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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICEK.

BENEDICT TUKIS, OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS.

BOX-COVER FASTENER.

961,990.

Application filed December 27, 1909.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Bexepicr Tuxis, of
Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Box-
Cover Fasteners, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to boxes, and more
particularly to so-called safety boxes, that
is, boxes having a secret lock.

One object of the invention is to provide
a box equipped with a locking mechanism
which may only be operated by those fa-
miliar with the method of doing so, and
which is wholly hidden from view.

A further object is to provide a box
equipped with a secret locking mechanism,
there being no visible indication on the ex-
terior of the box as to the location of the
mechanism, or its control.

Other features of the invention will be
referred to in connection with the specific
description of the illustrated embodiment of
the invention.

The invention will be readily understood
from an inspection of the accompanying
drawings and the following description of
the construction shown therein.

In said drawings Figure 1, is a perspec-
tive view of the exterior of the box, Fig. 2,
is a fragmentary side elevation of the con-
trolling mechanism of the lock, Fig. 3, is
a fragmentary plan view of the same, and
Fig. 4, is a sectional end elevation of the
box and locking mechanism.

As shown in the accompanying drawings
the box comprises a body portion 10, and a
cover or closure 12, mounted thereon by
means of a hinge 14. The hinge 14 is pivot-
ally connected to the cover. The cover 12,
and the bottom 16, are shaped to represent
a book, and the side walls of the body por-

tion are shaped to represent a row of books’

standing on end. This construction is for
ornamental purposes to adapt the box for
use as a jewel or picture case, although any-
other outer configuration may be given to
the box. The exterior of the box is covered
with leather or other suitable material 17,
which adds to the attractiveness of the box
and also provides means for hiding from
view the controlling mechanism for thelock.

Mounted upon the under side of the cover
12 is a screw 18, the head 19 of which forms
a projection which is adapted to be engaged
by the hooked end 20 of the resilient arm 21
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secured to a suitable support 22 mounted
within the front wall of the body portion of
the box. A spring arm 24 is mounted upon
the under side of a plate 25 held within the
front wall of the box. The end 26 of the
arm 24 acts as the stop to limit the inward
movement of the arm 21, so that the hooked
end 20 will be in proper position to co-act
with the head or projection 19. The upper
extremity of the end 26 bears against the
under side of the screw head 19, as shown in
Fig. 4, when the cover is in its closed posi-
tion, and operates to spring the cover up-
ward slightly when it 1s unlocked, thus in-
dicating when the box is unlocked.

In order to control the unlocking of the
box, a lever 30 is fulcrumed at 31 and pro-
vided with the forwardly projecting upper
end 82 which is adapted to engage the re-
silient arm 21 to push the hooked end 20
out of engagement with the head or projec-
tion 19. The lower end 34 of the lever 30
extends forwardly, and is provided with a
thumb piece 36 which moves within a slot
or recess 37 formed in the front wall of the
box. This thumb piece is hidden from view,
as indicated in Fig. 1, by the covering 17
which may be readily pressed in when the
thumb piece is manipulated. Normally, the
lever 30 is locked against operation by a
stop 40 carried by one end of bar 42, which
is mounted to slide between guides 44 and
45 carried by a plate 46. A motch or recess
48 is formed near the end of the bar 42 ad-
jacent the stop 40 and is adapted to receive
the end 84 of the lever 30 when said bar is
moved longitudinally, as will be herein-
after described. A rod 50 is secured to the
bar 42 and is mounted to slide in bearings
51 and 52 on the plate 46. A finger piece
54 is mounted upon the outer end of the rod
50 and moves within a slot or recess 55
formed in the body portion of the box.
This finger piece is also hidden from view,
as indicated in Fig. 1, by the covering of
the box. The stop 40 is normally held in
locking position by means of a coiled spring
56, which embraces the rod 50 and extends
between a shoulder 58 on the rod, and the
bearing 51.

The locking mechanism may be conven-
iently manipulated by pressing the finger
piece 54 with the forefinger to push the bar

49 longitudinally and bring the notch 48 op-

posite the end 34 of the lever. Then with
the thumb pressure is exerted upon the

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



10

15

20

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

o 961,990

thumb piece 86 to tilt the lever 30 and force
the upper hooked end 20, of the arm 21 free
from the projection 19. Thereupon the
spring 24 will raise the front edge of the
cover slightly to indicate that the box has
been unlocked.

