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(57) ABSTRACT 
A dynamic random access memory (DRAM) comprises 
a divided plurality of memory array blocks. Each mem 
ory array block comprises a memory array having 
memory cells and a sense amplifier. In refresh opera 
tion, activating signals for activating each of the sense 
amplifiers are outputted. The output timings of the 
activating signals are different from each other, so that 
each of the sense amplifiers are activated at different 
timings. Consequently, a peak valua of the current con 
sumed by the activation of the sense amplifiers can be 
reduced. 
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DYNAMIC RANDOMACCESS MEMORY DEVICE 
WITH STAGGERED REFRESH 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention generally relates to dynamic 

random access memory devices and, more specifically, 
to a dynamic random access memory device (hereinaf 
ter simply referred to as DRAM) in which a peak value 
of current consumed in refresh operation is reduces. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing one example of a 

conventional DRAM. The DRAM shown in this figure 
is disclosed in, for example, Japanese Patent Publication 
Gazette No. 23397/1987. Referring to FIG. 1, the 
DRAM comprises divided two memory array blocks 
100a and 100b. The memory array block 100a comprises 
memory cell arrays (MCA) 31a and 32a connected to a 
sense amplifer (SA) 41a, Y decoders (YD) 21a and 22a, 
and dummy cell columns (DCC) 51a and 52a, Similarly, 
the memory array block 100b comprises memory cell 
arrays 31b and 32b connected to a sense amplifier 41b, Y 
decoders 21b and 22b, and dummy cell columns 51b and 
52b. An address buffer (AB) 80 for receiving external 
address signals Aoto An, from which X address signals 
Xo to Xn and Y address signals Yo to Yn are outputted. 
Four X decoders (XD) 11a, 12a, 11b and 12b, each 
connected to receive signals Xo to Xn, are connected to 
memory cell arrays 31a, 32a, 31b and 32b through word 
lines WL1a to WL2na and WL1b to WL2mb, respec 
tively. An input/output control circuit (IOC) 90 is con 
nected to four memory cell arrays 31a to 32b through 
four I/O lines 93 to 96 so as to control input/output of 
data signals through a data input buffer (DIB) 91 and a 
data output buffer (DOB) 92 connected thereto. 
There is a sense amplifier activating signal generating 

circuit (SAG) 70 generating an activating signal db3 for 
activating two sense amplifiers with a sense amplifier 
decoder (SAD) 61 connected to the output thereof. The 
signal db3 is outputted in response to an external RAS 
signal. The sense amplifier decoder 61 receives the sig 
nal db3 and outputs signals d3a and p3b for selectively 
activating either one or both of the two sense amplifiers 
41a and 41b in response to the X address signal Xin. The 
sense amplifiers 41a and 41b are activated in response to 
the signals d3a and db3b, respectively. The signal Xn is 
a signal of the most significant bit and generally used for 
a largest division of the memory cell array. 
A refresh control circuit 71 is connected to receive an 

external RAS signal and an external CAS signal. It de 
tects the fall of the CAS signal before the fall of the RAS 
signal so as to determine that the refresh mode is exter 
nally designated. In a DRAM having self refresh mode, 
the circuit 71 detects a REF signal for designating the 
self refresh mode. In either case, when the refresh oper 
ation is requested, a delayed signal b4 is outputted to 
the sense amplifier decoder 61 in response to the detec 
tion. 

In reading operation, the sense amplifier decoder 61 
outputs either the signal db3a or d3b for activating one 
of the two sense amplifiers 41a and 41b in response to 
the X address signal Xn. A data signal stored in the 
memory cell is amplified by the activated sense ampli 
fier 41a or 41b to be outputted through one of the I/O 
lines 93 to 96 and through the data output buffer 92. 

In refresh operation, the sense amplifier decoder 61 
outputs the signals d3a and p3b simultaneously for 
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2 
activating both sense amplifiers 41a and 41b. The data 
signals stored in the memory cells are amplified by the 
activated sense amplifiers 41a and 41b to be stored again 
in the memory cells. Such refresh operation is effected 
on the memory cells respectively connected to the 
word lines WL1a to WL2mb. More specifically, m 
word lines are successively selected by the X decoders 
11a to 12b and the sense amplifiers 41a and 41b are 
activated every time to refresh the data signals in the 
memory cells connected to the word line. 
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing a part of the 

memory cell array 31a and the sense amplifier 41a con 
nected through a bit line pair BLj and BLj. FIG. 3 is a 
timing chart illustrating the operation thereof. These 
are shown in, for example, Digest of Technical Papers 
pp. 252 and 253 of International Solid-State Circuits 
Conference 85 held in 1985. 

