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This invention relates to a certain new and 
useful flexible sample case for shoes and the like. 
My invention has for its primary objects the 

provision of a case of the type stated which is 
simple and economical in construction, which is 
compact and will fit snugly and neatly within 
the carrying space of an automobile, which is 
substantially soft on its exterior or exposed sur 
face and, therefore, will not damage, mar, or 
abrade the upholstery of an automobile seat 
when carried thereon, which may be quickly and 
conveniently opened up on a counter or table for 
immediately displaying the merchandise samples 
in a novel and attractive manner, thus entirely 
dispensing with the time-consuming and labo 
rious task of removing the samples one at a time 
from a conventional type of sample case and 
individually placing the samples on a display 
table or rack for inspection of the customer, 
which may be conveniently, quickly, and effi 
ciently closed up and re-rolled after the samples 
have been inspected by the customer, which pro 
tects each individual sample from becoming 
scratched or damaged by contact with the other 
samples, and which is otherwise highly efficient 2: 
in the performance of its stated functions. 
And with the above and other objects in view, 

my invention resides in the novel features of 
form, construction, arrangement, and combina 
tion of parts presently described and pointed out 
in the claims. In the accompanying drawings (three sheets)- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view in open condition 
of a sample carrying and display case constructed 
in accordance with and embodying my present s 
invention; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged end elevational view of 
the case in merchandise-displaying condition 
upon a supporting table or bench; 

Figure 3 is a reduced perspective view of the 
case in partially folded condition preparatory to 
rolling; 

Figures 4 and 5 are fragmentary transverse 
sectional views of the case taken approximately 
along the lines 4-4 and 5-5, respectively, Fig 
ture 3; 

Figure 6 is a reduced perspective view of the 
case in folded and partially rolled condition; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the case in 
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modified form of sample case adapted for enclos 
ing a single row of samples; and 

Figure 10 is a transverse sectional view of the 
modified form of sample case illustrated in Fig 
ure 9, showing the manner in which such case 
is folded up to enclose the samples. 

Referring now in more detail and by reference 
characters to the drawings, which illustrate prac 
tical embodiments of the present invention, the 
sample and display case A comprises a body-por 
tion including an oblong-rectangular sheet or 
section of suitable dimensions and constructed 
preferably of heavy canvas, awning-duck, or 
other suitably flexible fabric or cloth marginally 
hemmed, as at a, in any suitable or conventional 
manner and preferably, though not necessarily, 
provided upon its inner face With a facing or 
lining 2 of some lightweight attractive material 
for imparting a pleasing appearance to the case 
A when opened or unrolled for display purposes. 

Disposed flatwise upon the outer face of the 
sheet f in spaced parallel relation to one trans 
verse margin 3 thereof, is a cross-bar 4 covered 
with and secured in position by a concealing . 
fabric trim-strip 5 marginally stitched or other 
wise suitably attached to the section , and 
riveted or otherwise suitably secured to the bar 
4 through the covering-strip 5, is a grip-mem 
ber or handle 6. Also riveted or otherwise per 
manently fixed intermediate their ends to, and 
extending transversely across, the bar-member 
4 and its covering-strip 5 upon opposite sides of 
the handle 6, is a pair of buckle straps 1. 
Forming part of the body-portion and seamed 

at respective side margins to and along the oppo 
site longitudinal margins of the sheet or section 
l, are relatively narrow flexible extension-flaps 
or strips 8 formed of the same material as that 
of the section f and preferably faced or lined 
upon their inner face to match the facing or 
lining 2 of the section . . 

Also forming part of the body-portion and 
similarly seamed or otherwise hingedly secured 
at respective side margins to and along the outer 
longitudinal margins of the side strips 8 and 
extending therealong from a point approximately 
in line with the cross-bar 4 to a point spaced 
inwardly a short distance from the opposite 
transverse margin 3 of the sheet or section f, 

fully closed and rolled condition for convenient 50 are side wings 9 likewise constructed of the same 
portability and transportation; 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a modified 
form of sample case constructed in accordance 
with my present invention; 

Figure, 9 is a perspective view of a further 55 

material as that of the section f and marginally 
hemmed and lined upon their inner faces to 
match the lining or facing 2 of the sheet or 
section . - . . . . " - 

