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T hlb invention relates to motor car identi-

fying appliances of the type intended to"

make nnpossﬂole the transfer of ownership
of a car by an unauthorized person without
showing evidence that such transfer was un-
authorized.

An appliance of mch character mchated
, issued

factory in that there is a possﬂnhty of the
license certificate element being ftcmdentally
cwstmyed and also because ot ‘the practi-

cability of the ready vemoval or transfer of

the appliance without injury thiereto, from
the car for which it was issued to another car.
Accordingly, my object is'to produce an
pplmnce not open to elthel of the objec-
tions mentioned, that is,” one “which cannot
be removed from posmon on a car by any-
one, authorized or not, without de: troying
a part difficult and expensive to veplace, by
an. unauthorized pérson, and in which acci-
dental i injury to the cer tificate element is pre-
vented by a perinanent locking together of
the . housmg and . the Ll‘lﬂbp"tlel]t pl ate pro-
tecting but not hiding the. certificate, when
such parts ave once in as\embled relation,
With the general objects in view men-
tioned, and others of a tributory dmmcter
the invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures .of construction. and organization of
paits as heveinafter described and claimed;
and In oLdu that it taay be fully understood,

reference is to be had to the accompanymn

drawing, in which:
ﬂwuu 1is a front view of a motm car

1dentli) ing apphance Lml,odymo the inven-
tion. B
Figure 2 is an enlaroed Veltlcal section

taken on the line T1=-IT1 oi Figure 1, and ‘also

showing in‘section the car dash or eqm.vqlpnt

supporting plate for the apph(mce
Figure 3 is an irregular hovizontal sec-
tion on the line I11I— TIT of Figure 1, the

figure being on substantially the sime sc e

as meu 9.
© Hignre 4.is an thur‘ed fragmentary sec-
tion on the line IV“-IV of Fiouve 1.
Wigure
tion on the line V—V of Figure 1.
Referiing to the drawing in detail, 1 in-
dicates a rectangular plate provided near its
upper ceniial portion with a depres-ed panel
2 and near its lower corners with depressed
perforated portions 2* of substanti ally the

5 is an enlarged fragmentary sec- -

Serial No. 163,060.

applmnce 18 phced in opemtlve position

against the «dash D of a car it will have a E

stable three- -point bearing against such dash.
The upper-end of the pLLte 15 bent forwardly
and downwardly to prowd v keeper 3, and

is equipped with certain spring elements

hereinatter mentioned. The plate constltutes
the back member of a housing.

The front member 4 of the housmcr corre-
sponds in contour and proportion to the back

member, and for the greater portion of its
‘area 1s depressed . fomaldly to provide a

forwardly projecting panel 5, the face of
said panel being provided with large open-

< ing-or window b Said front member 18 bent

rearwardly and inwardly at its side margins

to provide tpright keepers 7, and at its lower ;

margin s 0011e~p0nd1nwly bent to provide
‘an upwucll3 facing keeper ‘8, the arrange-
ment being such that the upper ends of the
Lccpela 7 can be fitted on the side margins
of the rear member and member 4 is- ‘then

slid upward upon the rear member until the

upper edge of the front member and the
Iower edoe of the rear member simultane-
ously enter the keepers 8 and 8 respectively,
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this arrangement locking the plates together

Laround the mar gins ther ot 5o that thLy ‘can-

:uot bc spread apart.at aily point.

Lontour and size to the back member and is
adapted to be slipped into the keepers of the

~front member prior to the engagement of the

latter with the rear or back member s0 asto
constitute a back for the paneled portion
‘of the front member. Said plate or back 9
is provided near its upper edge and midway
between its side edges with an opening 10,
and at opposite sides of and in a lower plane
than opening 10 with openings 11, the func-
tion ot Ll'eee opmmgb belno hueunuter set

Aor th.