Referring to FIG. 2, a memory cell M is connected 
between a bit line BLj and a word line WLi. The mem 
ory cell M comprises a capacitor Cs for storing a data 
signal and an NMOS transistor Qs for switching. The 
sense amplifier 31a comprises a CMOS flip flop con 
nected between the bit lines BLj and BLj. The CMOS 
flip flop is constituted by PMOS transistors Q3 and Q4 
and NMOS transistors Q1 and Q2. The flip flop is con 
nected to a power supply Vcc and to the ground Vss 
through a PMOS transistor QSP and through an NMOS 
transistor QSN, respectively. The transistors QSP and 
QSN have their gates connected to receive activating 
signals d3a and d3a, respectively. An equalizing circuit 
comprises an NMOS transistor Q5 and a series connec 
tion of NMOS transistors Q6 and Q7 connected be 
tween the bit lines BLj and BLj. The gates of these 
transistors are connected to receive an equalizing signal 
EQ. An I/O gate comprises an NMOS transistor Q8 
connected between the bit line BLjand an I/O line and 
an NMOS transistor Q9 connected between the bit line 
BL and an I/O line. The transistors Q8 and Q9 have 
their gates connected to receive a signal Yj from a col 
umn decoder 21a. w 

In reading operation, first, the transistors Q5, Q6 and 
Q7 are turned on in response to a high level equalizing 
signal EQ and the bit line pair BLjand BLjare brought 
to a precharge voltage VBL ( Vcc). Meanwhile, the 
sense amplifier power supply line LP and a sense ampli 
fier ground line LN are also brought to VBL. After the 
fall of the external RAS signal, the signal EQ changes to 
low level. Thereafter, the word line signal WLibe 
comes high level and the switching transistor Qs of the 
memory cell M turns on. The voltage of the bit line BLj 
slightly changes upon reception of a signal from the 
memory cell M. Consequently, a slight voltage differ 
ence is generated between the bit line BL having the 

55 voltage of VBL and the bit line BLj. 
On this occasion, the signals (b3a and b3a are 

changed to activate the sense amplifier 41a. The change 
of the signal db3a is a little delayed from the change of 
the signal db3a. As a result, the slight voltage difference 
generated between the bit lines is amplified by the sense 
amplifier 41a. Thereafter, a high level signal Yj is ap 
plied to the gates of the transistors Q8 and Q9 from the 
Y decoder 21a and the amplified data signal is applied to 
the I/O line pair through the transistors Q8 and Q9. 

In the refresh operation, different from the above 
operation, the amplified data signal is not applied to the 
I/O line pair but only to the capacitor Cs of the memory 
cell. 
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FIGS. 4 and 5 are schematic diagrams showing con 
ventional sense amplifier decoders 61 and 62, respec 
tively. These figures are also shown in the above men 
tioned Japanese Patent Publication Gazette No. 
23397/1987. Referring to FIG. 4, the sense amplifier 61 
comprises a first parallel connection of NMOS transis 
tors T9 and T10 and a second parallel connection of 
NMOS transistors T11 and T12 connected to receive an 
activating signal db3 outputted from a sense amplifier 
activating signal generating circuit (SAG) 70 and an 
NMOS transistor T13 connected between output lines 
3a and 3b. The transistor T9 has its gate connected to 
receive the above described Xaddress signal Xn and the 
transistor T12 has its gate connected to receive the 
inverted signal Xn. The transistors T10, T11 and T13 
have their gates connected together to receive a refresh 
control signal b2. The signal db4 is outputted from the 
refresh control circuit in the DRAM in response to an 
externally applied signal instructing the refresh opera 
tion. The decoded activating signals b3a and d3b are 
outputted from the sense amplifier decoder 61. 

In the normal reading operation except the refresh 
operation, a low level refresh control signal db+ is ap 
plied to turn off the transistors T10, T11 and T13. 
Meanwhile, either the transistor T9 or T10 is turned on 
in response to the X address signal Xn or Xn. Conse 
quently, the sense amplifier decoder 61 passes the acti 
vating signal d3 in response to the signal Xn and out 
puts either the decoded activating signal db3a or d3b. 

