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(57) ABSTRACT 

An Internet-based method and system permits users to list 
their real estate properties on respective web site pages, edit 
their pages, and create new pages for additional listings. A 
feature of the invention provides for opening a domain name 
file for each new page and for E-mailing a request to register 
the new domain names. Such web site creation and editing 
may be made whenever the user wishes by simply accessing 
a home page, entering a corresponding service function Such 
as editing an existing page or creating a new page. The user 
can then carry out the selected function from a personal 
computer over the Internet. The domain name may corre 
spond to a parameter of the property Such as its street address. 

The user provides a user name and password combination is valid 

verifyuser.asp 
Verify that the username?password combination is valid, 

Walid Entry 

selectaction.asp 

liwalid ser 

The user will now be allowed to choose whatever he/she is allowed 
to do, such as create a site, perform administrative work, etc. 

Ooselook.a.sg 
Select a site look. 

createste.asp 
Provide information io create a site. 
Choose donnair name. 

Valid Entry 

pay.asp 
Provide credicard information io 
VeriSignäfor verification 

Successful CC Transact 

inalize the order. 
- Add a property.com folder. 
- update database. 
- E-mail thank you to Customer. 
- Ernal HostPro to set up domain 
association. 

- Email PropertiesOnline.com as 
notification of order 

- - 

Cortains Errors 

invalid CC 

finalizedder.asp 
F 

- - 

Select property to edit. 

Createsite.asp 
Edit property information. 

C ontains EFors 

Custinfo.asp 
Edit custoner information. 

Contains Errors Walid Ert 

  

  



Patent Application Publication Apr. 1, 2010 Sheet 1 of 2 US 2010/0083350 A1 

FG 1 

USER 

Home.asp 

The user fills our all information needed to 
create an account. Username, password, 
name and contact information are required to 
create an account. The USer can upload his/ 
her picture at this time. 

Custinfo.asp 
Verify that the use has provided all the required 
information and that such information is valid. 
- Ensure user does not exist in the database 
- Ensure there are no usernane Conflicts, 

Valid Entry 

Custinfo.asp 
Add the customer to the database. If success 
fully added, login the customer. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

    

  

  

  



Patent Application Publication Apr. 1, 2010 Sheet 2 of 2 US 2010/0083350 A1 

FG 2 

Existing Customer 

login.asp 
The user provides a user name and password Combination is valid 

Verify that the usernanel password combination is valid. 

Walid Entry 

The user will now be allowed to choose whatever he/she is allowed 
to do, such as Create a site, perform administrative work, etc. 

invalid User 

choose look.asp 
Select a site look. 

CreateSite.asp 
Provide information to create a site. 
Choose domain name. 

valid Entry 

Provide credit Card informalion to 
VeriSigrafor verification O 

Successful CC Transact 

Finalize the order. 
- Add a property.com folder. 
- Update database. 
- E-mail thank you to Customer. 
- Email HostPro to set up domain 
association. 

- Email PropertiesOnline.com as 

Select property to edit. 

Edit property information. d 

Walid Ert 

Edit customer information, 4 

Walid Ert 
n 

: notification of Order | 
- - 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  



