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. This invention relates to abdominal sup-
ports and has as an object to provide a gar-
ment, having a relatively rigid reinforcing
member adapted to localize the pressure of
the garment and having means for adjustin%
the pressure of the reinforcing member and
for also adjusting the pressure of the gar-
ment adjacent the reinforcing member.

The invention further contemplates the
provision of an adjusting means for a rein-
forcing member of the character described,
which means will act to distribute the pres-
sure equally along the edges of the reinfore-
ing member and which will be capable of as-
sociation with a garment without in any way
weakening the garment.

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will become more apparent as the

- following description proceeds, particularly
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when reference is had to the accompanying
drawings wherein, ‘

Figure 1is a back plan view of a garment
in an extended position showing the inven-

o tion applied to the same;

Figure 2 is an enlarged front plan view of
a portion of the garment shown in Figure
1; and
~,Figure 3-is a view similar to Figure 2,
showing a slightly modified form of con-
struction.

Referring now particularly to the drawing -

wherein like reference characters designate

corresponding parts throughout all views,

- there 1s illustrated in Figure 1 a belt or ab-
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dominal supporting garment formed of twe
sections 10 and 11 connected together at the
back by the lacing 12 in a manner hereinafter
to be more fully described. For the purpose

of illustration, the section 11 has been di-:
vided ‘in order that the garment might be-

shown in extended position. At the front the
sections 10 and 11 are connected by quick de-

tachment means such as the snap fasteners 13..
Associated with the front of the garment,.

is a reinforcing member 14 adapted to local-
ize the pressure of the garment over a pre
determined desired area. This member is
of stiffer material than the body of the gar-

%o ment and may be conveunisnily formed of

1929. Serial No. 37Y6,653.

light sheet metal enclosed in a suitable cloth
cover.

For adjusting the pressure of the reinfore-
ing member there is provided a pair of straps
15, connected to the edges of the reinforcing
member as by the lacings 16. In order that
the lacings may pass through the garment
without weakening the same, eyelets 17 are
formed in the garment adjacent the reinfore-
ing member. The reinforcing member is pro-
vided adjacent its edges with the eyelets 18
through which the cords of the lacings ex-
tend so that the pressure exerted on the rein-
forcing member through the lacings is dis-
tributed along the edges of the reinforcing
member. The lacings 16 are preferably ar-
ranged in such a manner that the pull on the
straps 15 will be transmitted to the reinfore-
ing member with an increased force and the.
lacings are further arranged in such a man-
ner that the pressure of the garment adja-
cent the reinforcing member will also be ad-
justed when the pressure of the reinforcing
member is adjusted. Accordingly, each lac-
ing includes a cord 19, secured in an eyelet
20, in the end of -its respective strap member.
From the eyelet 20, the cord extends freely
through one of the eyelets 17, through one
of the eyelets 18 in the reinforcing member
and then back to the garment where it is
looped- through two of a series of eyelets
21 formed in the garment adjacent the eyelets
17. From eyelets 21, the cord is extended
freely through another eyelet 18 and then
back to the strap 15. The manner of lacing
is such that the transversely extending por-
tions 22, of the lacing do not move when the
strap 15 is pulled to vary the pressure of the
member 14. Thus, a leverage effect is ob-
tained by which a relatively long pull on the
strap 15 causes a relatively small movement
of the member 14, but increases the force of
this’' movement.” Further, the transversely
extending portions 22 of the lacing act to
draw the garment inwardly adjacent the re-
inforcing member when the straps 15 are
pulled to increase the pressure of the rein-
forcing member, v o

As iTIustrated, the straps 15 are preferably
conneetad to the lacing 12 €6 adjilst the latter-

80

PO



10

15

o
5

(S
(52}

45

50

55

60

65

2

when the pressure of the reinforcing mem-
ber is adjusted. Thus, each strap is provided
with a slide buckle 25, provided with the eye-
lets 26. The lacing is extended from the
buckle 25, through the eyelets 27, of the sec-
tion 11, then through the eyelets 28, of the
section 10, and then to the eyelets 26" of the
other buckle 25’. This is continued until
the lacing has been extended through all of
the eyelets in the manner illustrated, result-
ing in the production of a leverage eflect
whereby a movement of the straps is con-
verted into a lesser movement of the garment
sections. It will be clearly understood that
the free ends of the straps are extended
through the slide buckles so that the straps
may be adjusted by merely pulling on the
free ends of the same.