In the refresh operation, a high level refresh control 
signal b4 is applied to turn on the transistors T10, T11 
and T13. Two output lines 3a and 3b are equalized by 
the transistor 13 whereby the offset of the timing for 
activating the sense amplifiers 41a and 41b can be pre 
vented. Therefore, the sense amplifier decoder 61 passes 
the activating signal d3 irrespective of the value of the 
signal Xn, and the signals do3a and d3b having the same 
value are simultaneously outputted. 

Referring to FIG. 5, in the sense amplifier decoder 62 
the transistors T10 and T11, which were shown in FIG. 
4, are removed. The transistor T9 has the gate con 
nected to receive the X address signal Xn and the re 
fresh control signal db4, and the transistor T12 has the 
gate connected to receive the signal Xn and the signal 
db+. The operation is carried out in the similar manner as 
the sense amplifier decoder 61 shown in FIG. 4. 
As described above, in the reading operation, the 

sense amplifiers 41a and 41b are activated for each of 
the divided memory array blocks, so that even if the 
storage capacitance of the DRAM is increased, the 
sensitivity is superior. Therefore, correct reading opera 
tion can be carried out with small power consumption. 
FIGS. 6(a) and (b) are schematic diagrams showing 

the conventional sense amplifiers 41a and 41b. Refer 
ring to FIG. 6(a), the sense amplifier 41a comprises a 
number of CMOS flip flops connected between corre 
sponding bit lines BL1 to BLK and BL1 to BLK. For 
example, the CMOS flip flop connected between the bit 
lines BL and BL comprises PMOS transistors Q3 and 
Q4 and NMOS transistors Q1 and Q2. As is apparent 
from the figure, the sense amplifier 41a comprises a 
number of CMOS flip flops which are activated by the 
activating signals d3a and d3a. Meanwhile, the sense 
amplifier 41b of FIG. 6(b) also comprises a number of 
CMOS flip flops which are activated by the signals d3b 
and d3b. 
FIG. 7 is a timing chart showing the relation between 

the change of the current ISa consumed by the activa 
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4. 
tion of two sense amplifiers 41a and 41b in the refresh 
operation and the activating signals d3a, db3a, db3b and 
db3b. As described above, in the refresh operation, two 
sense amplifiers 41a and 41b are simultaneously acti 
wated and the data signals stored in the memory cells are 
amplified. Consequently, a sense amplifier consumption 
current Isa with a large peak value I1 is consumed, 
causing the following problems. Namely, since a large 
current Isa is consumed in a short period of time in the 
DRAM, the voltage of the power supply Vcc drops. By 
the decrease of the power supply voltage, the sensitivity 
of the sense amplifiers 41a and 41b is degraded and 
malfunctions of other circuits in the DRAM are caused. 
In addition, it becomes difficult to design the memory 
board, on which the DRAM is applied, to avoid these 
problems. 
An example of the prior art of particular interest to 

the present invention is disclosed in Digest of Technical 
Papers pp. 232-233 of the International Solid-State 
circuits Conference (ISSCC 83). In this example, a 
memory cell array in a DRAM is divided into 8 blocks 
and 4 blocks thereof are selectively activated. 
Another example of the prior art of interest to the 

present invention is disclosed in Digest of Technical 
Papers pp. 96-97 of International Solid-State Circuits 
Conference (ISSCC 84). This article shows a circuit for 
shifting precharge timing of every matrix in the 
DRAM. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One object of the present invention is to reduce a 
peak value of a current consumed in the DRAM in the 
refresh operation. 
Another object of the present invention is to reduce a 

peak value of a current consumed by sense amplifiers in 
the DRAM in the refresh operation. 
A further object of the present invention is to mini 

mize degradation of sensitivity of sense amplifiers in the 
DRAM in the refresh operation. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

prevent malfunctions of other circuits in the DRAM in 
the refresh operation. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

facilitate designing of the memory board which in 
cludes the DRAM. 

Briefly stated, the present invention comprises a plu 
rality of memory array blocks each comprising a mem 
ory array having memory cells and a sense amplifier for 
amplifying data signals stored in the memory cells; a 
circuit for detecting external designation of refresh 
mode; a circuit for outputting an activating signal for 
activating the sense amplifier; and a circuit for applying 
at least first and second timing controlled activating 
signals which are displaced in time to the sense amplifi 
ers in response to the activating signal in the refresh 
mode. 

