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Specification of letters Patent, 

To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, FRANK. M. WEBER, a 

citizen of the United St. residing at Car 

0 

5 
there is provided a rotatable holder for 
a Sitable spring and this holder is pre 

20 

25 

specification, in which drawings - 

2 is a front elevation of the machine with 
structures. Fig. 3 is a detail section through 
a coin-controlled detent. 

40 

'a basic member 1 provided with a cover 2 

terior of the machine, or the spring may be 
wound by reversing the direction of rotation 
of the drum 3. On one head of the drum 

55 

more particularly to the vending of postal 
cards and other such articles although of 
course, some features of the invention may 

A is of Fig. 2 with some parts broken 
35 

. . Within the casing there is mounted a drum 3 
45 

titions.4 so spaced as to accommodate one or 

casing inclosing a suitable spring 6 motinte 
50 

sonville, in the county of Sanilac and State 
of Michigan, have invented a new and use 
ful Vending-Machine, of which the follow 
ing a specification. . . . ... " . . . . 

his invention has reference to improve 
ments in vending machines and is directed 

be used in connection with other types of 
vending machines. ... 
In accordance with the present invention 

postal cards under the constant impulse of 
vented from rotating by heans of a suitable 
coin-controlled lock liegbanism which, on 
the introduction of a ?proper coin, and 
through the intermediary of the coin, is 
controllable by an operator to cause the 
movement of the reservoir of postal cards to: 
a position where a card is released and per 
mitted to gravitate into the reach of the 
operator. 
The invention will be best understood 

from a consideration of the following detail 
description taken in connection with the ac companying drawings forming a part of this 

Figure it is a vertical section on the line 
away to reveal more remote structures. Fig. 
parts broken away to reveal more remote. 

Referring to the drawings, there is shown 
which may be semi-cylindrical in shape and 
made of sheet metal or other material. 

provided with a circular series of radial par 
more postal cards between them. At the 
center of the drum there is formed a ES 
on an axial abor 7 which later may be 
made rotatable and accessible from the ex 

thera'is formed a circular series of spaced 

teeth 8 by means of which the rotation of 
the drum may be prevented or arrested at 
any point and which are utilized for co-ac 
tion with suitable pawls or levers for the re 
lease of the drum to the action of its spring 60 through movements for predetermined dis-, 
tances. At one side of the drum there is se 
cured to the casing a coin-controlled mech 
anism designated generally by the reference. 
numeral 9. This coincontrolled imechanism .65 
is provided with a side plate 10 to which is 
pivoted a lever 11 having at its longer end a 
tooth 12 normally in the path of the teeth 
8. This lever is urged into engagement with 
the teeth 8 by means of a suitable spring 13. 70 
The other end of the lever, that is, the end 
remote from the tooth 8, is designated at 14 
and extends a short distange beyond the pivot point of the lever on the side remote 
from the said tooth 12. This end 14 of the 75 
lever 11 is in the path of coins of proper size 
introduced into a coin chute 15 carried by 
the casing i. 

Pivoted to the plate 10 above the lever 11 
is a dog 16 having a tooth 17 at its free end 80 
adapted to be moved between the teeth 8 in 
the path of said teeth. The movement of 
the dog 16 away from the teeth 8 is arrested 
by a stop 18 of any suitable construction. . 
The stop 18 may be made adjustable by 85 
means of a suitable slot. 19 therein and an 
adjusting screw 20. The feason for this 
adjustment will appear-farther on. 

Pivoted to the plate 10 so as to project 
through a slot 21 in the front of the casing 90 
is a trigger-shaped manipulating lever 22 
having a fingerpiece 23 exterior to the cas 
ing and within easy reach of an operator. 
This trigger 22 has a portion extending 
above the pivot point designated at 24 and a 95 
spring 25 tends to maintain the trigger in its 
normal position. The other end of the trig 
er, that is, the end on the side of the pivot 
24 remote from that engaged by the spring 
25 has formed thereon an inclined shoulder 100 
26 adapted to engage an inserted coin and 
the lower edge of the manipulating lever or 
trigger 22 has formed therein a series of 
notches 27. The trigger, 22 on one side of 

pivot is connected by a link 28 to the 105 
og 16. 
fied to the casing or to the plate 10 as 

the case may be, below the trigger 22, is a 
block 29 provided on one side with a tooth 
30 adapted to the notches 97. This block 29 
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is coin-engaging inger 32 so related to the end 

is adjustable in the direction of its length 
with relation to its support by means of 
screw or bolt 31 and the end of the block 
remote froin its support is formed into a 

