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UNITED STATES

_PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE 8. N. HUMPHRIES,

OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

SLATE-PENCIL SHARPENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No.486,470, dated November 22, 1892.
Application filed May 28, 1892, Serial No. 434,750, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, GEORGE S. N. HuM-
PHRIES, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ingat Frankford,(Philadelphia,) in the county
of Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Slate- Pencil Sharpeners, of
which the following is a specification.

The principal object of my invention is to
provide a simple, inexpensive, durable, and
efficient slate-pencil-sharpening device.

My invention consists of a slate- pencil-
sharpening device constructed and arranged
substantially as hereinafter described and
claimed.

Thenature and characteristic featuresof my
invention will be more fully understood from

‘the following description, taken in connection

with the accompanying drawings, forming
part hereof, and in which—
Figure 1 is a top or plan view, drawn to an

-enlarged scale, of a slate-pencil sharpener em-

bodying the features of my invention. Fig:
2 is a perspective view,drawn to an enlarged
scale, of the rear of the device with the hinged
sliding plate thereof withdrawn from its nor-
mal position in connection with the device in
order to expose to view the internal construec-
tion of the part for effecting the grinding
away and pointing of the pencil; and Fig. 3
is a similar view of the device in its normal
or operative position, illustrating the manner
of holding the device with one hand -and also
showing a slate-pencil in application thereto
and the mode of sharpening and pointing the
same in the device.

Referring to the drawings, a is a butterfly-
shaped casting comprising integral lateral
wings a and ¢*and abilla®. The semicircular
body portion of the casting ¢ is provided with
tapering ribsd, which extend from one end of
the casting to near the other end thereof and
with a contracted offset b’ at o~ near the outer
end b?of the casting, adapted to permit of the
reception and retention of the point formed
on the slate-pencil while the other portion
thereof is being ground away or is given its
prope1 conical form.,

¢ is a stop or prOJectlon formed on the un-
der or rear side of the wing o’ of the butter-
fly-shaped casting a, for a purpose to be pres-
ently fully explained. The ribbed and chan-

neled conical internal body of the casting a
performs the grinding operation on the slate-
pencil in a manner to be presently explained.
To the wing ? of the casting a is pivoted a
slidingand centrally-recessed plate d,adapted
to be swung into rosition and to be seated
against the rear surfaces a*and a’of the cast-
ing a, with the outer edges of this plate in
contact with the inner wall ¢’ of the stop or
projection ¢, the sliding and centrally -re-
cessed plate d being hmcred or pivoted to the
wing a® by means of a rivet d’ or other suit-
able means, and- the recess provided in the
plate d is a tapering one in order to conform
in an opposed position to the tapering ribbed
and channeled body of the casting a. The
lug or bill ® of the casting « is provided in
order to form a rest and bearing-surface for
the fingers in holding the device while em-
ployed for effecting the intended operation
upon a slate-pencil blank.

In use the deviee may be employed for
sharpening and pointing a slate-pencil in the
following manner: The fingers of the left hand
are preferably caused to assume the respect-
ive positions shown in Fig. 8 in connection
with the device with the pivoted sliding-plate
d brought into such position as that the up-
per edge at one portion thereof will be in con-
tact with the stop or projection ¢, when the
slate-pencil blank eto be sharpened is insert-
ed into one end of the device. Certain of the
fingers of the right hand are then employed to
rotate around and around the blank in contact
with the tapering ribbed and channeled sur-
face of the casting ¢ and recessed surface of
the plate-d. The frictional bearing due to
the pressure of the thumb against the plate
d and casting a causes the pencil e by such ro-
tation thereof in a short time to be ground
away and pointed in a most satisfactory man-
ner, and the ash or fine particles removed dur-
ing the abrading or grinding-away operation
collect in the channels formed in the body of
the casting ¢. By holding the device at a
slight angle such ash and fine particles can
be readily removed from the device without
in the least interfering with the sharpening
and pointing operation of the article. When
the pencil has been sufficiently ground away
and pointed, if may then be w1thdrawn by
hand from the device for use.
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This pocket device for sharpening slate-pen-
cils is exceedingly simple in construction and
in its mode of operation for theintended pur-
pose; but it will be manifestly obvious that
as to minor detailssome modifications may be
made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

Having thus described the nature and ob-
jeets of my invention, whatI claim as new,and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A slate-pencil sharpener comprising a
partially-eylindrical casting having a ribbed
and channeled internal body and a covering-
plate applied thereto, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

2. A slate-pencil sharpener comprising a
casting having a tapering ribbed and chan-
neled infernal body and a pivoted and taper-
ing recessed plate adapted to contact or seat
with therearsurface of said easting, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. A slate-pencil sharpener comprising a
casting having wings and a ribbed and chan-
neled tapering internal body, and a plate piv-
oted to one of said wings and adapted to be
brought into engagement with and held in
position on the one side of said wings, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

4. A slate-pencil sharpener comprising a
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casting having wings, a bill, stop, and a ribbed
inner body, and a plate pivoted to one of said
wings and adapted to be broughtinto engage-
ment with said stop, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

5. A slate-pencil sharpener comprising a
casting having a tapering or conical ribbed
inner body, wings, and a stop, and a sliding
plate connected with one of said wings and
adapted to contact with the stop of the other
wing, substantially asand for the purposes set
forth.

6. A slate-pencil sharpener eomprising a
casting having a tapering or conieal ribbed
and channeled internal body and a contract-
ed offset at the upper or outer end thereof,
wings, a stop, and a bill formed integral with
said casting, and a plate pivoted to one of
said wings and adapted to engage with the
stop of the other of said wings, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
signature in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

GEORGE S. N. HUMPIHRIES.
Witnesses:

GEO. W. LAMBERT,
FrEDK. D. ECKHARDT.
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