In operation, when the designation of the refresh 
mode is detected, generated are at least first and second 
timing controlled activating signals which are displaced 
in time from each other. At least one of the plurality of 
memory arrays is activated in response to the first tim 
ing controlled activating signal and at least another one 
is activated in response to the second signal. Since the 
timing of activation of these sense amplifiers are differ 
ent from each other, the peak value of the current con 
sumed by the activation of the sense amplifiers can be 
reduced. 
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These objects and other objects, features, aspects and 
advantages of the present invention will become more 
apparent from the following detailed description of the 
present invention when taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 5 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a 

conventional DRAM; 
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing a memory cell 10 

array, a sense amplifier and peripheral circuits thereof 
in a conventional DRAM; 
FIG. 3 is a timing chart illustrating the operation of 

the circuit shown in FIG. 2; 
FIGS. 4 and 5 are schematic diagrams showing exam- 15 

ples of the sense amplifier decoder shown in FIG. 1; 
FIGS. 6(a) and 6(b) are schematic diagrams showing 

an example of two sense amplifiers shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 7 is a timing chart showing the relation between 

the activating signals and the current consumed by the 20 
activation of the sense amplifiers shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a sense amplifier 
decoder showing one embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 9 is a timing chart illustrating the operation of 25 

the sense amplifier decoder shown in FIG. 8; and 
FIG. 10 is a timing chart showing the relation be 

tween the activating signals outputted from the sense 
amplifier decoder shown in FIG. 8 and the current 
consumed by the activation of the sense amplifiers. 30 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing a sense ampli 
fier decoder 60 of one embodiment of the present inven- 35 
tion. Referring to FIG. 8, the sense amplifier decoder 60 
comprises: OR gates 3 and 4 each having one input 
connected to receive a signal db3 from a sense amplifier 
activating signal generating circuit (SAG) 70; an 
NAND gate 5 having one input connected to an output 40 
of the OR gate 3; an NAND gate 6 having one input 
connected to an output of the OR gate 4; a series con 
nection (delay circuit) 7 of an odd number (2N-1) of 
inverters connected to an output of the NAND gate 5; 
and a series connection (delay circuit) 8 of an odd num- 45 
ber (2N-1) of inverters connected to an output of the 
NAND gate 6. The signal db3 outputted from the circuit 
70 becomes low level when it activates the sense ampli 
fier (low active). The OR gate 3 has the other input 
connected to receive an X address signal Xn and the OR 50 
gate 4 has the other input connected to receive the 
inverted X address signal Xn. 

In addition, the sense amplifier decoder 60 comprises 
two PMOS transistors T16 and T17 and NMOS transis 
tors T14 and T15. The transistors T14, T15, T16 and 55 
T17 have their gates connected together to receive a 
refresh control signal d4 from a refresh control circuit 
71. The signal db4 changes to the high level when the 
refresh operation is requested. The transistors T16 and 
T14 are connected in series between the power supply 60 
Vcc and an output line 3b. The node N1 thereof is con 
nected to the other input of the NAND gate 5. The 
transistors T17 and T15 are connected in series between 
the power supply Vcc and an output line 3a. The node 
N2 thereof is connected to the other input of the 65 
NAND gate 6. 
FIG. 9 is a timing chart showing changes of respec 

tive signals in the periods of reading operation and 

6 
refresh operation of the sense amplifier decoder 60 
shown in FIG.8. The operation will be described in the 
following with reference to FIGS. 8 and 9. 

In the periods T1 and T2, the reading operation is 
carried out. In the period T1, the sense amplifier 41a is 
activated and in the period T2, the sense amplifier 41b is 
activated. Thereafter, in the periods T3 and T4, the 
refresh operation is carried out. 