8. 
& 

i4 of the ever that a coin of proper size, 
such as designated at 33 in Fig. 1, on be: 
ing introduced into the coin chute 15 will 
gravitate until airested by engagement at 
one edge with the lever end 14 and at the 
other edge with the finger 32. A spring 34 
tends to elevate the block 29 until its tooth 
30 is seated in some one of the notches 2 in 
the lower edge of the manipulating trigger 
22, but this spring is of such strength that 
the weight of a coin is sufficient to move the 
block against the resistance of the spring 
until the tooth 30 is out of engagement with 
its particular notch 27. 
Back rotation of the drum 3 is prevented 

by a lever. 35 having one end in the path of 
the teeti S and there maintained by a suit 
abie spring 36 while the other end may ex 
tied into a coin guide 37 designed to direct 
a coin after passing through the coin-con 
trolled mechanism into a suitable receptacle 
38. The level 35 will hold a deposited coin 
temporarily in front of a window 39 in the 
front of the casing. 

Let it be assumed that a customer desires 
to purchase a postal card, or Fiore than one 
postal card, in accordance with the design 
if this, niacbine, then a coil) is introducert 
into the coin slot 15 and gravitates until it 
is stopped by engagement with the extell 
sion 4 of the lever 11 and with the finger 
end 32 of the block 29, it being assumed that 
the coil is of the proper size. If the coil be 
too small, it wilt pass freely between these 
two points and reach the receptacle 3.S. As 
sushing that tie coin 33 is of roper size and 
ilas been airester as described then the 
weight. of the coin will nove the block 2: 
intil the tooth, 30 is out of engagement with 
the corresponding notch 27. Now the op. 
cirator may depress the fingerhold 23 and 
with it the trigger 22 about its pivot 24 
which novement will cause the shoulder 26 
to be brought into engagement with the 
coin thus moving the end 14 of the lever 
if 'eawardly, and causing the tooth 12 of 
tie iever it to nove out of engagement with 
a tooth S on the side of the dril 3. The 
spring (3 is now free to act and the di' in 3 is 
rotated on the impulse of the spring 6 but the 
ovement of the trigger 22 has caused a o 

!'esponding movement of the dog (3 and the 
tooth it of the said dog (3 is low it the 
path of one of the teeth S and so the drin 
3 can only rotate until a corresponding 
it oth 8 has engaged the tooth it of the dog 

when further movement of the dium is 
i’eyeated. This hovenient, however, has 
sed the actuation of the lever 35 about 
pivot, and the end of this lever which 

of postal cards, it is only (ecess; 

942,117 

extends into the coij, guide 37 has lifted 
the coin exposed at the widow 39 to such 
an extent that the coin will slip of the end 
of the lever and find its way into the recep 
ticle 3S. The lever 35 as soon as it escapes 
from the tooth S with which it was engaged 
oil the rotative novellent of the drun will 
move back into its in orial position before 
the active coill has escaped from between 
the ever end it and block 29 so that when 
this coin does escape, which it does by the 
action of the inclined shoulder 26 thereon 
the level 25 is in position to arrest the coin 
in front of the Window. 39. As soon as the 
coin has escaped from the block 2) the latter 
lnoves to its normal position unlel the ac 
tion of the spring 3-laid the tooth 30 will 
engage in the corresponding one of the 
notches 27 and pass fro: lotch to not ch 
as the pinion 22 assumes, its normal position 
inder the action (if the spring 25 after t 
ing released fron pressure of the finger of 
the operator and serves to lock this trigger 
against further invenent in the active di 
rection until another coil) is inserted. 

() ) By luaking the block 29 adjustable length 
wise the active et 3:2 may be brought 
uneau'er to or fathe) from the end 14 of the 
lever 11 and so the unachine pav be readily 
adapted to coils of different dial' eters. 
Since the hovenet of the trigger 22 is 
about a fixed pivot 24, the extent of ove 
inherit of this trigger varies with coins () 
different diameter's act therefore in order 
to bring the dog i. ( with its tooth into ctive 
engagellent with the lect S both the stop 
is a list the link 2S may be made adjustable. 
the ai'i'angeulent is stic that when a coln 
: 'test between two partitions 4 is 

lyi'ot gilt into proper position the card or 
cards therein contained will gravitate onto a 
gicie late 40 and so fict their way to the 
exterior of the tachie. 