US 2010/0083350 A1 

METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ADVERTISING 
REAL ESTATE OVER THE INTERNET 

0001. This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 09/872,446 filed on Jun. 1, 2001, now U.S. Pat. No. 
6,760,707, which is herein incorporated by reference in its 
entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention generally relates to advertis 
ing and selling of real estate and, more specifically, to online 
advertising and selling of real estate by enabling sellers to 
create individualized web sites for individual properties for 
sale. 
0003. The proliferation of personal computers having 
access to the Internet has significantly altered the way sellers 
and buyers can find each other to effect a mutually beneficial 
transaction. The buyer has the benefit of numerous search 
engines that can find web sites based upon selected words or 
phrases. The seller has the benefit of using one or more web 
sites with numerous pages and links to describe products, 
receive buyer information and selections, and affect the pur 
chase. 
0004 One particular area of commerce that gains signifi 
cantly from the technical innovations of the Internet is the real 
estate market. Buyers employ the Internet to search for avail 
able properties in particular neighborhoods, having certain 
features they desire, being offered within selected ranges of 
price, and so forth. Sellers, through their brokers, can offer 
their properties at a web site which can be used to present 
relevant data such as price, number of rooms, size, age, con 
struction and to provide photographs of the properties. Such 
web sites are particularly useful when the product data 
remains relatively stable over time because changing the con 
tent of each page of a web site on a frequent basis such as 
every week or even every day, can be relatively inconvenient 
and costly. 
0005. Unfortunately, real estate offerings inherently 
undergo a rapid rate of change. Properties are sold or enter 
escrow and are taken off the market. New properties regularly 
become available. Prices of available properties change often 
to attract more potential buyers. Terms change such as 
whether a seller may be willing to carry a second mortgage 
and at what interest rate or the amount of earnest money 
required to hold a property during the escrow period. In any 
event, it is evident that the way real estate property is adver 
tised and sold is not amenable to an Internet system in which 
relatively fixed web site presentations are inconvenient and 
costly to change or create on a frequent basis. 
0006 Various prior art patents provide real estate-related 
system and methods that are computer and/or Internet ori 
ented. Of particular interest in this regard are the following 
references and examples: 
0007 U.S. Pat. No. 5,794.216, Aug. 11, 1998, for Method 
And System For Data Acquisition In A Multimedia Real 
Estate Data Base, is a system for data acquisition in a multi 
media real estate database. The database contains textual 
information for each house for sale, an exterior image for each 
house, an interior image for each house, and a parameter 
indicatingaportion of the exterior image corresponding to the 
interior image. All of the foregoing is in a common database 
format. 
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0008 U.S. Pat. No. 5,754,850, May 19, 1998, for Real 
Estate Method And Apparatus For Searching For Homes In A 
Search Pool For Exact And Close Matches According To 
Primary And Non-Primary Selection Criteria, is a real estate 
method for searching for homes in a search pool according to 
selection criteria. Selection features are selected and each 
item in the database is examined to determine if an item has a 
given search feature. If an item is an exact match to a given 
search feature, then that item is assigned full points. If an item 
closely matches the search feature, then the item is assigned 
partial points. Items with the highest total points are dis 
played. 
0009 U.S. Pat. No. 5,584,025, Dec. 10, 1996, Apparatus 
And Method For Interactive Communication For Tracking 
And Viewing Data, is a system for acquiring and displaying 
information relating to a specific industry Such as real estate. 
The information relates to a particular property, community, 
financing, demographics, et cetera and can be accessed by 
real estate agents and end users. When, where, and how often 
an advertisement and/or property is viewed is instantly 
recorded by the system. Viewership and response patterns can 
be retrieved by advertisers. 
0010. However, none of these prior art disclosures pro 
vides a system or method that is real estate oriented and which 
addresses the aforementioned problem of rapidly changing 
data including the need to frequently delete sold properties 
and add newly available properties. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0011. In one aspect of the present invention, a method of 
advertising products and services through at least one web 
site on the Internet, Such products and services having fre 
quently changing parameters rendering it desirable for a 
seller to also frequently modify the web site to keep the 
advertising current; comprises a) providing a home web site; 
b) determining at the home web site whether a user is an 
existing customer or a new customer and linking to either of 
at least two alternative second web sites depending upon the 
determination; c) if the user is an existing customer, present 
ing user log-in data entry at the corresponding second web 
site; d) verifying that the log-in data is valid; e) offering the 
verified user a selection from a plurality of service functions, 
at least one of the functions being the creation of a new page 
for advertising an added productor service: f) linking the user 
who has selected the creation service function to a site cre 
ation page and permitting the user to select a new site layout 
and to enter data related to the added product or service; g) 
providing payment data entry to the user and verifying the 
payment data; and h) linking the user to a final page for 
finalizing the new site creation, updating appropriate data 
base entries, and obtaining a file folder corresponding to a 
domain name for the new site. 
0012. In another aspect of the present invention, a system 
for advertising real estate on the Internet and permitting a user 
to add new linked web sites corresponding to additional real 
estate properties offered by the user comprises a plurality of 
computers each having an Internet browser and being con 
nected for communication through an ISP to the Internet; at 
least one web server having a corresponding data base and 
being connected to the Internet, with the web server and 
corresponding database having account and web site data for 
a plurality of users, each Such user being assigned at least one 
web site page pertaining to at least one real estate property; 
and the server having a device for receiving data correspond 
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ing to a new real estate property listing, generating a corre 
sponding new web site page, and creating a file having a 
corresponding domain name. 
0013 These and other features, aspects and advantages of 
the present invention will become better understood with 
reference to the following drawings, description and claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014 FIG. 1 is a flow chart diagram of the method of the 
invention for use by existing customers; and 
0015 FIG. 2 is a flow chart diagram of the method of the 
invention for use by new customers. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0016. It will be understood hereinafter that while the 
present invention is particularly useful and advantageous in 
the advertising and sale of real estate properties over the 
Internet, the invention is applicable to a variety of commercial 
transactions where descriptions and other data relating to the 
offered commodities change frequently. 
0017. In general, the present invention provides a simple, 
but unique and elegant Solution to Internet-based advertising 
and sale of rapidly changing commodities including real 
