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(54) Male undergarment with protective pouch

(57)  Amale undergarment that comprises a body en-
circling member, including a front piece and a rear piece;
an elastic waist band attached to the encircling member;
a scrotum receiving section formed by a portion of the
front piece and by an adjacent inwardly positioned piece
of fabric and a pouch, adapted to retain the scrotumthere-
in and defined by the scrotum receiving section and by

a separate border element. The pouch is produced in
such a way that the border element is attached to the
scrotum receiving section. The border element is config-
ured to contact the groin when the undergarment is worn,
so as to reduce friction between the scrotum and groin.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, hamely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.
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As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.
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Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:
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None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-27




EP 1668 997 A3

o ) Em:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
.) Office SHEET B EP 05 29 2628

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-27

Male undergarment comprising a pouch and at least one border
element

2. claims: 28-30

Male undergarment wherein each friction reducing region is
made from perforated functional fabric
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