\ }}a}d 41 made fast to the casig aid 
closely einbracing the crum 3 in the paths 
of the outer edges of the cards will prevent 
the cards from escaping except in line with 
the discharge guide 10 where the drum may 
be discontinuet. 

Since it is desirable at times to adapt the 
Jihachine to the sate of one two postal 
cards or to a comparatively ge numbc} 

V to ad 
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75 
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5 

just the block 29 toward or from the lever 
end 14 to and correspondingly adjust the 
link 2S and dog G to cause the machine to 
respond properly to coins of different di 
amcici's. For installce, the machine may be 
adjusted to cause the discharge of one postal 
ca'd at a time on the introduction of a one 
cent, piece, or the machine may be adjusted 
to respond to a five cent, piece, in which case 
a number of postal cards, say five or six, 
may be placed in each pocket formed be 
tween the partitions 4 so that on the opera 
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tion of the machine a corresponding number machine and operating to lock said member 

O 

15 

20 

of postal cards will be discharged at one in the inoperative position in the absence of 
title. By this means the same mechanism is an inserted coin. " . 
adapted for delivering different quantities .5. In a vending machine, a vending mech 
as may be desired without the necessity of anism having a constant tendency to move 
any change whatsoever in the structure but actively, and a coin-controlled lock therefor only in the adjustment of parts. comprising a detent lever having one end in 
What is claimed is: the path of an inserted coin, a co-acting 
1. In a vending machine, a vending mech- member accessible from the exterior of the 

anism having a constant tendency to move machine and provided with a series of 
actively, and a coin controlled lock therefor notches, and a stop member for the coin 
in the path of an inserted coin, a co-acting in the member accessible from the exterior 
member accessible from the exterior of the of the machine and operating to lock said 
machine, and a stop member for the coin member in the inoperative position in the 
having means for locking the member, ac- absenge of an inserted coin, said stop mem 
cessible from the exterior of the machine in ber yielding to the weight of an inserted 
inoperative position. coin, to release the member accessible from 

2. In a vending machine, a coin-controlled the exterior of the machine. 
lock comprising an operating memoer for 6. In a vending machine, a vending mech 
the vending side of the machie, a stop nem- anism, and a coin-controlled lock therefor 

E. a detent lever having one end having a projection adapted to the notches 
65 

70 

ber for the coin co-acting with the said op comprising two co-acting members, adapted 
erating member to arrest the novement of to be, connected aetively through theirer 
an inserted coin of proper size, and an op- mediary of an inserted coin of proper size, 
erating member accessible from the exterior and an adjustable stop for the coin co-acting 
of the machine, said stop member and last- with gue of the members to arrest the coin 
named operating member co-acting to cause and provided with means for locking the the lockin of the last-named operating other member in inactive position in the ing s p 

path of an inserted coin, a member accessi 
35 

40 

45 

50 

... member in inactive position in the absence of absence of a coin and yielding to the weight 
30 P a coin of proper size in the machine. 

3. In a vending machine, a vending megh 
anism, and a coin controlled lock therefor comprising a leyer having one end in the 

of the coin to unlock said member. 
1. In a vending machine, a coin-controlled 

lock comprising a member accessible from 
the exterior of the machine and having a 

ble from the exterior of the machine, and tion, a detent lever in operative relation to 
a stop member for the coin having means the said first-named member through the 

| 

for locking the member accessible from the intermediary of an inserted coin, a locking 
exterior of the machine in inoperative po- dog coli:1ected to the first-named member, a 
sition and having a constant tendency to the coin sir; movable to lock the first-named 
locking position, said stop member moving nemher in inactive position in the absence 

of a coin and yieldable to the weight of a 
coin to release the said first named member, 
and a vending mechanism having a constant 
tendency to move actively and controlled by 
the said coin lock. 

to the release position under the weight of 
an inserted coin. - 

4. In a vending machine, a vending mech 
anism having a constant tendency to move 
actively, and a coin-controlled lock therefor 
comprising a detent lever having one end in 
the path of an inserted coin, a co-acting mem 
ber accessible from the exterior of the ma 
chine and provided with a series of notches, 
and a stop member for the coin having a Witnessés: 

my own, have hereto afixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

FRANK M. WEBER, 

projection adapted to the notches in the A. R. NILEs, 
member accessible from the exterior of the ALEX. B. SIMONsoN. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
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80 

85 
normal tendency to move to inactive posi 

90 

95. 

  


