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To all whom it may concermn:.

Be it known that I, HUGO LOEWENBACH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil-
waukee, connty of Milwaukee, and State of
Wisconsin, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Garments, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in |

garments, with especial reference to the pro-
vision of means for utilizing the suspender-
fastenings of trousers and similar garments
for supporting the undergarment.

In a former.application filed by me No-
vember 27, 1901, and allowed May 22, 1902,
Serial No. 83,876, I have described a form of
construetion in which the suspender-fasten-
ings are located between the waistband of a
pair of trousers and the belt-band, which is
secured to the waistband on each side'of the
suspender - fastenings by vertical lines of
stitehing.

The object of my present invention is to
provide a reinforcing-strip for the suspender-
fastenings, whereby the latter is supported
from each side of the undergarment-loop, the
effect of this reinforcing-strip being to pre-
vent the fastening from being pulled into-an
angular position, as Well as to reinforce’ the
attaehment

In thefollowing descrlpmon reference ishad

to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a top view illustrating one form
of my invention as it appears when applied
to the waistband of a pair of trousers with
the belt-band pulled away from the waist
and the button-shank broken off in order to
show the support of the undergarment-loop.
Fig. 2 is a similar view in detail showing a
modified form of construction.” Fig. 3 isa
side view of the form of reinforcing-strip
shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 41is a top view in de-
tail, similar to Fig. 2, showing a form of re-
inforcing-strip secured at both ends to the
waistband and belt-band; and Fig. 5 is a de-
tail view of the inner face of the waistband
provided with the invention shown in Fig. 4,
partly broken away.

Like parts are identified by the same refer-
ence-letters throughout the several views.

1 is the waistband of a garment, such as a
pair of trousers.

2 represents belt-straps similar to those

inner face thereof; and a reinforcing-

shown and described in my former applica-
tion, the straps being secured to the waist-
band at 3 by cross-stitching. In the form of
construction shown in Fig. 1 each belt-strap
2 is provided with buttonholes at 4 between
the lines of stitehing 3, adapted to receive the
head of the button 5.

6 is a supporting-loop connected with the’

undergarment, the button 5 being passed
through this loop before being inserted
through the buttonhole 4.
ers are used, the button is also passed through
the buttonhole of the suspender-strap before
being inserted in the buttonhole 4. In the
form of construction shown in Figs. 2 and 3,
however, an independent strip 8 is employed,
this being stitched to the belt-strap at 9 and
provided with a buttonhole 10, registering
with the button 5, In this construection no

‘buttonhole is provided in the belt-strap 2, the
‘I'strip 8 serving to reinforce the button and

performing the same funetions in this respect
as the belt-strap itself in the construction
shown in Fig. 1.

In Fig. 4a reinforeing-strip 12 is’ employed

 similar in character tothe strip 8, but secured

at both ends by lines of cross-sbitching 3,
which also secure the belt-strap in- position.
This construction is preferred, as it reinforces
the button more effectually than the strip 8
and no extra stitching is employed to secure
the strip in position. It is also preferred
over the construction shown in Fig. 1, for the

-reason that the button is not exposed, but is

covered by the belt-strap, although the latter

may be omitted enmrely, if desired. An ad--

vantage, however, in the constructions shown
in Figs. 2 and 3 is found in the fact that the
but‘con is more easily manipulated throu@h
the buttonhole.

Having thus deseribed my mventlon, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination with the waistband of

a garment, such as trousers; buttons on the
strip ex-
tending over the button and secured to the
waistband at each side thereof; said strip be-
ing provided with a buttonhole in registry
with the button.

2. The combination with the waistband of
a garment, such as trousers; buttons on the
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inner face thereof; and a reinforcing-strip
connected with the waistband and provided
with a buttonhole in registry with the button.

3. The combination with the waistband of
a garment, such as trousers; of suspender-

fastenings secured to the inner face thereof;

and a reinforcing-strip secured to the walist-
band on each side of a fastening, and pro-
vided with means for engaging said fasten-
ing, whereby the latteris supported both from
the reinforcing-strip and from the waistband.

4, The combination with the waistband of
a garment, such as trousers; of buttons se-
cured to the inner face thereof; a belt-band
covering the buttons, and secured to the waist-
band on each side thereof; reinforeing-strips
interposed between the belt-band and the
waistband, and secured to both at said points
of attachment, each such reinforcing-strip
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being provided with a buttonhole registering
with one of the buttons.

5. The combination of the waistband of a
garment, such as trousers; of buttons on the
inner face thereof; and a reinforeing-strip
secured to the garment at each side of each
button, and provided with a buttonhole reg-
istering with the button, said reinforcing-
strip being secured to the waistband above
and below the button, whereby the garment-
loops may be inserted from below, and the
suspender-straps inserted from above, for at-
tachment to the button.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

HUGO LOEWENBACIH.

Witnesses:

LEVERETT C. WHEELER,
LYMAN G. WHEELER.
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