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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, JosgrpH H. MARSHALL,
of Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent and
State of Michigan, have invented a new and
Improved Spring Clothes Pin; and I do here-
by declare the following to be'a full and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tion, and Fig. 2 a longitndinal section.

Similar letters of reference in the accompa-
nying drawings denote the same parts.

This invention relates to that class of
clothes-pin in which two pieces or jaws are
employed actuated by a spring. These jaws
are usually hinged together at or near the cen-
ter, and forced apart at their upper énds by
the spring, the opposite ends constituting the
holling portion, this construction necessi-
tating the employment of a hinge or pivot to
hold the jaws in their proper relative posi-
tions.

My invention has for its object to provide
~for public use a spring clothes-pin, in which
" the spring shall hold the jaws together and

prevent them from being displaced laterally ;
and to-this end it consists in the peculiar con-
struction of the jaws and spring, and their
combination with each other, as I will now
proceed to deseribe.

Iu the drawings, A A’ represent wooden
pieces, having jaws B and tapering upper ends
C like those in common use. The pieces A A’

are thickest at the point D on their proximate
faces, where the piece A is provided with a
transverse ronnded recess, @, and the piece A’

with a corresponding rounded lug or pro-
Jection, a/, fitting into the recess a, as shown, .
and constituting a fulerum. E represents the
spring, composed of a piece of wire of suitable
stiffness bent so as to form two nearly circu-
lar portions, e ¢, parallel with each other, and
‘united at their ends, and a sufficient distance
apart to inclose the pieces A A’, as shown in
Fig. 1. The ends of the spring Ii rest in
transverse grooves cut in the outer sides
of the pieces A A/, between the fulcramn and
the jaws B, the tension of the spring holding
the jaws together, while the curved sides of
the spring extend back of the fulerum, as
shown, so that the metal composing the
spring cannot come in contact with the fabrics
beld by the jaws, thereby avoiding any liabil-
ity of staining said fabrics.

It will be seen that the parts A A’ are held
closely together; and prevented from lateral
displacement by thespring, while the rounded
lug or fulerum o’ fitting in the recess a pre-
venfs any longitudinal displacement. 'The
use of a separate hinge or rivet is therefore
dispensed with, and the construetion of the
pin cheapened and simplified.

Ieclaim as my invention—

The pieces A A/, having the rounded recess
- and corresponding projection a/, in combina-
tion with the spring K, all constructed, ar-
arranged, and operating substantially as and
for tlie purpose specified. ’

JOSEPH H. MARSHALL,

Witnesses:
EBEN SmITH,
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