From the construction above set forth, it
will be noted that the entire locking mech-
anism is entirely hidden from view when
the box is closed, and there is no visible ex-
ternal indication of the means by which the
lock may be manipulated or controlled. It
thiis forms in effect a box with a secret lock
and one which is adapted for use as a jewel
case or picture receptacle and its outer con-
figuration lends itself readily to ornamen-
tation.

The nature and scope of the invention
having been indicated and the preferred
embodiment of the invention having been
specifically described, what is claimed is:

1. A box, having, in combination, a body
portion, a closure ther’efor, a projection on
one of said members, means on the other of
said members for cobperating with said pro-
jection to hold the closure in closed position,
and means wholly hidden from view and
operated from a plurality of points for con-
trolling the operation of said holding means,
substantially as described.

2. A box, having, in combination, a body
portion, a closure therefor, a projection on
one of said members, a catch on the other of
salid members cobperating with said projec-

tion to hold the closure in closed position, |

means operated from a plurality of points
for controlling the operation of said ecatch,
and a flexible sheet of material arranged to
hide said controlling means from view, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A box, having, in combination, a body
portion, a closure therefor means for hold-
g the closure in closed posmon and means
Wholly hidden from view within the body
portion, but adapted to be operated at a
plurality of points from the outside thereof,
for controlling the operation of the holdlng
means, substantlally as described.

4. A box, having, in combination, a body
portion, a closure therefor, a prOJectlon on
the closure, a catch for engaging the pro-
jection, a lever carried by the body portion
and adapted to engage szud catch to free it
from said prOJectlon and means for pre-
venting the operation of said lever to free
said catch from said projection, substan-
tially as described.

5. The combination, with a support of a
lock having a prOJeCtlon mounted on the
support, a resilient catch adapted to engage
the projection, a lever for engaging “and
moving the catch out of engagement with
the pI'O]eCtIOIl means norma 1y preventing

“'the m‘mual operation of the lever to free

said catch from said projection, and means
for freeing the lever to allow manual opera-
tion thereof, substantially as described.

6. In a lock, the combination of a support,
a catch carried by the support, a lever
mounted on the support and adapted to en-
gage and operate the catch, means tending
normally to prevent the manual operation of
the lever to free said catch from said pro-
jection, and means. for freeing the lever
from said preventive means to allow manual
operation of the lever, substantially as de-
scribed.

7. In a lock, the combination of a support,
a lever mounted on the support, a bar slid-
ably mounted on said support, a spring ar-
ranged to press the bar into the path of
travel of one end of the lever to prevent the
normal manual operation of the lever, and
means whereby the bar may be manually
moved to free the lever, substantially as de-
seribed.

8. A box, having, in combination, a body
portion, a closure therefor, a projection .on
one of said members, a cateh on the other of
said members adapted to automatically en-
gage said projection when the closure is in
closed position, a lever adapted to engage
and move said catch to free it from said pro-
jection, means tending normally to prevent
the manual operation of said lever to free
said catch from said projection, and means
for freeing said lever from said preventive
means, substantially as described.

9. A box, having, in combination, a bedy
portion, a closure therefor, a projection on
the closure, a catch on the body portion
adapted to automatically engage said pro-
jection when the closure 1s in closed position,
a lever mounted upon the body portion and
arranged to press said catch out of engage-
ment with said projection, a stop nmmeﬂly
pressed inte the path of travel of one-end of
said lever to prevent the manual operation
of said lever to free said catch, and means
for moving said stop out of the path of
travel of said lever to permit the manual
operation of said lever, substantially as de-
scribed.

10. In a lock, the combination with a pro-
jection, of a catch adapted to engage the
projection, a.lever for moving said catch, a
slidable bar, means arranoed to normmlly
press the bar into the path of travel of one
end of the lever, and means whereby the bar
may be moved to free-the lever to allow
normal operation :thereof, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof 1 have affixed ‘my
signature, in presence of two witnesses.

BENEDICT TUKIS.

Witnesses:

Wiriam J. SpErL, -
Aronzo B. Coox.
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