Extending transversely across the inner face 



2 
of, and edgewise, as at 9', stitched for folding 
upon, each of the Wings 9 in uniformly spaced 
parallel relation to each other, is a series or plu 
rality of oblong-rectangular fabric partition 
members or casings each enclosing or housing 
a correspondingly oblong-rectangular rigid slat 

of wood, fibre, or the like. The so rigidified 
hinged partition-members are approximately 
of the same Width as that of the Side strips 8 
and have a length somewhat shorter than the 
width of the wings 9. 
In addition, the several partition-members 0 

of each series or of each Wing 9 are connected to 
one another by a length of flexible tape 2, which 
is stitched or otherwise secured to the outer free 
corners of each partition-member 0 substan 
tially in the manner best shown in Figure 1, so 
that, when the two end partition-members 
of a Series are disposed edgeWise in Vertically 
disposed or upright position. With respect to their 
particular wing 9, the intermediate partition 
members 9 of the Series Will necessarily assume 
a similar and substantially parallel position. 
The lining 2 of the sheet or Section is also 

provided upon its exposed face with a plurality 
of slightly raised cording strips 3, 4, which re 
spectively extend in alignment With the parti 
tion members 9 and lengthwise down the center 
of the Section for Subdividing the upwardly 
presented or exposed face of the lining 2 into 
a plurality of rectangular compartments Or boxes 
b readily visible for facilitating the placing of 
the several samples in packing the sample case 
or Wrapper A. 
In use, the wrapper A is opened up substan 

tially in the manner ShoWn in Figure 1 and laid 
or disposed flatwise upon a table, floor, or other 
supporting surface and the housed merchandise, 
such as, for instance, shoes S, are placed upon 
the section and in the several spaces or boxes 
b. The partition-members f are then manu 
ally brought into upright position, and, while the 
rigidified casings ) are disposed in perpendic 
ular relation to the Wing members 9, the latter 
are folded or Swung into Overlying position in 
relation to the placed samples or shoes S, in 
which operation the side wall strips 8 take an 
upright position to the sheet , as best seen in 
Figures 3, 4, and 5. 
The free end-portion of the section adjacent 

the transverse margin 3’ is then folded over and 
upon the wings 9, as at d, as best seen in Figure 
6, and such folded over process continued until 
the entire wrapper or case A is rolled up, in 
Which condition it may be securely held by 
buckling the straps 7, Substantially in the man 
ner shown in Figure 7. 

It should be noted in this connection that the 
Wrapper or case A, merely by variation in dimen 
sions and number of partition strips or casings 
0, may be readily accommodated for carrying 

either men's, women's, or children's shoes, or, 
for that matter, any other type of Sample mer 
chandise, such as, for instance, hardware items, 
toys, and the like. In any event, the height of 
the side Wall members 8 and the distance be 
tween the partition-members 0 are selected with 
reference to the size of the particular samples or 
merchandise to be transported and displayed, so 
that the several samples are held fairly Snugly 
within the respective compartments when the 
section f is in closed or rolled condition. 
When the salesman is interviewing a partic 
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ular customer, the Wrapper or case A may be . . 
very quickly set upon a convenient counter or 75 

2,819,497 
table and the straps 7 unbuckled, permitting the 
Wrapper or case A to be quickly rolled out along 
the counter or table and the Wings 9 manually 
SWung upwardly and OutWardly and permitted 
to hang freely over the edges of the table, the 
partition-members iO falling inwardly of their 
oWin Weight into more or leSS flattened out con 
dition upon the lined face of the WingS 9, Sub 
stantially as shown in Figure 2, leaving the shoes 
s or other merchandise freely and plainly dis 
played directly in front of the customer. Thus 
it will be evident that, as soon as opened, the 
Wrapper or case A automatically, as it may be 
said, displays the samples S in an attractive, 
sales-compelling manner. 
The carrying and displaying Wrapper or case 

of my invention thus entirely eliminates the 
time-consuming and back-breaking operation of 
“opening up a sample line,' which convention 
ally today, so far as I am aWare, involves opening 
up an unattractive valise, sample case, or box 
and individually removing each sample and Sep 
arately setting up the same in a display ar 
rangement upon a counter, table, or the like. By 
my new Wrapper or case, not only are the Sam 
ples s displayed in a readily accessible, attrac 
tive, and novel manner before the customer, but, 
in addition, the customer's time and patience 
are economized by the speed with which the 
Wrapper or case A may be opened and the ener 
gies of the salesman, which were formerly con 
Sumed to a great extent in the physical mas 
nipulation of samples, may thus be devoted to 
the more productive purpose of discussing and 
Selling the actual merchandise. Finally, when 
the particular group of samples contained in a 
particular Sample Wrapper or case A has been 
discussed and presented to the customer and 
the salesman has finished with it, the wrapper 
or case A may be closed and rolled up in a 
simple, Speedy manner. 

I may also provide a modified form of Wrap 
per or case A', as shown in Figure 8, which is 
Substantially similar in all respects to the previ 
ously described Wrapper or case A except that 
the wings 9 are plain-faced and the swingable 
Separating partitions 0' are mounted in tWO 
tranSVersely aligned series upon the inner face 
of the lining 2' of the main panel or sheet l' 
and connected by tapes 2'. In use, the shoes 
or other sample merchandise must, of course, be 
lifted from between the partitions O' and the 
latter permitted to fall downwardly upon the face 
of the lining 2. 

