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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A holder adapted either to support a member contain-
ing a plurality of beverage cans disposed parallel and side
by side or to form a cup-like article having a handle
adapted to hold a beverage can while permitting the
beverage to be drunk directly from the can.

Summary of the invention

My holder comprises a U shaped member having a
straight section extending between two parallel legs ex-
tending at right angles thereto. A separate flexible benda-
ble prong is secured to the free end of each leg. A rolled
sheet of thin flexible material extends between the free
ends of the legs parallel to the horizontal section.

In order to use this holder to hold a beverage can, the
sheet is unrolled and opposite ends thereof are inter-
connected to form a hollow cylinder to receive the can,
the U shaped member serving as a handle.

In the second type of use, a flat thin elongated member
is provided with a plurality of spaced apart holes in
which beverage cans can be inserted, and a pair of slots
equidistantly spaced along the longitudinal center line of
the flat member. The prongs of the U shaped member
can be inserted into these slots whereby the U shaped
member can be used as a handle to lift the cans carryin
member. :

Brief description of the drawings

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my holder as used to
hold a beverage can;

FIG. 2 is a detail perspective view of the holder of
FIG. 1 as partially unrolled for use;

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view through 3—3 of FIG, 1;

FIG. 4 is a side view of my holder as used in carrying
a plurality of cans;

FIG. 5 is a perspective top view of the cans supporting
member of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the holder of FIG. 4;
and

FIG. 7 illustrates the locking mechanism employed in
the holders of FIGS. 4 and 5.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments

Referring now to FIGS. 1-3 and 6, there is shown a
U shaped member having a straight section 1& of H
shaped cross section terminating at oppositely disposed
legs 12 of like cross section extending at right angles
thereto. Each leg terminates in a thin flexible prong 14.
A roll of thin flexible sheet 16 extends between the ends
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of the legs and is parallel to section 18. This sheet can
be unrolled to expose the opposite ends, each of which
terminates in a finger-like extension 18 and carries an
extension receiving slot 20. These ends can be intercon-
nected by extensions and slots to define a hollow cylinder
receiving can 22, The prongs can be bent around the can
above and below the cylinder.

Referring now to FIGS. 4, 5 and 7, a flat elongated
rectangular plate 28 can have six symmetrically disposed
circular openings 24, slitted if necessary peripherally at
26, to receive cans 22 removably. Plate 28 has two equi-
distantly spaced slots 30 disposed along the longitudinal
center line thereof. The prongs 14 of the U shaped mem-
ber can each be inserted intoc a corresponding slot 36 and
thereafter engaged to lock the U shaped member to the
plate for carrying purposes.

While I have described my invention with particular
reference to the drawings, my protection is to be limited
only by the terms of the claims which follow.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. A holder for cans of beverage comprising

a U shaped member having a straight section extending

between two parallel legs extending at right angles
thereto;

two flexible bendable prongs, each prong being secured

to the free end of the corresponding leg; and

a rolled sheet of thin flexible material extending be-

tween the free ends of said legs parallel to said hori-
zontal section, said sheet when unrolled with oppo-
site ends thereof connected together defining a hol-
low cylinder open at both ends to receive a can of
beverage, said prongs being adapted to be bent to
contact said can at points above and below the
cylinder, said member functioning as a handle.

2. A holder as set forth in claim 1 wherein the oppo-
site ends of said sheet have cooperating means to enable
said opposite ends to be secured together.

3. A holder as set forth in claim 2 wherein each of
said opposite ends terminates in a finger-like extension
and is also provided with an extension receiving slot.

4. A holder as set forth in claim 3 wherein said mem-
ber in cross section has the shape of an H.

5. A holder as set forth in claim 4 further including
a flat thin horizontal rectangular member having a plu-
rality of circular can receiving holes and a pair of equi-
distantly spaced slots disposed along the longitudinal
center line of the flat member, said pair of slots being
engaged by said prongs.
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