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To all, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ANDREW B. HoLMES, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city of Scranton, county of Lackawanna, and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Water-Escape and Wen 
tilator for the conducting of water from the 
interior of buildings in cases of fire or other 
flooding, and have invented the same with a 
protecting cage or shield on the interior open 
ing and an automatic lid, trap, or slide on the 
exterior opening; and I declare that the foll 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, which will enable others to 
use the same. 

Heretofore experience has shown that in the 
cases of fire in buildings, seventy-five (75) per 
cent. of the loss occurs from damage cause 
by water which is poured into the building 
to extinguish the fire. 
The object of my invention is to conduct 

the water which is poured into the building 
for the purpose of extinguishing the fire, or 
flooding from any cause, out of the building 
from the same floor on which it is thrown or 
flooded, and also to ventilate the building by 
means of a pipe, tube or conduit passing from 
the interior to the exterior of the building, 
and marked (a) in Figures 1 and 2 on the 
drawings hereto attached; and for the purpose 
of protecting the opening of the tube or con 
duit and preventing the obstructing of the 
same on the interior of the building I have 
invented a protecting cage or shield marked 

(B) on Figs. 1 and 2 of drawings hereto at 
tached, so that the tube, pipe or conduit (a) 
should be ready for use at all times and in all 
emergencies, and for the purpose of automati 
cally permitting the water to escape from the 
tube or conduit (a), or to prevent a draft or 
current of air from entering the building from 
the exterior, except when required, I have in 
vented an automatic trap, door or lid marked 
(c) in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings hereto at 
tached. 
The entire device, including the tube or 

conduit, cage or shield, on the interior of the 
building, and the trap, door or lid on the ex 
terior is fully illustrated in the plan view of 
the drawings marked Fig. 1, and also in the 
vertical section of the drawings marked Fig. 
2, which is hereto attached. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
The device for conducting water from the 

same, consisting of a pipe or boxing C, ex 
tending from the surface of the floor of the 
building through the wall thereof, and pro 
vided with a heading or shield B, and outside 
self closing valve c, substantially as and for 
the purpose described. 

ANDREW B. HOLMES. 
In presence of 

G. M. WATSON, 
S. C. SHAUGHNESSY.. 
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