Similarly I may provide a further modified 
form of Sample Wrapper or case A', including 
a main Section or sheet i' having a lining 2' 
and being Substantially similar in construction 
to the sheet of the Wrapper or case A except 
that it is only half as Wide. Along its longi 
tudinal margin, the sheet f' is provided with 
side-Wall forming members 8', which are, in 
turn, marginally provided with side-wings 9'. 
One of the side-wings 9’ is plain-faced, while 
the other is provided with partitions O' con 
structed in the manner previously described and 
likewise connected by a tape 2''. For con 
Wenience, the upper face of the lining 2' is 
provided with a plurality of raised division 
marking tapes or cords 3', all as best seen in 
Figure 9. In use, shoes or other sample mer 
chandise is placed in the single-row wrapper 
A' and the wings 9' folded over, as shown in 
Figure 10. Thereupon the wrapper or case A' 
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may be rolled in the usual manner and secured 
by a single buckle-strap T'. 

It should be understood that changes, and 
modifications in the form, construction, arrange 
ment, and combination of the several parts of 
the Wrapper or case may be made and sub 
stituted for those herein shown and described 
provided they do not depart from the scope of 
the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patentis 

1. A sample-carrying and display wrapper in 
cluding a main panel hingedly provided along 
its longitudinal margins with laterally extending 
Wings, and a plurality of rigid partition-forming 
members hingedly mounted at a side margin on 
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the inner face of each of the wings for holding 
said Wings in outwardly spaced parallel relation 
to the main panel when the wings are swung into 
overlying relation thereof, said partition-mem 
bers further subdividing the space between such 
Wings and main panel into a plurality of com 
partments for housing Sample shoes. 

2. A Sample-carrying and display Wrapper in 
cluding a main panel hingedly provided along 
its longitudinal margins with laterally extend 
ing Wings, a plurality of partition-forming mem 
bers hingedly mounted at a side margin on the 
inner face of each of the wings for holding said 
wings in outwardly spaced parallel relation to 
the main panel when the wings are Swung into 
overlying relation thereto, Said partition-mem 
bers further subdividing the space between such 
wings and main panel into a plurality of open 
ended compartments for receiving sample shoes, 
and a flexible connecting member secured to 
the respective free margins of and extending be 
tween the several partition-members of each 
wing for causing the connected partition-mem 
bers to swing simultaneously and in parallelism 
with each other, said connecting member being 
adapted to extend across the open ends of the 
compartments for preventing the shoes from ac 
cidentally falling out of their respective com 
partments. 

3. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, a body 
portion including a flexible main panel and 
opposed laterally extending flexible wings, the 
latter having connection with the main panel for 
folding thereover and the body-portion being 
adapted for rolling into cylindrical form for 
housing a plurality of merchandise samples, and 
a plurality of partition-members connected 
swingably to the body-portion for disposition 
between the housed samples for separating the 
same one from the other when the body-portion 
is in rolled carrying condition and for disposi 
tion approximately flatwise upon the body-por 
tion when the latter is in unrolled display con 
dition. 

4. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play Case comprising, in combination, a body 
portion including a flexible main panel, flexible 
side Walls joined at one side margin to the op 
posite side margins of the main panel, and op 
posed laterally extending flexible wings, the lat 
ter being joined to the opposite margins of the 
side Walls for folding Over the main panel and 
the body-portion being adapted for rolling into 
cylindrical form for housing a plurality of Sam 
ples, and a plurality of partition-members con 
nected Swingably to the body-portion for dis 
position between the Samples for Separating the 
same one from the other when the body-portion 
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3 
is in rolled carrying condition and for disposi 
tion approximately flatwise upon the body-por 
tion when the same is in unrolled display condi 
tion. 

5. A merchandise-Sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, , a, body 
portion including a flexible main panel, flexible 
side Walls joined at one side margin to the op 
posite side margins of the main panel, and op 
posed laterally extending flexible wings joined 
to the opposite margins of the side walls, the 
lmain panel having flexible opposite end exten 
Sions, the Side Wings and end extensions being 
foldable over the main panel, and the body-por 
tion being adapted for rolling into cylindrical 
form for housing a plurality of samples, and a 
plurality of partition-members connected Swing 
ably to the body-portion for disposition between 
.the Samples for separating the same one from 
the other when the body-portion is in rollied car 
rying condition and for disposition approximate 
ly flatWise upon the body-portion when tie same 
is in unrolled display condition. 

6. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play case coil prising, in combišiation, a loody 
portion including a flexibie main panel, flexible 
side Walls joined at Gne side margin to the op 
posite side margins of the main panel, and op 
posed laterally extending flexibie Wings, tine iat 
ter being joined to the opposite margins of the 
side walls for folding over the main panel and 
the body-portion being adapted for rolling into 
cylindrical form for housing a plurality of sain 
ples, and a plurality of partition-membershing 
edly connected at a Side margin to, and disposed 
upon the inner face of, one of said wings for 
sidewise disposition between Such sainples for 
Separating the same one from the other when 
the body-portion is in rolled carrying condition 
and for disposition approxirately flatwise upon 
the Wing When the body-portion is in unrolled 
display condition. 

7. A merchandise-Sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, a body 
portion including a flexible main panel, flexible 
side walls joined at one side margin to the op 
posite side margins of the main panel, and op 
posed laterally extending flexible wings, the lat 
ter being joined to the opposite margins of the 
Side. Walls for folding over the main panel and 
the body-portion being adapted for rolling into 
cylindrical form for housing a plurality of rows 
of Samples, and sets of partition-members hing 
edly connected at a respective side margin to, 
and disposed upon the inner face of, the respec 
tive Wings for Sidewise disposition between the 
Samples of the respective rows for separating the 
same one from the other when the body-portion 
is in rolled carrying condition and for disposition 
approximately flatWise upon the respective wings 
When the body-portion is in unrolled display 
Condition. 

8. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, a body 
portion including a flexible main panel, flexible 
side walls joined at one side margin to the op 
posite side margins of the main panel, opposed 
laterally extending flexible wings joined to the 
Opposite margins of the side walls, and flexible 
end-extensions on the main panel, the wings and 
end-extensions being foldable inwardly over the 
main panel and the body-portion being adapted 
for rolling into cylindrical form for housing a 
plurality of rows of samples, and sets of parti 
tion-members hingedly connected at a respec 

  



4. 
tive Side margin to, and disposed upon the inner 
face of, the respective wings for sidewise dispo 
sition between the samples of the respective rows 
for separating the same one from the other when 
the body-portion is in rolled carrying condition 
and for disposition approximately flatwise upon 
the respective wings when the body-portion is in 
unrolled display condition. 

9. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, a body-por 
tion including a flexible main panel, flexible side 
Walls joined at one side margin to the opposite side 
margins of the main panel, opposed laterally ex 
tending flexible wings joined to the opposite mar 
gins of the side walls, and flexible end-extensions 
on the main panel, the Wings and end-extensions 
being foldable inwardly over the main panel and 
the body-portion being adapted for rolling into 
cylindrical form for housing a plurality of rows 
of samples, sets of partition-members hingedly 
connected at a respective side margin to, and dis 
posed upon the inner face of, the respective wings 
for sidewise disposition between the samples of 
the respective roWS for separating the same one 
from the other when the body-portion is in rolled 
carrying condition and for disposition approxi 
mately flatWise upon the respective wings when 
the body-portion is in unrolled display condition, 
and ineans having connection with the body-por 
tion for Securing the same in rolled carrying con 
dition. 

10. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated sheet body-portion of flexible material 
adapted for rolling into cylindrical form for hous 
ing a plurality of merchandise samples, a series 
of substantially rigid partition-forming members 
SWingably attached to the body-portion in spaced 
relation along the length of the sheet for dispo 
sition between the housed samples for separating 
the samples one from the other when the body 
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portion is in rolled carrying condition and for dis 
position approximately flatWise upon the body 
portion. When the latter is in unrolled display 
condition, and means connecting said members 
one to the other for unitary SWingable movement. 

11. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated sheet body-portion of flexible material 
adapted for rolling into cylindrical form for hous 
ing a plurality of merchandise samples, a series 
of substantially rigid partition-forming members 
swingably attached to the body-portion in spaced 
relation along the length of the sheet for disposi 
tion between the housed samples for separating 
the samples one from the other when the body 
portion is in rolled carrying condition and for 
disposition approximately flatWise upon the body 
portion. When the latter is in unrolled display con 
dition, and a flexible tape connecting said mem 
bers for unitary SWingable movement. 

12. A merchandise-sample carrying-and-dis 
play case comprising, in combination, a body 
portion including a flexible main panel and op 
posed laterally extending flexible wings, the lat 
ter being joined to the opposite margins of the 
main panel and the body-portion being adapted 
for rolling into cylindrical form for housing a 
plurality of merchandise samples, means having 
connection with the main panel for dividing the 
area, thereof into a plurality of compartments, 
and a plurality of rigid partition-members hing 
edly at a side margin connected to, and disposed 
upon the inner face of, one of said Wings for side 
Wise registration. With the compartments for sep 
arating the housed samples one from the other 
When the body-portion is in rolled carrying con 
dition and for disposition approximately flatwise 
upon the wing when the body-portion is in un 
rolled display condition. 

JOHN FRANKLIN. 