estate properties. In contrast to past methods and systems, the 
present invention enables a user Such as a seller of real estate 
property to create a Listing Domain such as 555MainStreet. 
com. The Listing Domain is a seller-created web site that 
permits frequent updating of such information, and allows a 
prospective buyer to view the information over the Internet, 
either through a central portal or separately from Such portal. 
An embodiment of the system and method herein also pro 
vides for account creation, log-in functions, and user admin 
istration functions. In yet another aspect of the present inven 
tion, users can create or modify web site layout and 
information at any time they wish over the Internet, pay for 
Such services such as by providing credit card information, 
and Subsequently receive verification of such services such as 
by E-mail sent to the user over the Internet. 
0018 Referring to the drawings and particularly to FIG. 1, 
there is shown a flow diagram that contains the steps of an 
embodiment of the inventive method. The steps shown in 
FIG. 1 are those that may be carried out by an existing cus 
tomer or user having access to the invention by means of an 
Internet connection. It will be understood that such a connec 
tion typically involves a personal computer that has been 
programmed to provide an Internet browser and that has a 
communication interface Such as a phone or DSL modem that 
is connected to a suitable telephone system. Further, it will be 
understood that the customer or user has access through an 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) to the Internet and its World 
WideWeb to display and, interact with any web site having a 
registered Domain Name including a suitable Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL). In view of the well-known charac 
teristics and operation of Such apparatus and Software, they 
need not be described herein in detail. Moreover, other and 
more recent innovations for Internet access, such as wireless 
access through PDA's and cellphones, are also contemplated 
for use by customers and users of the present invention. 
0019. It will be seen in FIG.1 that a user begins the process 
by entering an Active Server Page (ASP) called “home.asp’. 
An ASP is a dynamic HyperTextMarkup Language (HTML) 
device that combines HTML and Visual Basic (VB) script and 
generates HTML on a web server. If the user indicates that the 
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user is an existing customer, the user then attempts to log-in 
by entering a username and password at the site "login.asp’. 
If the username?password combination is valid as determined 
at the site “verify user.asp' (i.e., already in the server data 
base), the user is then permitted to select at the site “select 
action.asp' a service function to perform, such as to create a 
site, perform administrative work (i.e., changes to existing 
web sites or Listing Domains), etcetera. 
0020. In the illustrated embodiment, if the user selects the 
site “administer.asp', the user is then able to add and/or edit 
property information at “createsite.asp' for existing property 
sites or Listing Domains such as modifying price status or edit 
customer information at "custinfo.asp’. The user may also 
view, post and remove material Such as reports regarding site 
visitors and the like. Upon completion of these administrative 
functions, the system may return to “home.asp' where the 
user may start the process anew. 
0021 Alternatively, if the user wishes to create a new site 
or Listing Domain, the user may go to “chooselook.asp' to 
look at an existing site and then to “createsite.asp' to select a 
new site layout and provide other information regarding the 
newly presented property. The system is designed to sense 
errors and determine when an entry is valid. 
0022. The user then proceeds to the site “pay.asp' where 
credit card payment for the new site may be effected as well 
as providing additional verification of the user's identity. If 
the credit card transaction is successful, the user gains access 
to the site “finalizedrder.asp' where the user may finalize or 
complete the new site or Listing Domain order. 
0023 The “finalizedrder.asp' site automatically serves a 
number of functions. In the illustrated embodiment, these 
functions include adding a property.com folder for a domain 
name corresponding to the newly created site for the newly 
displayed property. Thus, for example, a new Listing Domain 
such as 555MainStreet.com is created by the inventive system 
to correspond to the new order for a property having the Street 
address 555 Main Street. The server database is updated to 
reflect the new site and the entered information. The user is 
sent an E-mail acknowledgement of the new site order. E-mail 
is also sent to the HostPro to set up the domain association for 
555MainStreet.com. Finally, the method provider, in this 
instance Properties Online, is notified of the new transaction 
by E-mail as well. The system then returns to “home.asp' in 
the event that the user wishes to amend or create another 
property site. 
0024 FIG. 2 illustrates a flow diagram that contains other 
steps of another embodiment of the inventive method. The 
steps shown in FIG. 2 are those that may be carried out by a 
new customer or user. More specifically, as shown in FIG. 2, 
upon entry to the web site “home.asp', the user indicates that 
he or she is a new customer and is sent to the site "custinfo. 
asp’. At this site, the new customer fills out all needed infor 
mation to create an account including at least a username and 
password. Other information, such as the name and address of 
the user's agent, may also be provided for convenience and/or 
security. 
0025. The system of the present invention then verifies the 
provided information. Such verification may include the steps 
of ensuring that the customer does not already exist in the 
server database and of ensuring that there are no username 
conflicts. The new customer is then added to the database if 
there are errors needing correction. The system then returns to 
the site “home.asp'. 
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0026. In application, a seller of real estate may create a 
Listing Domain that contains pictorial and textual informa 
tion about a property for sale or rent, as an example. Selling 
terms and/or property features, as an example, described in 
the Listing Domain can be continually accessed, added, 
deleted, and changed by the seller. Likewise, the Listing 
Domain can be accessed by potential buyers, as an example, 
either indirectly through the “home.asp' site (i.e., central por 
tal) or directly to the URL of the Listing Domain. Conse 
quently, and unlike prior systems and methods, the present 
invention enables buyers to locate real estate, as an example, 
without having to first locate the “home.asp' site. In other 
words, the Listing Domain may be advertised on aposted sign 
on the property for sale, as an example, so that a potential 
buyer may see the URL and go directly to the Listing Domain 
without first having to go the “home.asp' site. 
0027. It will be understood that what has been referred to 
herein as a “web site' or “site' is also commonly referred to 
as a “web site page' or “page'. It will also be understood that 
utilizing links to each web page after "home.asp' are carried 
out automatically in response to entries by the user on the 
previous page. Furthermore, while the embodiment disclosed 
herein illustrates use of the invention for advertising and 
selling real estate properties, it will be understood that other 
commodities may be advertised and sold using the method 
and system of the invention. In fact, virtually any type of 
product or service involving frequently changed data, par 
ticularly where users are the preferred or most convenient 
source of such changing data, can find advantageous applica 
tion of the invention with appropriate modification for the 
different products or services. 
0028. Accordingly, although one embodiment of the 
invention has been disclosed by way of illustration, the scope 
of protection hereof shall be limited only by the appended 
claims and their equivalents. 

