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To all whom it may concern: . . . 
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Be it known that we, EPHRAIM R. MILLER 
and BARTLETT. A. Bow ERs, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Frederick, in the 
county of Frederick and State of Mary 
land, have invented certain new and use 
ful. Improvements in Tongue-Depressors; 
and We do hereby declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same. . 
The general object of this invention is to 

improve the construction of tongue depres 
sors, so that no pressure will be exerted on 
the dorsum or top of the tongue of the pa tient, when the depressor is in operative po 
sition, thereby preventing gagging of the pa 
tient; also to provide a depressor that can 
accommodate various sizes of tongues, sim 
ple in construction, cheap to manufacture, 
and so constructed that it will admit of 
every part of the depressor being thor 
oughly cleaned to render the entire device 
sanitary; and to this end the invention con 
sists in the provision of a pair of elongated 
bars, of unequal lengths, one end of each 
bar being provided with an enlarged U 
shaped head adapted to engage the tongue 
of a person, one of the heads being larger 
than the other head, and each having its 
sides formed to agree with the shape of the 
tongue, the said elongated bars, when in 
operative position, adapted to lie at right 
angles to each other and having detachable 
connection with each other, and when in 
inoperative position, to overlie and to have 
connection with each other so as to occupy 
a minimum amount of space. . . . 
Other objects will appear and be better 

understood from that embodiment of our 
invention of which the following is a speci 
fication, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part thereof, 
in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 
pressing bars when in operative position, 
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of the 
connecting end of one of the bars, Fig. 3 is 
a detail perspective view of the connecting 
end of the other depressing bar, and Fig. 4 
is a perspective view of the depressing bars 
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when in inoperative position, showing the 
same in superposed position. 

Referring to the drawings more in detail, 
the letter a designates the tongue depressor, 

Application filed June 15, 1915. Serial No. 34,192. 
Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 13, 1916. 

as an entirety, and which depressor includes 
a pair of elongated bars 1 and 2, each hav 
ing one end provided with an elongated U 
shaped head, the head carried by the bar. 1 

sides of the U-shaped head, are spaced suf 
ficiently from each other so that no pres 
Sure, Will be exerted on the dorsum, or top 
of the tongue of the patient, when the de pressor is in depressing position, thereby 
preventing gagging of the patient. The 
bar 1 is of a length greater than the bar 2, 
and likewise the head 3 is of a greater size 
than the head. 4, which is carried by the 
bar 2. By virtue of having the bars and 
heads of unequal sizes, various widths of 
tongues can be accommodated. Each U 
shaped head has its sides, which are desig 
nated respectively, by the numerals 5 and 
6, longitudinally curved and also trans 
versely curved, so as to conform with the 
shape of the tongue. When in operative 
position, the bars 1 and 2 are adapted to 
lie at right angles to each other, as shown 
in Fig. 1, so that when the heads carried by 
one of the bars is inserted into the mouth, 
the opposite bar will lie vertically and form 
a hand grip whereby pressure may be 
exerted upon the bar which extends into the 
person's mouth, resulting in the depres 
sion of the person's tongue. . 
In order to hold the arms in the angular 

relation, the bar 1 is provided with an elon 
gated lug 7, which extends longitudinally 
of the bar 1, as shown in Fig. 2, and has its 
sides beveled in the direction of the adja 
cent side of said bar 1, the said lug being 
located adjacent the end opposite the end 
having the tongue engaging head 3 there 
on, and the bar 2 has the end opposite the 
end carrying the head 4, provided with a 
dove tailed opening 8 adapted to receive the 
lug. 7, as shown in Fig. 1, and has its walls 
9 arranged in diverging relation, to agree 
with the restricted width of the lug 7. The 

60 being designated by the numeral 3, and the 
head on the bar 2 being shown at 4. The 
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bar 2 is also provided with a longitudinal 
slot 10, one end of the slot opening into the 
end, in which the opening 8 is located, and 
communicates with the opening as shown in 
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Fig. 3. The bars 1 and 2 when in inopera tive position and placed in superposed rela 
tion, as shown in Fig. 3, the slot 10 in the 
bar 2 is adapted to receive the lug. 7, so that 
said bars will have connection with each 
other, When the bars are arranged in su 
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- perposed position, said bars will occupy a 
. minimum amount of space, so that the de 
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end, the longer bar having a longitudinally 

pressor can be carried in a medical case. 
Having - thus described our invention, 

what we claim as new is:- 2. . . . 
it 1. A tongue depressor comprising, a pair 
of depressing bars of unequal length, adapt 
ed when in operative position to lie at right 
angles to each other, the smaller bar having 
one of its terminals provided with a trans 
versely extending slot restricted toward one 
extending lug thereon located adjacent one 

15 nally extending lug on the longer bar being 
of its terminals and decreasing in width 
throughout its length, the said longitudi 
adapted to be received by the transverse 
slot in the smaller bar, so as to hold the said 
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bars in the angular relation. 

2. A tongue depressor comprising a pair 
of depressing bars, one of the bars having 
one terminal provided with a transversely 
extending slot decreasing in width toward 
one end, the said bar having a longitudi 
Copies of this patent. may be obtained for 
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nal slot therein having one end open 
ing into the transverse slot and restricted 
toward its opposite end, the other bar hav 
ing a longitudinally extending lug thereon, 
adjacent one terminal and decreasing in 
width throughout its length, the said de 
pressing bars when in operative position 
lying at right, angles to each other and the 
longitudinally extending lug of the second 
mentioned bar received by the transverse 
slot in the first mentioned bar, and when in 
inoperative position superposed on each 
other and to have the longitudinally extend 
ing lug on the second mentioned bar de 
tachably received by the longitudinal slot 
in the first mentioned bar, as and for the 
purpose specified. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures in presence of two witnesses. 

EPHRAIM R. MILLER. 
BARTLETT A. BOWERS. 

Witnesses: . 
E. B. NICODEMUs, 
N. E. KieFAUVER. 

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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