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To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that we, WARREN. C. KING and 

REUBEN P. STEVENs, citizens of the United 
States, residing at East San Pedro, in the 
county of Los Angeles and State of Cali 
fornia, have invented new and useful m 
provements in Can Lifters and Holders, of which the following is a specification. 
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Our object is to provide a simple device 
by which an operator may lift a certain 
number of uniform, cans at each Operation 
without danger of marring or dropping any 
of the cans. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing my 
can lifter in position for use and in en 
gagement and ready to lift a series of cans. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical cross-section 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional de 
tail on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Pairs of tongs 1 and 2 are connected by 
parallel can lifting jaws 3 and 4, the jaws 
being secured to the tips of the tong levers 
by rivets 5 and extending at right angles to 
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the levers, and the tongs being spaced a suit 
able distance apart so that an operator may 
grasp one pair in one hand and the other 
pair in the other hand. Each pair of tongs 
comprises the crossed levers 6 and 7 con 
nected by a 
being substantially parallel and the tips 11 

pivot 8, the handles 9 and 10 
and 12 being substantially parallel and there 
being an expansion coil spring 13 inserted be two the handies 9 and 10 near the pivot 8 

35 and held in place by studs 14 and 15 rigidly 
fixed through the handles and extending 
into the spring. 
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The springs serve to hold the jaws 3 and 
4 normally apart. 

40. Flat-head rivets or screws are inserted 
through the jaws 3 and 4 from the inside 
and fixed in the jaws with the heads pro 
jecting inwardly to form fingers 16 for en 
gaging the cans, there being one finger for 
each end of each can. 
The can lifter is constructed especially 

copies of this patent may be obtained for 

for the size and style of can upon which it 
is to be used, and usually the cans 17 will 
roll down a chute upon a table 18 against 
a stop 19 and then the can lifter may be 
employed to lift a load of cans from the 
table and stop. Then another series of cans 
will take the place of those removed, and 
by keeping count of the operations, the 
number of cans handled may be computed. 
Preferably, the lifter will be made to han 
dle six, or ten, or twelve cans at an opera 
tion. The cans roll upon the table in a hori 
Zontal position, the tongs 1 and 2 are grasped 
by the operator, the handles being normally 
separated to expand the jaws, and the jaws 
are placed in position against opposite ends 
of the cans, and the handles 9 and 10 manu 
ally operated and pressed toward each other 
against the tension of the springs to bring 
the iaws 3 and *W. aC agai the jaws 3 and 4 toward each other against 
the ends of the cans. The fingers 16 will 
engage the depressed heads of the cans and 
slide upwardly until the outwardly extend 
ing rins are encountered. The smooth flat 
heads of the fingers will not mar the cans 
and there will be no possibility of the cans 
falling from between the jaws. 
We claim: 
A can lifter comprising two pairs of tongs; 

each pair of tongs consisting of crossedle 
vers pivotally connected together and form 
ing substantially parallel handles and sub 
stantially parallel tips, the handles and tips 
being Spaced apart, and springs between the 
handles to throw the tips apart; a pair of 
lifting jaws connecting the tips of one pair 
of tongs to the tips of the other pair of 
tongs, and flat head rivets inserted through 
the jaws and fixed in the jaws with the 
heads projecting inwardly to form finger's 
for engaging the rims of the cans. 
In testimony whereof we have signed our 

names to this specification. 
WARREN C. KING. 
REUBEN. P. STEVENS. 

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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