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v PRICE CARD SUPPORT
Robert J. Slavsky, Detroit, Mich., assignor to Shaw &
Slavsky, Inc., Detroit, Mich. - :
Filed Apr. 6, 1962, Ser. No. 185,665
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This invention relates to a price card support and more
particularly, to a support for mounting price cards upon
the front edge molding of a shelf.

In the supermarket industry; it is a common practice
to indicate specially priced or sales priced merchandise to
the retail customers by means of printed cards affixed to
the edges of the shelves upon which the special priced
merchandise is placed. Many supermarkets, particu-
larly chain stores, print their own cards which are used
for the few days that some specific item is specially priced.
-, The cards are normally attached to the shelf edges by
means of adhesive tape and, therefore, are easily knocked
off by customers brushing against them or by children
pulling them off. In addition, the cards are easily bent
or soiled. Thus, the store personnel - must constantly
check the shelves, many times a day, and replace those
cards which have become lost or attach those cards back
on_ the shelves, where the cards have been knocked off.
Although the cards individually. are inexpensive, large
numbers of them are used’throughout .any one market
and when multiplied by the number of markets in any
one chain the aggregate expense is considerable.

Hence, it is-an object: of this invention to provide a
support for fastening conventional price indicating cards
to the front edge moldings which are normally found on
the front edges of supermarket shelving, in such a way
that-the cards cannot be easily tampered with or knocked
off the shelf and are protected against damage or soiling,
and which permits the use of thinner, and thereby less
expensive, paper or cardboard cards.

A further object of this invention is to provide a price
card holder or support in the form of a thin sheet of
transparent plastic material which protects the face of
a card, wherein the card is secured frictionally to the
transparent sheet by means of a wire mounting which
simultaneously functions to secure the sheet to the shelf
edge molding,

These and other objects and advantages of this in-

vention will become apparent upon reading the following

description, of which the attached drawings form a part,

In these drawings:

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of the price card sup-
port with a price card positioned thereon.

FIG. 2 is a side view showing the sheet mounted upon
a shelf molding.

FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the support.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, perspective view of the wire
mounting means.

" FIG. 5 is a view, similar to FIG. 4, of a modified wire
mounting means.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are views each similar, respectively, to
FIGS. 1 and 3 but illustrating a modification.

With reference to FIGS. 1-4, the price card support 10
is formed for mounting upon a shelf edge molding 11
connected to the front edge of a shelf 12. The molding
used may be of the type illustrated in my Patent No.
2,983,475 of May 9, 1961. The support is mounted nor-
mally in a substantially vertical position, parallel to the
front edge of the shelf.

The support is formed of a thin, stiff, single thickness,
transparent plastic sheet 14 having a front face 15 and
a back face 16. The price card 17 is arranged in face to
face contact with the back face 16 so as to show through
the transparent sheet.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

2

Card 17 is a conventional card usually formed of thin
cardboard of a size which is roughly about four inches
by six inches. However, with this support, thin, inex-
pensive paper can be used instead of the relatively more
expensive cardboard. The message on the face of the
cardboard is normally printed or written by the super-
market operators and varies to indicate the particular
sales item and the price thereof. .

Wire mounting means 20 are provided to secure the
sheet 14 to the shelf edge molding 11 as well as to secure
the card 17 to the back face 16 of the sheet. Such
mounting means are in the form of elongated springy
wires each having one end sinuously bent at 21 around
rivets 22, for securing such end to the back face of the
sheet, and extending into a free end portion 23 (see
FIG. 4) arranged substantially parallel to the sheet for
cverlapping the bottom edge of the card 17 and pressing
it against the sheet.

The opposite end of the wire is bent at 25 into a mount-
ing configuration which may be of the M-shape of my
Patent No. 2,983,475 of May 9, 1961 or of some such
similar suitable bent configuration for fastening to the
shelf edge molding 11.

The wire portion between the sinuous bend and the
mounting configuration is bent into an inverted L-shape
having one leg 26 arranged transverse to the plane of
the sheet and the other leg 27 arranged substantially
parallel to the plane of the sheet for overlapping the
card 17. The leg 27 is centrally bowed at 28 outwardly
of the plane of the sheet so that the opposite ends of the
bow press against the card 17 and particularly a straight-
ened portion 29 thereof forms a line contact which spring
presses the card 17 against the back face 16 of the sheet.
In this way, the mounting means tighily and frictionally
lock the card against the sheet while mounting the sheet
to the shelf edge molding.