From the above it is believed that the strue-
ture and use of the invention will be readily
apparent. The reinforcing member 14 will
function to accentuate the pressure of the
garment over a predetermined desired area
and by exerting a pull of the straps 15 the
pressure of the reinforcing member may be
increased. Further, as the pressure of the
reinforcing member is increased, the garment
will be drawn inwardly adjacent the rein-
forcing member by the portions 22 of the
lacings 16. The eyelets 17 in the garment
permit the lacings to pass through the gar-
ment without weakening the same, while the
eyelets 18 in the reinforcing member dis-
tribute the pull of the straps along the edges
of the reinforcing member.

In Figure 3, a slightly modified form of
construction is shown wherein the reinfore-
ing member 14’ is connected directly to the
adjusting straps 15" by means of the lacings
30. Iach lacing includes a cord 31, anchored
at its one end in an eyelet 32 on the end of
its respective strap. The cord extends from
the eyelet 32 freely through one of a series of
eyelets 33 in the garment and is then looped
through two of a series of eyelets 34 in the re-
inforcing member. The cord is then returned
backwardly through another of the series of
eyelets 33 in the garment to the end of the
strap, this lacing being continued through
all of the eyelets in the manner illustrated.
Thus, the pull on the straps 15" will be trans-
mitted directly to the edges of the re-enforc-
ing member without any increase in force.
Further, in this form of construction, the
earment will not be drawn inwardly adjacent
the reinforcing member when the pressure of
the latter is increased.

While the invention has been described
with considerable detail, it is to be greatly
understood that the description is not defini
tive of the limits of the inventive idea. The
right therefore, is reserved to make such
changes in the details of construction and
arrangement of parts as will fall within the
purview of the attached claims.
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What I claim as my invention is:

1. An abdominal support comprising a
garment, a relatively rigid-reinforcing mem-
ber associated with said garment for accentu-
ating the pressure thereof over a predeter-
mined area, and means for adjusting the
pressure of said reinforcing member and for
simuitaneously adjusting the pressure of said
garment adjacent said reinforcing member,
said means including a pair of straps and
lacings connecting the ends of said straps to
the edges of said reinforcing member, said
lacings being connected intermediate their
ends to the said garment adjacent the re-
inforcing member,

2. An abdominal support comprising a
garment, a relatively rigid reenforcing mem-
ber associated with said garment for accentu-
ating the pressure thereof over a predeter-
mined area, and means for adjusting the
pressure of said reinforcing member and for
simultaneously adjusting the pressure of said
garment adjacent said reinforcing member,
said means including a peir of adjusting
straps and lacings anchored to said straps
and having looped portions extending
through eyelets in said garment and in the
edges of said reinforcing member, said loop
portions being anchored at their other ends
to said garment whereby the pull exerted on
said straps is transmitted to said reinforcing
member with an increased force.

3. An abdominal support comprising a
garment having two sections, lacings con-
necting said sections, a relatively rigid re-
inforcing member associated with the gar-
ment, lacings extending through said mem-
ber and garment, adjusting straps free with
respect to said garment and having eyelets
receiving the last mentioned lacings, and
buckles adjustable on said straps and having
eyelets receiving the first mentioned lacings.

4. An abdominal support comprising a
garment having two sections, a relatively
rigid reinforcing member movable relative to
the garment, adjusting straps free relative
to the garment, buckles adjustable on said
straps, a connection between said sections
including means connected to said buckles,
and a connection between said member and
garment including means connected to and
movable with the straps.

5. An abdominal support comprising a
garment having two sections, a relatively
rigid reinforcing member movable over one
section, an adjusting strap movable freely
relative to said garment, a buckle adjustable
on said strap, lacings connecting said sections
and having portions extending through said
buckle, and lacings connecting said reinforec-
ing member and strap and having portions
extending through said garment.

6. An abdominal support comprising a
garment having two sections, lacings con-
necting said sections, a relatively rigid re-
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inforcing member associated with and mov-
able relative to said garment, an adjusting
strap freely movable relative to the garment
between the lacings aforesaid and said re-
5 inforcing member, a buckle adjustable on
said strap and having eyelets receiving por-
tions of the lacing, and lacing connecting
said reinforcing member and strap, said lac--
ing having portions extending over the outer
10 face of said reinforcing member and having
other portions extending through said gar-
ment. .
7. An abdominal support comprising a
garment having two sections, a relatively
15 Tigid reinforcing member associated with one
of said sections, an adjusting strap freely
movable relative to said garment, a buckle
adjustable on said strap, and two sets of
lacings associated with said strap, one lacing
op connecting together the sections of the gar-
ment and having portions connected to the
buckle, and the other lacing serving as a con-
nection between the reinforcing member and
strap and having portions extending through
o5 the garment.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
SAMUEL H. CAMP.
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