A plate 12 of- resilient nm’cexml is welded
or otherwise secured to and within the’ cle-
presied panel of the back munbel, and is
tormed with an upwardly and inwardly ex-
tending spring tongue 13 which is adapted

- for loduno the two tmembers together by pre-

venting th front member 110‘11 being slid
downwar dly off the back member, the said

~spring locking tongue 13 being adapted to

(bo forced bach by the plate 9 when the two
‘members are slid: together as hereinbefore

_explained, and then veact or snap forwardly -
through the opening 10 as the same comes
so that whm the

opposite the free end of the tonoue The

: )
v metal or equivalent plate 9 conforms in

103

1o



10

10

T

40

&
SO

60

65

=

plate 12 is also provided with a pair of
spring spurs or hooks 14 spaced apart to cor-
respond with the openings 11 of plate 9, co
that when the front and back members-are
slid together and as they are respectively en-
gaged by the keepers 3 and 8, said spring
spurs or hooks, repressed at first by the plate
9, shall react and snap forwardly through

-the respective openings 11 of said plate.

A corresponding or equivalent plate 15 of
frangible transparent material, is of size and
form to substantially fill the chamber pro-
vided by the panel 5 of the front member, a
snug fit being desirable to avoid the produc-
tion of a rattling noise when the-car is:In
motion, and also to guard against slippage
of a license certificate, hereinafter referred
to. . The frangible plate is provided with a
recess 16 in its rear face, the recess register-
ing with the opening 10 of plate 9, and pro-
viding an abrupt downwardly-facing shoul-
der which will so engage the locking tongue
18 when the parts are finally assembled in
operative relation, that it will be impossible
to reverse the relative sliding movement of
the members which occurs in the assembling
operation. The frangible plate is also pro-
vided with a pair of recesses 17 registering
with openings 11 of plate 9, and are
adapted to receive the points of the spring
hooks or spurs 14 at the same instant that
recess 16 receives the locking tongue 13, and
for a purpose hereinafter explained the said
plate is also provided with upwardly-extend-
ing grooves 18 opening at their lower ends
into the recesses 17, -

‘The said plate is furthermore provided
with a recess 19 opposite the recess 16 and
accessible through the window 6, this panel-
ing of the plate so weakening it that under
the impact of a small hammer or chisel or the
like the frangible plate can be broken so that
a tool can be applied through the brealk upon
the locking tongue 10 to repress the same
sufficiently to permit of such relative slidable
movement of the front and back members

as to effect their separation, it being noted

that the points of the spring hooks or-spurs
bear such angular relation to the openings
11 of plate 9, that they will lock the plate 9

to the back member when the front member

“with the plate 15, is slid downward, this re-

tention of the backing plate 9 being desirable
for a reason which hereinafter appears.

A paper license or equivalent certificate
issued by the State or equivalent authority
to an applicant upon proof that such appli-
cant is the owner of the car for which the

‘license certificate is requested is indicated at

90, the certificate bearing the indicia required
thereon by the State, such as the name of
the State, the number of the certificate and
other data. The certificate is fitted against
the back of the frangible plate and folded

as at 21 over the upper and lower edges
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thereof before the plate is fitted in the cham-
ber of the panel 5, the snug fit of the plate
in the chamber, and the fitting of the back-
ing plate 9 against the back of the certificate
guarding ‘against slippage of the certificate,
which latter also serves as a cushion or paci-
ing against rattling action of said plate 15
or plate 9. The certificate is preferably pro-
vided with openings 22 registering with the
openings 11 of the backing plate 9, and with
an opening 22* registering with the cpening
10, so that the locking tongue 13 and the
hooks or spurs 14 may readily snap into the
recesses 16 and 17 respectively, though it is
obvious that if the certificate is of ordinary
paper, the tongue and spurs may be left to
form or punch openings in the certificate as
the two members are fitted together, as ex-

LA

plained.

