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(57) Abstract: Provided is a technology tﬁat eases stress on a subject resulting from gas tINow. This supporﬁné ai.r plate has a sup -

porting surface, a compressed gas layer isformed between the supporting surface and a supported subject, and the supported subject
is supported in the state of not contacting the supporting surface. The supporting air plate has: a gas flow resistor having a plurality
of discharge openings that throttle and discharge a supplied gas flow; a first perforated plate-shaped section having a plurality of first
gas supply holes to which the plurality of gas flow resistors are mounted; a second perforated plate-shaped section that is adjacent to
the first perforated plate-shaped section at the support surface side and that has second gas supply holes that, at positions corres -
ponding to the first gas supply holes, overlap a portion of the first gas supply holes and interconnect with the first gas supply holes,
discharging a gas flow towards the compressed gas layer; and a gas flow opposing surface that opposes the discharge openings of the
gas flow resistors that throttle and discharge the gas flow of the gas flow resistors, and that is positioned at the boundary section of
the first perforated plate-shaped section and the second perforated plate- shaped section that cause the collision and diffusion of the
gas flow discharged from the discharge opening of the gas flow resistors.
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Specified i n claim 10 i s the feature that " the gas flow res i s tor"
according t o the claim has “Y“jet out lets which are capable of reducing
a supplied gas flow i n diameter s o that the gas i s indire ctly i ssued
in a jet toward the support surface 7

However , the s tatement that " the gas flow" i s "indirectly i s sued in
a jet toward the  support surface " cannot b e immediately understood becaus e
it i s not clearly stated how "the j et outlet s" of "the gas flow res i s tor"
are arranged

I n this regard , by taking into account the matters des cribed i n the
d e script ion, it i s additionally ment  ioned that a prior art s earch was
conducted only on thos e i n which as a result of the p o sition of "the
j et outlets " on "the gas flow resi stor" being set i n a manner such that
"the gas flow oppo s ing surface" i s opposed t o "the j et outlets " when
"the gas flow resi stor" i s provided on "the support air plate , " the gas
flow" i s " indire ctly i ssued in a jet toward the support surface ”
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