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This invention relates to a bed table and commode and 
more particularly to a device for use in a hospital or sick 
room for the support of an invalid during defecation. 0. 
The primary objects of the present invention are: to 

provide a mobile bedside table adjustable in height with 
respect to a bed supporting an invalid; to provide a mobile 
commode which contains a plurality of selectively folda 
ble panels designed for the comfortable support of the 
back, seat and feet of an invalid and equipped with a readi 
ly removable vessel for receiving body waste; to provide 
a bed table and commode in which the leg and foot Sup 
port may be folded and with respect to the horizontal so 
that the invalid will be in a sitting position when using 
the commode and to effectively reduce the over-all length 
of the table for greater ease of mobility and storage while 
permitting said leg and foot support to be rendered co 
planar with a horizontal table surface for convenience in 
transferring an invalid from a bed thereon; to provide such 
an apparatus having foldable arm rests and a retaining 
strap for the safety and comfort of an invalid during use; 
and to provide such an apparatus which is inexpensive to 
fabricate and easy to use. 

Other objects of this invention will become apparent 
from the following description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings wherein are set forth by way 
of illustration and example certain embodiments of this 
invention. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing the bed table and 
commode of this invention in planar position adjacent a 
hospital bed. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the invention with the 
various sections folded in position for supporting a seated 
invalid. 

FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view of a waste receiving 
vessel resting in receiving guides on the under surface of 
the table. 

FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the mechanism for 
raising the back supporting section of the table. 

FiG. 5 is a vertical sectional view of the table elevating 45 
apparatus contained in the table legs. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
i designates generally the bed table and commode em 

bodying the features of my invention. The table and com 
mode 1 has an opening 2 in a seat section 3 which coin 
cides with the open end of a waste receiving vessel 4. The 
vessel 4 is carried in L-shaped retaining guides 5 on the 
under side of the seat section 3 by means of screws 6 or 
the like. 
The upper supporting structure of the table and com 

mode 1 is composed of a frame 7 on which is mounted in 
a horizontal plane the seat section 3. A strip hinge 9 
pivotally or foldably connects a back section 10 to the 
seat section 3 at the rear edge thereof. The back section 
16 is Supported in raised or folded position by means of a 
threaded rod it retained on the back section 10 by a 
bracket 2. The bracket 12 and the threaded rod 1 are 
pivotally joined by means of a pin 3. 
The mechanism for raising or folding the back section 

18 with respect to the seat section 3 consists of a remov 
able hand crank 16 which is used to turn a shaft 17 (FIG. 65 
4). The hand crank 16 has on the end thereof a socket 
16' which mates with a polygonal head 17 formed on one 
end of the shaft 17. The shaft 17 is rotatably supported 
in bearings 8 and carries on the other end thereof a bevel 
gear 9. The bevel gear is meshes with a bevel gear 20 70 
which contains a threaded bore 2i in engagement with the 
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threaded rod 11. A collar 22 engaged on the shaft 17 pre 
vents axial movement of the bevel gear 19 in a direction 
away from the bevel gear 20. A thrust bearing 23 rotat 
ably supports the bevel gear 20 for the raising or lowering 
of the threaded rod 11. Thrust bearing 23 is held in posi 
tion by a bearing support 24 which rests upon a crossbeam 
25 which is maintained spaced from the frame 7 by risers 
26 on each end thereof which are secured to the under 
neath side of the frame 7 by suitable means (not shown). 

Foldable arm rests 30 are moved into arm supporting 
position as the back section 10 is raised. The arm rests 30 
are comprised of links 31 and 32 which are respectively 
pivotally mounted to the back section 10 and the seat sec 
tion 3 and to each other as best illustrated in FIG. 2, and 
when the back 10 is lowered the arm rests lie alongside the 
back and seat section. A buckle strap 33, having the ends 
thereof mounted upon the back section 10, are provided 
for strapping an invalid in the chair-like structure pro 
vided by the folded sections 3 and 10 in cases where ex 
treme weakness of the person indicates the possibility of 
falling from the device. 
A leg and foot rest indicated generally at 36 comprises 

a foot support section 37 and a leg support section 38. 
The leg and foot rest 36 is pivotally or foldably mounted 
on the forward edge of the seat section 3 opposite the 
back section 10 by means of a strip hinge 40, permitting 
the leg and foot rest 36 to be pivoted downwardly with 
respect to the seat section 3 to complete a seat-like struc 
ture. Collapsible braces 41 on opposite side edges of leg 
support section 38 support the leg and foot rest 36 in planar 
position with respect to the seat section 3, as shown in 
FIG. 1. Stops 42 mounted upon the forward pair of the 
legs 44 support the leg and foot rest 36 in the folded or 
invalid-seated position (FIG. 2). 
The forward table legs 44' and the rearward legs 44 

are maintained in spaced rectangular relationship by 
cross members 45. Caster wheels 46 are mounted at 
the bottom end of each of the legs 44 and 44 to permit 
easy mobility of the device. The legs 44 and 44' at the 
upper ends thereof are slidable in telescoping sleeve sec 
tions 48 shown in detail in FIG. 5. Threaded rods 50 
are contained within the legs 44 and 44' and are engaged 
in the threaded bores 51 of the blocks 52 which are 
mounted in the upper ends of the legs 44 and 44, and 
spacers or washers 51' are provided on the inside of 
the legs 44 and 44 to retain the rods 50 in vertical posi 
tion. The threaded rods 50 have bevel gears 53 fixed to 
the upper ends thereof and in mating position with bevel 
gears 54 which are fixed to table-raising shafts 55. The 
shafts 55 are respectively associated with both of the 
legs 44 and both of the legs 44 at each end of the table 
in order that the table ends may be selectively raised or 
lowered. 
The shafts 55 carry on one end thereof polygonal 

heads 56 adapted to fit the socket 16 of the crank 16 
which may be removably mounted thereon or on the 
shaft 7 which controls the folding of the back section 
10. If desired, the shafts 55 and a duplicate of the shaft 
17 and gear 19 (FIG. 4) may be extended or adapted to 
terminate in similar polygonal heads on the opposite side 
of the table from that shown in F.G. 1 so that the device 
may be operated from either side. 