As hereinbefore explained, when the parts
are once slid together the locking tongue will
prevent reverse slidable action of the mem-
bers and necessitate the fracture of the fran-
gible plate to permit the locking tongue to
be repressed or tnlocked. There is no other
method of disconnecting the front and back
members short of so injuring one or both of
them as to malke it or them incapable of fur-
ther use, and the necessity of the destruction
of plate 15 is desirable so as to male it im-
practicable or impossible for any one to use
the frangible plate a second time or the same
certificate a second time, as when the fran-
gible plate is broken and the locking tongue
is repressed, the sliding downsward of the
front member vesults in the tearing by the
hooks or spurs, of strips out of the certifi-
cate, this tearing of the strips being made
certain and positive by the provision of the
grooves or channels 18. In this connection
it will be noted that the backing plate pri-
marily guards against injury to the certifi-
cate by the locking tengue and hooks or spurs
when the assembly is taking place, as it acts
to take the thrust of the said spring elements
during the assembly operation, from the cer-
tificate, and by the retention of the backing
plate on the back member when the front
memiber is slid dewnward, the spurs can be
relied upon to tear strips from the certificate
where the latter bridges the channels or
grooves 18.

Before the front member equipped as de-
seribed with the backing plate, and the certifi-

cate and frangible plate which of course is 1

transparent so that the certificate may be
read through ‘it, is slid into operative rela-
tion with the back member, screw bolts 23
are fitted through the periorated portions 2*
until the heads of the bolts are completely
countersunk in the chambers of said por-
tions, the said bolts being fitted through the
dash and screwed into a relatively heavy bar

94 fitted against the back of the dash, which

bar cannot be readily removed, not only be-
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cause it is in a rather inaccessible place but

also because it is-engaged by a plurality of
sciew bolts and hence cannot.be unscrewed,
and when the front meniber and its equip-
ment s slid upon and locked to the back

member the kerfed heads of the said bolts ave

~completely hidden and inaccessible.
From the foregoing it will be apparent

that neither the front member of the hous-

ing, the frangible plate nor the certificate

~can be removed from position without. the
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“such

~connected

destruction of the plate and the mutilation

of the certificate, it being desirable that the

plate be destroyed because it is an element

v that would be very difficult of duplication
by an unauthorized person, as such person by-

attempting to obtain a duplicate plate from

the proper source.of supply, would be under
the necessity of explaining or showing that .
 he had made a legitimate purchase of the
car. It would be possible at velatively small

expense .to. duplicate the certificate muti-
lated or destroyed by removal with the plate
15 of the front member of the housing, and

for this reason the desirability of fracturing

plate 15 is important. ;
To properly identify or aszociate the front
meinber, the plate 15 thereof and :the certi-

ficate, the two former elements should bear.

the name of the State and the license num-

ber, the plate also- indicating  the -year of

issuance go' as to be practically irradicable,

and the certificate :along 'its Iower margin.

wiiere visible through the lower part.of the
plate should. preferably be colored as indi-
cated by lining (Figure 1), to provide a

~background for the license number on the.

plate, as this coloring with the number in
Lold characters upon the plate presenting

an observer. ; L

From the above description, it-will be ap-
parent that I have produced a car identify-
g appliance  which embodies. the features
ot advantage set forth as desirable in the

statement of the object of the invention,

and which may be modified in minor par-
ticulars within the principle of construction
and mode of ‘operation involved and also
within the spirit and scope of the appended
claims. ’ _ '

What T claim s

1. A car identifying appliance comprising
a housing conristing of & back member and
a front member having a window, slidably
together, ‘
against which. the back member fits, means
for fastening the back member to the sup-
port, a transparent plate within the honsing
and covering the said fastening means and
rendering the same inaccessible, a certificate

within . the housing and fitting against the:

Lack of -said transparent plate, and means
within: the housing’ projecting through the

certificate for tearing the same in the event

a contrast as to be readily mnoted by

4 A car identifying appliance comprising

a " suitable support. the

the front member and said transparent plate
are slid out of engagement with the back
member, ,

2. A caridentifying appliance comprising
¢ housing consisting of a back member and
v front member having a window, slidably
connected - together, a  suitable support
against which the back member fits, means
for fastening the back member to the sup-
port; a transparent plate within the housing

