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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM HENRY FIN 

LEY, a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of Chicago, in the county of Cook and 
State of Illinois, have invented a new and use 
ful Music-Transposition Chart, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The purpose of the invention is to provide 

a chart through the medium of which any one 
can transpose a piece of music at sight with 
out chance of mistake and which will be of 
material aid to persons writing music. 
A further purpose of the invention is to con 

struct a device for the purpose mentioned 
which will be not only simple in its character, 
but which will also prove an accurate guide 
readily understandable by any person having, 
a slight knowledge of the principles of mu 
sical composition. w 
The invention consists in the novel construc 

tion and combination of the several parts, as 
will be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed 
out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in both figures. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the device, and 
Fig. 2 is a section taken practically on the line 
22 of Fig. 1. 
The device consists of a base member A and 

an auxiliary member B, which is adapted to 
rotate on the basemember. Both of themem 
bers A and B may be made of any desired ma 
terial and may be given any desired shape. 
As shown, the base member A is of rectan 
gular contour; but the revoluble member Bis 
of circular form. The base member A, how 
ever, is provided with a circular field, corre 
Sponding in dimensions to the dimensions of 
the auxiliary or revoluble member B, and its 
circular field is divided into a number of ra 
dial panels 10. These panels are subdivided 
by circular lines 11, the centers of which are 
struck from the center of the said circular field, 
the circular lines increasing in diameter as 
they are removed from the center of the field. 
Therefore the subdivisions 12, formed in each 
panel of the aforesaid circular lines 11, corre 

spond, and at the head of each panel 10 a music 
sign designating a key is produced, reading, for 
example, C, G, D, A, C-flat, G-flat, D-flat, A 
flat, E-flat, &c. In the upper subdivision 11 of 
each panel the sign is duplicated, and in the 
other Subdivisions of each panel the chromatic 
scale of the particular key is produced, the nat 
ural scale being in one style of letter and the 
accidentals in another style of letter, as is illus 
trated in Fig. 1-as, for example, the style of 
letters 13, designating the accidentals of a 
given key, are in skeleton, while the letters 14, 
designating the natural scale, are produced in 
solid form. In the formation of the aforesaid 
circular field on the base member A the panels 
are separated by blank panels of correspond 
ing formation. 

In the construction of the rotary member 
or section B of the device radial panels 15 are 
formed, corresponding in size and in shape to 
the blank and lettered panels on the circular 
field of the base member A, and the said panels 
15 of the rotary member or section B are sepa 
rated by open panels 19 of the same size and 
dimensions as the panels 15 and the panels on 
the circular field of the base member. 
The panels 15 on the rotary member or sec 

tion B are provided with subdivisions 17, cor 
responding to the subdivisions 10 on the panels 
of the base, the subdivisions on the circular 
member B being produced by circular lines 18, 
corresponding to the circular lines 11, subdi 
viding the base-panels. At the head of each 
panel 15 a letter or signis produced designating 
a given key, and below the sign the chromatic 
Scale of that particular key is produced. The 
style of letters 16, designating the natural 
scale, are made solid, and the style of letters 
16', designating the accidentals, are in skele 
ton form. 
When, for example, a piece of music is 

written in the key of C and it is to be trans 
posed to the key of G, the panel on the rotary 
Section or member B bearing the Scale of C 
is brought next to the panel on the base A on 
which the scale of G appears, and wherever 
a note D is found on the music the transcriber 
will know that that note must be changed to 
A in arranging the music for the Scale of G, 
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2 
as the A on the scale of G is opposite D on 
the scale of C. If, for example, an accidental 
C-sharp is found in the music, by reference to 
the chart the transcriber will know that it 
should be written G-sharp to bring about a 
proper arrangement in the scale of G, as G 
sharp in the G scale will be opposite C-sharp 
in the C scale. Even if a person is proficient 
in music he cannot at times recall the exact 
equivalent of an accidental in one key when 
transposed into another key. By consulting 
this chart the equivalent can be found imme 
diately, and therefore a transposition may be 
made conveniently and in comparatively short 
time. 

It will be understood that in any given scale 
the letters of the natural scale may be pro 
duced solidly or in skeleton form in one color 
and the letters of the accidentals in solid or 
in skeleton form in another color. 
The rotary member B is pivotally mounted 

on the base member A in any suitable or ap 
proved manner-as, for example, by passing 
a rivet or double-headed pin 20 through the 
center of the rotary member or section B and 
the center of the circular field on the base 
member or section A. 

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

1. A music-transposition chart, comprising 
a base member having a circular field and 
spaced radial panels, each of which has the 
chromatic scale of a given key produced there 
On, and a rotary member mounted to turn on 
the base over the circular field thereof and 
provided with radial panels separated by open 
panels, the Solid radial panels being each pro 
vided with the chromatic scale of a given key, 
the panels on one member corresponding to 
and adapted to register with the panels on the 
other member, as set forth. 

2. In a music-transposition chart, a base 
member having a circular field provided with 
radial lines of letters representing the chro 
matic scales of different keys, and a member 
mounted to rotate on the base member over 
the circular field and provided also with ra 
dial lines of letters representing the different 
keys, the radial lines of letters being sepa 
rated by radial openings, for the purpose de 
scribed. 

3. In a music-transposition chart, a base 
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member having a circular field divided into 
radial columns of the same dimensions, the 
columns being correspondingly subdivided, 
each subdivision of each column containing a 
letter of a given chromatic scale, and a mem 
ber mounted to revolve over the field of the 
base member, provided with a corresponding 
arrangement of columns correspondingly sub 
divided and having corresponding letters des 
ignating chromatic scales produced thereon, 
the said rotary member being further pro 
vided with openings between the columns car 
rying the chromatic scales, the openings in 
the rotary member being of the same dimen 
sions as the columns in the circular field of 
the base member, as are likewise the columns 
carrying the scales on the rotary member of 
corresponding size and arrangement to the 
columns on the circular field of the base mem 
ber, as set forth. 

4. In a music-transposition chart, a base 
member having a circular field, and chromatic 
scales of different keys radially produced 
thereon, an auxiliary member mounted to re 
volve over the circular field, provided with al 
ternate panels and openings corresponding 
in size to the panels on the base, the panels 
having the letters of the chromatic scales of 
the different keys produced thereon, the let 
ters of each scale on both members being of a 
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form or style to distinguish the letters of the 
natural scale on both members from the acci 
dental letters in the same scale, as described. 

5. In a music-transposition chart, a base 
member having displayed thereon the chro 
matic scales of the various keys in separate 
columns, a second member mounted to rotate. 
on the base member, having openings which 
register with the said columns on the said base 
member, the spaces between the openings hav 
ing each produced thereon the chromatic scale 
of a given key, the arrangement of the scales 
on both members being in corresponding or 
der, as specified. 
Intestimony whereofI have signed my name 
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to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM HENRY FINLEY. 
Witnesses: 

ERNESTINE OTTO, 
DANIEL T. QUINN. 

  


