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LIFE-PRESERVER.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN CORLIN, a citizen
of the United States, residing in the township
of Sparta, county of Kent, and State of Michi-
gan, have invented a new and useful Life-
Preserver, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
life-preservers; and it has for its object to pro-
vide a preserver the buoyant power of which
is confined within a sack so constructed as to
allow the same to be fitted around the chest
and back, and. which, when inflated, buoys
the person up and at the same time allows a
free movement of the arms. ‘

With these objects in view the invention
consists in a flexible band composed of rub-
ber cloth and provided with back and front
communicatingair bagsorchambersandother
details of construction herein pointed out,
illustrated in the drawings, and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a life-preserver constructed in
accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a
cross-section of the same on the line x z of
Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
ignates a flexible body-band adapted to pass
around the body beneath the arms, and is pro-
vided with the straps and buckles «, that
firmly secure the same to the body of the
wearer. On opposite sides of the band—the
front and back, aceording to the position in
which the same is worn—are the inflatable
air-chambers B and C,which when filled give
buoyance to the wearer. Between said air-

chambers and the portion that comes between
the arms the band is reduced to a narrowed
portion or neck D, between the walls of
which is formed the air-passage E, commu-
nicating with both of the air-chambers and
provides an additional chamber in itself
which assists in the bnoyance of the preserver.

Communicating with one of said air-chambers
is the flexible air-supply tube If, provided on
its end with a valved nipple f and by means
of which air is supplied to both chambers
through the communicating passage.

It can be readily seen that the preserver
can be easily inflated, and when the air is
withdrawn from the same it leaves itin a flat-
tened condition that permitsof its being worn
without trouble or inconvenience when not
used, and is applied to the body around the
chest and fastened under the arms opposite
thenarrow portion or neck D of the band, thus
placing the air-chambers in the front and back
of the wearer, with the communicating pas-
sage under the arms, and providing by this
construction and arrangement a device that
while assisting to float a person at the same
time allows a free movement of the arms.

The operation and construction of my pre-
server are thought to be apparent without fur-
ther description.

Having thus described my invention, what
I eclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— .

A life-preserver composed of a single flexi-
ble band adapted to be secured around the
chest and under the arms of the wearer and
provided with separated and independent
bulb air-chambers adapted tobeinflated and
expanded only on the back and in the front
of the wearer, a reduced portion or neck be-

‘tween said chambers, and a narrow air-pas-

sage between the walls of said neck and com-
municating under thearms with the front and
back air-chambers, substantially as specified.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
JOHN CORLIN.

* In presence of—

A. B. CHENEY,

A. H. SAUER.
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