon the bag, a portion 
thereof forward the fulcrum encompassing said 

3 
legs, the portion rearward thereof being con 
nected to the said shoulder strap and a spring 
disposed intermediate the ring and the fulcrum 
connection and arranged to urge the forward 
end of said ring upwardly. 

8. A golf bag comprising a container portion, 
a carrying Strap therefor, legs pivoted to Said 
bag, a Spring adapted to urge the ends of the 
legs from the bag, a Spring adapted to urge the 
legs apart, a lever pivoted to said bag, inter 
mediate the end portions, one end of said lever 
engaging said legs, the other end thereof being 
connected to the Said carrying Strap. 

9. A golf bag comprising a Container portion, 
a carrying strap therefor, legs pivoted to said 
bag, a Spring adapted to urge the ends of the 
legs from the bag, a Spring adapted to urge the 
legs apart, means to effect the uniform move 
ment and separation of the legs, a lever pivoted 
to said bag intermediate the end portions, one 
end of said lever engaging said legs, the other 
end thereof being connected to the said carrying 
Strap. 

10. A golf bag Comprising a container portion, 
a carrying strap therefor, legs pivoted to said 
bag, a Spring adapted to urge the ends of the 
legs from the bag, means to delimit the outward 
movement of the legs, a Spring adapted to urge 
the legs apart, a lever pivoted to said bag inter 
mediate the end portions, One end of said lever 
engaging said legs, the other end thereof being 
connected to the said carrying strap. 

ANDREW M. HUNTER. 
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