In operation, the table and commode 1 is placed beside 
the bed supporting an invalid. The back section 10, seat 
section 3 and leg and foot rest 36 are rendered co-planar 
forming a flat invalid receiving surface. The table is 
raised or lowered to a level somewhat lower than the bed 
surface whereby the invalid may be easily transferred 
thereto. If necessary, the invalid can be strapped to the 
back section. The crank A6 is fitted on polygonal shaft 
head 17' and the back section 19 is raised to provide a 
comfortable sitting position for the invalid. The collap 
sible braces 41 which support the foot and leg rest 36 
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are released to permit the invalid's legs to extend down 
wardly for maximum comfort. After use, the waste re 
ceiving vessel 4 may be easily removed and the collected 
waste material discarded. The table is again rendered 
co-planar by lowering the back section 10 and raising the 
leg and foot rest 36. It is desirable that the table be 
raised to place the invalid on a slightly higher level than 
the bed whereby greater ease is experienced in his return 
to the bed. 

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated and 
described one form of my invention it is not to be limited 
to the specific form or arrangement of parts herein de 
scribed and shown except insofar as such limitations are 
included in the claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A bed table and commode for temporarily support 

ing an invalid comprising, a frame, legs adjustable in 
height for supporting said frame in a selectively elevated 
position, a substantially horizontal seat section fixed to 
said frame and having forward and rearward edges and 
an underneath side, said seat section having an opening 
therethrough, a waste receiving vessel, means for remov 
ably securing said vessel to said underneath side and in 
a position communicating with said opening, a back sec 
tion foldably connected to said rearward edge of said 
seat section, means for selectively folding and unfolding 
said back section for selectively maintaining said back 
section in co-planar and folded position with respect to 
said seat section, a leg and foot rest having a leg support 
Section and a foot support section, said foot support sec 
tion extending substantially perpendicularly to said leg 
support section, said leg and foot rest being foldably 
connected to said forward edge of said seat section and 
adapted to normally extend with said leg support section 
Substantially perpendicularly to said seat section, col 
lapsible braces adapted to selectively support said leg 
and foot rest in a position wherein said leg support is in 
co-planar relationship with said seat section and said foot 
support section is in a substantially perpendicular posi 
tion with respect to said seat section, and caster wheels 
on said legs, whereby said table is rendered mobile and 
convertible from a planar prone-invalid receiving condi 
tion to a structure adapted for comfortably seating an 
invalid on a substantially horizontal seat section. 

2. A bed table and commode for temporarily support 
ing an invalid comprising, a frame, legs supporting said 
frame, a horizontal seat section fixed to said frame and 
having a forward edge and a rearward edge and an under 
neath side, said seat section having an opening there 
through, a waste receiving vessel communicating with 
said opening on said underneath side, L-shaped guides 
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fixed to said underneath side of said seat section for selec- - 
tively retaining said vessel in communication with said 
opening and permitting removal of said vessel by lateral 
sliding thereof from said underneath side, a back section 
foldably connected to said rearward edge of said seat 
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4. 
section, means for selectively folding and unfolding said 
back section and maintaining said back section respec 
tively in co-planar and in folded position with respect 
to said seat section, a leg and foot rest, said leg and foot 
rest foldably connected to said forward edge of said seat 
section, means adapted for alternately supporting said 
leg and foot rest in co-planar relationship with said seat 
section and substantially perpendicular to said seat sec 
tion, and caster wheels on said legs, whereby said table 
is rendered mobile and convertible from a planar prone 
invalid receiving position to a structure adapted to com 
fortably seat an invalid on a substantially horizontal 
Seat. - 

3. A bed table and commode for temporarly support 
ing an invalid comprising, a frame having a forward and 
rearward end, a forward and rearward pair of legs sup 
porting said frame, means simultaneously telescoping said 
forward legs for selectively elevating said forward end 
of said frame, means simultaneously telescoping said 
rearward legs for selectively elevating said rearward end 
of the frame, a horizontal seat section fixed to said for 
Ward end of Said frame and having a forward edge and 
a rearward edge and an underneath side, said seat sec 
tion having an opening therethrough, a waste receiving 
vessel communicating with said opening on said under 
neath side of said seat section, L-shaped guides fixed to 
said underneath side of said seat section for removably 
retaining said vessel and permitting the removal thereof 
by lateral sliding from said underneath side, a back sec 
tion foldably connected to said rearward edge of said 
seat section, means for selectively folding and unfolding 
said back section and maintaining said back section selec 
tively in folded and co-planar position with respect to 
Said seat section, a strap secured to said back section for 
retaining an invalid adjacent thereto, a leg and foot rest, 
Said leg and foot rest foldably connected to said forward 
edge of said seat section, collapsible braces adapted to 
Selectively support said leg and foot rest alternately in a 
co-planar relationship with said seat section and substan 
tially perpendicular to said seat section, and caster wheels 
on said legs, whereby said table is rendered mobile and 
convertible from a planar prone-invalid receiving condi 
tion to a structure adapted for comfortably seating an 
invalid on a substantially horizontal seat. 
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