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This invention relates to improvements in bank
checks of the type which are usable in connection
with sorting and tabulating machines.

Bank checks are the chief medium of exchange
in the United States through which about 96
per cent of all commercial and business transac-
tions are effected. The handling of these checks
by banks constitutes about nine-tenths of the
bank’s internal expense, and with the exception
of a relatively small quantity of checks printed
on cards of the type usable in connection with
sorting and tabulating machines, all of these
checks must be sorted, listed and otherwise proc-
essed by hand. The card checks now used are
extremely sensitive to damage during ordinary
handling and must not be folded, spindled, per-
forated, cut or mutilated in any way, since other-
wise they will not be usable in sorting and tabu-
lating machines. These card checks’ can, there-
fore, not be used with check writing and protect-
ing devices of the kind commonly employed by
the users of checks.

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a bank check made of two parts, one of
which is of card material usable in sorting and
tabulating machines, and the other part of which
may be made of ordinary paper and may be used
in the manner now customary with paper checks.
A further object of this invention is to provide
a two-piece check with means for enabling the
card part of the check to be handled in sorting
and tabulating machines without interference by
the paper part of the check. Other objects of
this invention will appear from the following
description and claims.

In the accompanying drawings:
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Pig. 1 is a face view of a check embodying this

invention;

Fig. 2 is an edge view thereof;

Fig. 3 is a rear view of the check: and

Figs. 4 and 5 are views, on a reduced scale,
showing modified forms of my improved checks.

The check as shown in Figs. 1 to 3 comprises a
part 1 which is made of a cardboard of the type
suitable for use in tabulating and sorting ma-
chines, and 8 represents the part of the check
which may be made of any suitable or desired
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paper. The part 8 of the check may be printed

in blank in any manner desired and may then be

filled in by writing in the usual manner, and !

the front face of the card part T of the check may
be used for printing any desired information
thereon, or may be left blank, and the rear face
of this card part of the check may have the usual
numerals printed thereon in rows and may be
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used in a perforating machine for recording cer-
tain data thereon. The card part of the check
may have one corner thereof diagonally cut off
as shown at 9, as is common in tabulating cards,
50 that the card part of the check will be pre-
sented to tabulating and sorting machines in
proper relation thereto, in other words, with the
right side up so that the perforations through
this portion of the check will be correctly

- recorded.

The two parts of the check may be secured to-
gether in any suitable or desired manner, for
example, by means of paste or glue, so that two
overlapping edge portions of the two parts of
the check are secured together along a crosswise
zone or band 10,

Tabulating and sorting machines are provided
with means for automatically feeding the cards
into correct relation to the machine, and in stand-
ard tabulating cards of the Hollerith type, a longi-
tudinal edge of the card is usually engaged by
the feeding means or fingers of the machine.
Since the paper part 8 of the check cannot be
used for accurately feeding a check to a tabu-
lating or sorting machine crosswise of the length
of the check, because of the flimsy nature of the
paper and because these paper parts of the checks
may vary in size and shape, I provide means for
enabling the check to be fed endwise to the ma-
chine. For example, I provide along the upper
and lower portions of the card part of the:check
accurately formed inwardly extending edges 11
which may be engaged by feed fingers of a tabu-
lating or sorting machine in which the feed mech-
anism is arranged to cooperate with my improved
check. The card parts of the checks are made
of accurately uniform dimensions and the edges
i1 are also located in accurate relation to other
parts of the card part so that accurate feeding
of the card part of the check is assured inde-
bendently of the paper part 8. In order to make
it possible for the fingers of such modified sori-
ing or tabulating machine to engage the edge
portions 11, spaces are provided adjacent to the
edge portions 11 into which the fingers of the ma-~
chine may enter, this being done in the con-
struction shown in Figs. 1 to 3 by means of cuts
12 which are arranged diagonally and meet the
inner ends of the edge portions if,

By means of this construction, the card parts
of the checks can be fed to such modified sorting
or tabulating machines, regardless of the nature
or condition of the paper part 8 of the check.
Consequently, it is possible to use the paper part
of the check in any manner in which paper
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checks have heretofore been handled. For ex-
ample. the paper part of the check may be used
on check writers or check-protecting devices
which may perforate or mutilate portions of the
check, and the paper porticns of the checks may
be folded in any desired manner. They may be
perforated by putting them on spindles in the
usual manner, and groups of these checks may be
held together by tight rubber bands.
customary uses of ordmary checks. cannot be
applied to card checks as now used because such

uses would damage the card checks so as to ren-,

der them unfit for use in sorting and tabulating
machines.
checks may also have other papers stapled,
pinned, or otherwise secured thereto withott

damage to the card part T of the checK. .The
paper parts of the checks herein described are,
therefore, usable in connection with thachines’

and apparatus of the kind now commonly em-
ployed by banks and bank’s ‘gustoitiers'in connec-
tlon with' the' drawmg of checks and the checks

may also’ be d¥ranged iit’ chieckbooks: of various

types: inchiding’ the’ foldmg checkbooks which dre

now populay with’ mdny users of chécks, the folds’

being’ in’ the' paper parts of the checks

Hh F1g 4, T have shown a modxﬁed form: of this
invéntion in which the rear edgés of the cald‘

parts 15 of the checks have portions 6 at the
upper and lower parts of the check exposed for
enghgenient by the féed fingers of a gorting or
tabuldting machine, and the paper ﬁalt 17 6f the

chedk: hds the éorners ¢t off, 43 showa' at’ (8] to

provide spades into which: the firigers of the ma-
chities’ Miay ernter to' erigage the exposed édge
portions 16 of the card part of thé check. The
paper part may pe: secured to: the card part of
the:check by sn adhesive along the zong £9.