First, in the period T1, the refresh control circuit 71 
outputs a low level refresh control signal dba. In re 
sponse to the signal dba, the transistors T14 and T15 turn 
off while the transistors T16 and T17 turn on. In re 
sponse to the fall of the external RAS signal, the reading 
operation of the DRAM is started. A certain word line 
WLa in the memory array block 100a is selected by the 
X decoder 11a or 12a, whereby the potential thereof 
rises. In response to the rise of the potential on the word 
line WLa, the signal b3 falls. On this occasion, since the 
X address signal Xn is at the low level and the signal Xn 
is at the high level in this example, the OR gate 3 applies 
a low level signal to the other input of the NAND gate 
5 and the OR gate 4 applies a high level signal to the 
other input of the NAND gate 6. A high level voltage 
is applied from the power supply Vcc to one input of 
the NAND gate 5 through the transistor T16, and a 
high level voltage is applied to one input of the NAND 
gate 6 through the transistor T17. Consequently, the 
NAND gate 5 outputs a high level signal to the delay 
circuit 7 while the NAND gate 6 outputs a low level 
signal to the delay circuit 8. As a result, a low level 
decoded activating signal db3a and a high level decoded 
activating signal db3b are outputted from the circuit 60. 
The signal db3a falls delayed from the signal db3 by the 
time tod by means of the (2N-1) inverters 7. 

Next, in the period T2, the signal d4 remains at the 
low level as in the period T1, but a high level X address 
signal Xn is outputted. Therefore, contrary to the per 
iod T1, a high level signal db3a is outputted and a low 
level signal db3b is outputted. The signal db3b also falls 
delayed from the signal db3 by the time td by means of 
the inverters 8. 

In the period T3, a high level refresh control signal 
d4 is outputted. Therefore, in response to the signal dba, 
the transistors T14 and T15 turn on while the transistors 
T16 and T17 turn off. In response to the fall of the 
external RAS signal, the refresh operation is started. 
The word lines WLa and WLb are brought to the high 
level in respective memory array blocks 100a and 100b. 
In response to the rise of the potential on the word lines 
WLa and WLb, the signal db3 falls. On this occasion, 
since the X address signal Xn is at the low level and the 
signal Xn is at the high level in this example, the OR 
gate 3 applies a low level signal to the other input of the 
NAND gate 5 while the OR gate 4 applies a high level 
signal to the other input of the NAND gate 6. There 
fore, a signal db3a is outputted from the delay circuit 7 
which falls after a delay of td. 
Meanwhile, since the transistors T14 and T16 are on, 

the output signal db3a from the delay circuit 7 is applied 
to the other input of the NAND gate 6. In response to 
the delayed signal db3a, the output signal of the NAND 
gate 6 rises, whereby a signal db3b is outputted from the 
delay circuit 8 which falls delayed further from the 
signal db3a by the time of td. 

Therefore, in the period T3, a signal db3a is outputted 
from the circuit 60 which falls delayed from the fall of 
the signal b3 by the time of td and thereafter an output 
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signal db3b is outputted which falls further delayed from 
the fall of the signal db3a by the time of td. 

In the period T4, the transistors T14 and T15 turn on 
while the transistors T16 and T17 turn offin response to 
a high level refresh control signal dba as in the period 3. 
However, the X address signal Xn is at the high level 
and Xn is at the low level. As a result, a signal db3b is 
outputted which falls delayed from the fall of the signal 
db3 by the time of td and, thereafter, a signal db3a is 
outputted from the circuit 60 which falls delayed from 
the fall of the signal db3b by the time of td. 

In the period T5, the signal d4 changes to the low 
level and the reading operation similar to that in the 
period T2 is carried out. 
FIG. 10 is a timing chart showing the relation be 

tween the change of the current Isa consumed by the 
activation of the two amplifiers 41a and 41b in the re 
fresh operation and the signals d3a, db3a, p3b and d3b 
having different timings outputted from the circuit 60 
shown in FIG.8. The period shown in this figure, that 
is, the period from the fall of the signal db3a to the fall of 
the signal db3b delayed by the time td corresponds to the 
period T3 shown in FIG. 9. 

Since the sense amplifier 41a is activated earlier in 
response to the signals b3a and d3a, an activating cur 
rent Isa having the peak value of I2 is consumed. Then, 
after the time period of td, the sense amplifier 41b is 
activated in response to the signals d3b and d3b, Ia 
current Isa having the peak value of I2 is consumed. 
Since the peak value I2 is lower than the peak value I1 
shown in FIG. 7, the problems caused by the current 
Isa having the peak value of I can be eliminated. 

In the above embodiment, description was given of a 
DRAM comprising two divided memory array blocks 
100a and 100b. However, the present invention can be 
applied to a DRAM having larger number of memory 
array blocks by increasing the divisor. In that case, a 
part of a plurality of memory array blocks is operated in 
the normal operations except the refresh operation and 
larger number of memory array blocks are operated in 
the refresh operation. The activation of the sense ampli 
fiers in the refresh operation is carried out by activating 
signals having different timings. At the same time, by 
increasing the number of memory array blocks to be 
refreshed, the number of refresh cycles can be reduced. 