8,;
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and covering the caid fastening means and

rendering the same inaccessible, a certificate
within the housing and fitting against the
ek of said transparvent plate, means within
the housing  projecting through
tificate, and means within the housing pro-
jecting into said transpavent plate for lock-
ing the same and the front member of the
housing {rom being slid out of engagement
with ‘the back member, : C
3. A car identifying appliance comprising
a housing consisting of u back member and
a front member having a window, slidably
connected together,a suitable support againgt
which: the back member fits, means for fas-
tening the back wmember to the suppore; a

transparent plate within the. licusing and
covering the said fastening means and ven-.

dering the same inaccessible, u certificate
fitting flat against the back of and inter-
locked with the transpavent plate, a backing
plate awithin the housing and fitting against
the back of the ¢ sttificate and provided with

an opening, and o spring spur secured with-
‘in.the back member and adapted to be re-

pressed by said backing plate when the front

member; certificate and backing plate are

slid into engagement with the back member
and-to snap forward through the opening
of the backing plate and through the certifi-
cate when the front. member and the back
member are properly assembled together. -

. . . fed
a housing consisting of a back member and
a_iront member having a window, slidably
connected -~ together, a suitable sapport
against which the back member fits, means
for factening the hack merber to the sup-
port, a-transparent plate within the hous-
mg and covering the fastening means and
rendering the. same inaccessible and pro-
vided with a back recess, a cevtificate fitting
flat against the hack of and interlocked with
the transpavent plate, a backing plate within
the housing and fitting against the back of
certificate and provided with an open-

said cer~
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ing registering with the said recess; and a -

spring locking tongue carried by the back

member and adapted, when the front memn--

ber: and said plate and certificate are in as-

sembled  position with respect. to the back
member, to snap through the said register-

ing opening of the backing plate and the

certificate and engage the transparent plate

recess to . prevent slidable disengagement

130
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thereof and of the front
back member. - » : ;

5. A& car identifying appliance comprising
& -housing consisting of a back member and
a front member having a window, slidably
connected together, ' a - suitable  support
against which the back member fits, means
for fastening the back member-to the sup-
port, a transparent plate within the housing

member from the

“and covering the fastening means and ren-

dering the same inaccessible and provided
with o back rvecess, a certificate fitting fiat
against the back of and interlocked with the
transparent plate, a backing plate within the
housing and fitting against the back of the
certificate and provided with a pair of open-
ings, one registering with the said recess, a
spring spuyr secured within the back member
and adapted to be vepressed by said backing
plate when the front member, certificate and

“backing plate are slid into engagement with
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the back member and to snap forward
through the other opening of the backing
piate and through the certificate when the

front member and.the back member are
properly assembled together, and a spring
iocking tongue carried by the back member
and -adapted when the front member and
said plate and certificate are in assembled
position with respect to the back member,
to snap through the said opening oif the
backing plate registering with and into said
vecess, and through the certificate and engage
the transparvent plate to prevent slidable
disengagement thereof and of the front
member from the back member. :

6. A car identifying appliance comprising
2 housing consisting of a back member. and

“a front member having a window, slidably

connected together, a transpavent plate fit-
ting within the housing and covering said
window and provided with a recess in its
rear side, a certificate within the housing
and fitting  against the back of and inter-
locked with said transparent plate, a back-
ing plate fitt

the back of the certificate and provided with
an opening opposite the recess of said plate,
and a spring spur secured to the bacl mem-
ber and projecting forwardly through the
opening of the backing plate and the certifi-

- cate into said recess of the transparent plate

55
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and locking the backing plate against slid-
ing movement and mutilating the certificate
when the front member and certificate are
slid from engagement with the back member.
7. A car identifying appliance comprising
a housing consisting of a back member and

o front member having a window, slidably

connected together, the front member being
panelled, a transparent plate fitting in the
panel of the front member and covering the
window thereof, a certificate fitting against
the back of the transparent plate and be-
tween the upper and lower edges thereof and

lock the same and ths front member

ting in the housing and against

1,687,541

the upper and lower portions of the panelled
portion of the front member, said trans-
parent plate having a recess in its rear side,

‘2 backing plate holding the certificate flat

against the back of the transpavent plate
and slidably connected to the front member,
and a spring spuxr carried by the :
ber and projecting through the backing plate
and certificate and into the recess-of the

transparent plate and adapted when the.