Anotheér modified form' of ¢heck is shiown in
Pig. 5, in which' the paper part 24 of the check
is of less width than the card part 75 and is
centrally: secured’ with reference to the adJacent
edge of the card part along the zone 27, thus Teav-
ing edge portions.28 exposed fov engagement by
the:feed fingers of g machine,

. Thie card part of the check is p10v1ded on &
face with a§ many. rows. 30 of index nufibers as
may be desired, and the card part may be per-
forated 4t any of these numbers. These rows of
numbers may be used for any stitable of desived:
purpose. The numbers of certain rows may, for
examplé, be perforated to- indicate the Federal
Reserve district in which: the bank on which the
check is drawn is located: Other rows of indéxes

may be used for designating the particular bank' :

in' the district on which: the check is drawi,
and still: 6ther rows may be used: for designatmg
the particular branch of the' bank. Other rows
may. be used: to- desighate specific accounts’ with~
in the bank on which the check is drawn: All of
these perforations may be made in the card patts
of the checks while they are Being manufactured
and while in'blank form. These perfordtions may
be used in suitable sorting miachines for sorting
checks: according to: districts; banks, branches and
individual accounts. The ﬁrst mentloned perfora-
tions, for example may be used for sorting checks
according to the Federal Réeserve districts m
which they are drawn either in smtmg machmes
or By the use of sultable 1nd1cat01s in ba.nks
1n Whlch hand smtmg 1s employed ’I‘he checks

1g § ations in ano ¥
nifmber of rows accofding to the several banks in

All of these

The paper parts of my improved
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such Federal Reserve district. These banks in
the district may then use other perforations to
sort the checks according to the specific branch
of the bank on which it is drawn and according
to specific accounts.

Other rows of indexes may be used for perforat-
ing the card portion of the check according to
the amount for which the check is drawn and
for any . other information, and these perfora-
tibns may be used in connection with suitable
tabiilating nmiachines or sorting machines, accord-
ing to the use made of the particular rows of
perforations. Other uses may, of course, be made
of the perforations in the card parts of the
checks.

BY Taedns of the checks described, a great deal
of the work of banks in connection with the
handlmg of checks may be done mechanically
WwitRh miuch greater speed and higher accuracy
than can be done by hand and the saving of
tiivte-in handling checks is a very important fac-
tor in expediting the transfer of funds. The
checks described have all the advantages of the
card checks now used to a small extent in which
the entire check is’ made of card material, and
my improved checks are not nearly so sensitive
to mutilation, since the card parts of the checks
ave relatively smaill. Since the card parts of the
checks are stiffer and resist folding more than

! the paper parts of the checks, it will be natural

for users of these checks, if they wish to fold
them, to fold the soft paper portions of the
checks. The paper parts of my improved checks
are usuable in connection with any check writ-

ing.and protecting instrumentalities now in use,
so_that the adoption of my improved checks does
not render such equipment obsolete. By provid-
ing exposed edge portions on portions of the card
part of the check adjacent to the paper portion,

i0 the feedmg of the card portions can be effected

with. a high degree of accuracy in fesding to
machmes which accuracy cannot be cbtained
with. checks made entirely of paper of the type
on whlch checks are ordinarily printed at the
pr esent tlme Since the card parts of my im-
pE oved checks are smaller than card checks now
in use, they are less subject to distortion and
change in length due to changes in temperature
and hum1d1ty, and consequently, the card parts
of my nnproved checks can be used accurately in
sultable tabulating and sorting machines under
condmons which would render it impossikle fo
use card checks in such machines.

The word “cald” is herein used to designate
any suitable relatively stiff material which is

usable in sorting and tabulating machines, and
the; word: “paper” is uszed to dcsigna‘ne any ma-
terial which it may be desired to use for print-
ing, writing and protecting checks. -

T claim as my invention: -

1. A check made in two parts of different ma-
teuals secured together along adjacent edges of
the two parts, one of the paris being made of
card material, and the other part heing made of
papel of materially less thickness than said card
material and having a check form thereon, said
card: part of the check adiacent to the junction
with the, paper part being provided with edges
accmately located with relation to other portions
of said card part and exposed for engagement by

parts of suitable sorting and tabulating machines
for feeding the card part of the check to said
magchines without interference by the paper part
of ‘me check which is attached thereto

2. A check méde of two parts, one part bemg
of card material and the other part being of pa-
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per and having a check form thereon, said parts
being arranged lengthwise of the check and se-
cured together intermediate of the ends of the
check, said card part of the check being accu-
rately formed for cooperation with suitable sort-
ing and tabulating machines and being provided
at the upper and lower edges of the check with
inwardly extending edge portions by mesns of
which said card portion may be fed to sorting and
tabulating machines with the edge of the card
portion located at one end of the check leading
and with the paper portion of the check trailing.

3. A check in accordance with claim 2, in which
the inwardly extending edge portions of the card
part of the check are arranged adjacent to the
portion of said card to which the paper part is
attached, said edge portions being accurately lo-
cated with relation to other edges of the card
part of the check to ensure correct feeding of the
card part of the check to sorting and tabulating
machines. '
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4. A bank check according to claim 2, chag-
acterized in that the paper part of the check
is secured to the card portion of the check in
such manner as to leave portions of that edge of
the card part to which the paper is secured ex-
posed for engagement by feed members of suit-
able sorting and tabulating machines’

NEIL D. CALLANAN.
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