Logic circuits such as OR gates and AND gates can 
be used instead of the the transistors T14 to T17 in the 
sense amplifier decoder 60 shown in FIG. 8. 
As described above, in the refresh operation, the 

sense amplifiers 41a and 41b are activated in response to 
the signals b3a and b3b having different timings of 
change, respectively, whereby the peak value of the 
current Isa consumed by the activation can be reduced 
from the value I shown in FIG. 7 to I2 shown in FIG. 
10. Therefore, the drop of the power supply voltage 
caused by a large peak current can be prevented and the 
degradation of the sensitivity of the sense amplifier can 
be prevented. Malfunctions of other peripheral circuits 
in the DRAM can also be prevented. Consequently, the 
design of the memory board having the DRAM be 
comes easier. 
Although the present invention has been described 

and illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood that the 
same is by way of illustration and example only and is 
not to be taken by way of limitation, the spirit and scope 
of the present invention being limited only by the terms 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
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8 
1. A dynamic random access memory device con 

prising: 
a plurality of memory array blocks each having a 
memory cell array with memory cells for storing 
data signals, and sense amplifier means connected 
to said memory array for amplifying data signals 
stored in said memory cells; 

refresh mode detecting means receiving a signal des 
ignating refresh mode from outside for detecting 
designation of the refresh mode; 

sense amplifier activating means responsive to an 
externally applied signal for controlling states of 
said memory device for outputting an activating 
signal for activating the sense amplifier means in 
said plurality of memory array blocks; and 

timing control means connected to each of said sense 
amplifier means in said plurality of memory array 
blocks, for outputting, when designation of the 
refresh mode is detected, at least first and second 
timing controlled activating signals which are dis 
placed in time with each other in response to an 
activating signal from said sense amplifier activat 
ing means; wherein 

at least one of said sense amplifier means in said plu 
rality of memory array blocks is activated in re 
sponse to said first timing controlled activating 
signal and at least another one is activated in re 
sponse to said second timing controlled activating 
signal, and 

data signals stored in said memory cells are amplified 
by the activated sense amplifier means to be re 
freshed. 

2. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 1, wherein said timing control means com 
prises: 

timing determining means for determining the time 
displacement between said first and second timing 
controlled activating signals; and 

phase control means connected to receive the activat 
ing signal from said sense amplifier activating 
means, responsive to the timing determined by said 
timing determining means for controlling said acti 
vating signals to have said first and second timing 
phase. 

3. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 2, wherein said phase control means com 
prises: 

first and second delay means each connected to re 
ceive an activating signal from said sense amplifier 
activating means; 

first switching means connected to receive signals 
from said sense amplifier activating means and 
from an output of said second delay means, respon 
sive to said refresh mode detecting means for ap 
plying either said activating signal or the output 
signal from said second delay means to said first 
delay means; and 

second switching means connected to receive signals 
from said sense amplifier activating means and 
from an output of said first delay means, responsive 
to said refresh mode detecting means for applying 
said activating signal or the output signal of said 
first delay means to said second delay means. 

4. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 3 wherein 
each of said first and second delay means comprises a 

series connection of an odd number of inverters, 
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said first switching means comprises first NAND gate 
means, and 

said second switching means comprises second 
NAND gate means. 

5. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 2, wherein said timing determining means 
comprises means for determining the time displacement 
between said first and second timing controlled activat 
ing signals in response to an externally applied X ad 
dress signal. 

6. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 1, wherein 

said memory array comprises a bit line pair to which 
said memory cell is connected, and 

said sense amplifier means comprises a CMOS flip 
flop connected to said bit line pair, 
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said CMOS flip flop receiving a power supply in 

response to an activating signal from said sense 
amplifier activating means. 

7. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 1, wherein said refresh mode detecting 
means comprises means for detecting a change of a 
logic state of an external CAS (column address strobe) 
signal before a change of a logic state of an external 
RAS (row address strobe) signal. 

8. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 1, wherein said refresh mode detecting 
means comprises means for detecting a signal externally 
designating a self refresh mode. 

9. A dynamic random access memory device accord 
ing to claim 1, wherein said signal for controlling the 
state of the memory device comprises an external RAS 
signal. 
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