1-18. (canceled) 
19. The method of claim 24, wherein the property web site 

is an editable web site that allows the user to alter information 
about the property found on the property web site. 

20. The method of claim 24, wherein the user is charged a 
fee for creating the property web site. 

21. The method of claim 24, wherein the site-creation web 
site includes data entry options including a new web site 
layout, whereby data related to the real estate property may be 
entered. 

22. The method of claim 24, wherein access to the existing 
property web site to perform administrative work is provided 
through said home web site. 

23. The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of 
facilitating advertising the registered domain name on a sign 
physically located at the real estate property. 
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24. A method of advertising a property over the Internet 
comprising the steps of 

a) providing a home web site to a plurality of users on the 
Internet, said home web site being configured to identify 
an existing user by associating said existing user with a 
user account, 

b) providing said existing user with a site-creation function 
configured to receive input from said existing user to 
create a new property web site for each of a plurality of 
properties for said user and an edit function to edit an 
existing property web site associated with said user 
account, said input comprising information about said 
property and a unique domain name for each new prop 
erty web site, and providing said existing user with a 
Select action function to select said site-creation func 
tion or said edit function; and 

c) automatically recording data correlating said user 
account and the plurality of property web sites associ 
ated with said user account including updating a data 
base containing information about said existing user and 
the property website for each of said plurality of prop 
erties, and automatically registering said unique domain 
name for said new property web site, whereby a poten 
tial buyer may obtain information on each of said plu 
rality of properties by providing said unique domain 
name to the Internet. 

25. A method according to claim 24 wherein said unique 
domain name excludes the Internet address of said home web 
site. 

26. A method according to claim 24 wherein said property 
is real estate and said unique domain name comprises the 
street address of said real estate property. 

27. A system for advertising a property over the Internet 
comprising: 

a) means for providing a web site to a plurality of users on 
the Internet, said web site being configured to identify an 
existing userby associating said existing user with a user 
acCOunt, 

b) means for providing said existing user with a link acces 
sible by said existing user from said web site to a site 
creation web page configured to receive input from said 
existing user to create a new property web site for each 
of a plurality of properties for said existing user, said 
input comprising information about said property and a 
unique domain name for each new property web site; 
and 

c) means for automatically recording data correlating said 
user account and the plurality of property web sites 
associated with said user account, and registering said 
unique domain name for the new property web site, 
whereby a potential buyer may obtain information on 
the property by providing said domain name to the Inter 
net. 

28. A method according to claim 24 further comprising 
allowing a new user to create a user account to become an 
existing user. 