Iatter with the front member and certificate,
is slid ‘downward from disengagement with

the back member, to prevent corresponding

sliding movement of said backing plate.
'8. A car identifying appliance comprising
a housing consisting of a back member and
a. fyont member having a window, slidably
connected together, the front member: being
panelied, a transparent plate fitting in the

panel of the front member and covering the *

window thereo#, a certificate fitting against
the back of the transparent plate and be-
tween the upper and lower edges thereof
and the ‘upper and lower portions of the
panelled portion of the front member, said
transparent plate having a recess in its rear
side, a backing plate holding the certificate
fiat against the back of the transparent plate
and slidably connected to the front member,
a spring spur-carried by the back member

and projecting through the backing plate

and certificate and into the recess of the
transpavent plate and adapted when the
latter with the front member and certifi-
cate, is slid downward from disengagement
with the back member, to preveni corre-
sponding sliding movement of said backing
piate, and means within the housing back
of and engaging the transparent plate to
against
iem-

slidable disengagement from the back
ber.

9. A car identifying appliance comprising
a housing consisting of a back member and a
front member having a window, sl

N

connected together, the front membar being.
= b =

panelled, a iransparent plate fitting in the
panel of the front member and covering tl
window thereof, a- certificate ftting 1l
against the transparvent member and nter-
locked therewith; said transparent  plate
having in its rear side a recess und a chan-
pel extending upwardly therefrom, a back-
ing plate fitting against the back of the cer-

tificate and provided with an opening oppo-

site the recess in the back of the transparent.

plate, and a spring spur carvied by the back
member and projecting through the opening
of the backing plate and the certificate and
into the vecess of the transparent plate.

10. A car identifying appliance compris-
ing a housing consisting of a back member
and a front member having a window, slid-
ably cenuected together, the front member
being paaneled, a transparent plate fitting in

back mem--
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the panel of the front member and covering

the window thereof, a certificate fitting flat

against the transparent member and inter-

locked therewith; said transparent plate
having in its rear side a recess and a chan-
nel extending upwardly therefrom,
ing plate fitting against the back of the cer-
tificate and provided with an opening oppo-
site the recess in the back of the transparent
plate, a spring spur carried by ‘the back
member and projecting through the opening
of the backing plate and the certificate and
into the recess of the transpavent plate, and

means to lock the backing plate against dis-"

engagement with the front member from the
back member. S S

11. A car identifying appliance compris-
ing a housing consisting of a back member
and a front member having a panel and a
window therethrough, a transparent plate
fitting in the panel and covering said win-
dow, and provided with a downwardly-fac-
ing shoulder at its redr side, a certificate fit-

'

ting against the rear side of the transparent
plate and interlocked therewith, and aspring

locking avm- carried by the ‘back member
and projecting through the certificate and

engaging the shoulder of the transparent

a back-

plate to lock the same and the front member
against -slidable-withdrawal from the back
member. :

120 A car identifying appliance compris-
g a housing consisting of a back member

and a front member having a panel anu a
window therethrough, a transparent plate
fitting in the panel and covering said win-
dow, and provided with a downwardly-fac-
ing shoulder at its vear side, a certificate fit-
ting against the rear side of the transparent

plate and interlocked therewith, a spring ¢

locking arm carried by the back member and
projecting through the certificate and en-

B
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gaging the shoulder of the trangparent plate -

to lock ‘the 'same and the’ front member

against slidable withdrawal from the back
member, and a spring spur carried by the

back member and projecting through the
certificate into the transparent plate and
adapted -to tear the certificate in the event

the front member and transparent plate and
certificate are slidably disengaged from the

back member. ,
In witness ‘whereof I heceunto affix m
signature. ; :

STRAUD K. WOOD,