FIG. 5 illustrates a modification of the wire mounting
means wherein the vertical leg 3¢ of the L-shape is straight
rather than centrally bowed as in FIG. 4. The straight
leg is adequate, in many cases, for pressing a thin gage
cardboard or paper price card against the sheet 14 and
for frictionally locking the card against falling off the
sheet.

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate a modification wherein the
wire supports are arranged at the top edge of the sheet,
so0 that the sheet depends downwardly a considerable dis-
tance below the shelf rather than extending above the
shelf as illustrated in FIG. 2. The mounting means 29
are substantially identical to that shown in FIG. 4 or in
FIG. 5, although the vertical leg may be shortened some-
‘what to lower the top edge of the card relative to the top
surface of the shelf 12.

In addition, struck-out pockets 32 are formed in the
sheet to extend rearwardly of the sheet and receive cor-
ners of the card, the pockets being rearwardly extended
enough so that the corners of the price card do not ex-
tend forwardly of the front face of the card and hence,
cannot be readily tampered with. This modification is
particularly useful where the cards may be subjected
to considerable contact with passers-by or to unusual
heavy breezes in some particular portion of a store.

This invention may be further developed within the
scope of the following attached claims. Accordingly,
it is desired that the foregoing description be read as being
merely illustrative of an operative embodiment of this
invention and not in a strictly limiting sense.

I now claim:

1. A price card support for mounting a price card upon
a shelf edge molding comprising a thin, flat, stiff, single-
thickness sheet of transparent plastic material having a
front face and a back face; means for mounting the sheet
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on the edge of a shelf and for mounting a price card on
the back face of the sheet; said means comprising at least
one springy wire support having one end secured to the
back face of the sheet and its opposite end bent into a
mounting configuration for attachment to a shelf edge
molding, a substantial portion of the wire between the
ends being bent substantially parallel to the back face

of the sheet and spring pressing against said back face

for overlapping a price card arranged in face to face con-
tact with the back face of the sheet and spring pressing
the card into tight frictional contact with the sheet.

2. A construction as defined in claim 1, and at least
one portion of said sheet being struck-out rearwardly, that
is, from the front face rearwardly of the back face, and
formed to overlap the exposed back face of a card ar-
ranged in contact with the sheet for holding the card in
contact with the sheet.

3. A construction as defined in claim 2, and including
a number of such struck-out portions formed in the sheet,
each arranged to overlap and hold a corner portion of the
card.

4, A support for mounting a price card upon a shelf
edge molding comprising a thin, flat, stiff, single-thick-
ness sheet of transparent plastic material having a front
face and a back face; wire means for mounting the sheet
on the edge of a shelf and for mounting a price card on
and in face to face contact with the back face of the
sheet; said wire means comprising an elongated, springy
wire, having one end secured to the back face of the
sheet by a rivet, the portion of the wire adjacent to such
riveted end being arranged substantially parallel to and
in spring comtact with the back face of the sheet and
extending into a portion bent at an angle to the sheet and
terminating at the opposite end of the wire in a bent con-
figuration formed to interlock with the shelf edge molding
for locking the sheet parallel to the shelf edge molding
and for overlapping and spring pressing a price card
tightly against the back face of the sheet.
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5. A construction as defined in claim 4 and said wire
portion adjacent said riveted end being centrally bowed
a short distance away from the sheet with the opposite
end of the bow tightly pressing against the sheet. )

6. A construction as defined in claim 4, and the riveted
end of the wire terminating in a short free end bent sub-
stantially parallel to the sheet and arranged to overlap
a card for further holding the card in contact with the
sheet. ' : ‘

7. A support for mounting a price card upon a shelf
edge molding comprising a thin, flat, stiff, single-thickness
sheet of transparent plastic-material having a front face
and a back face, wire means for mounting the sheet on
a shelf edge molding secured to the edge of a shelf, parallel
to the shelf edge and for mounting a price card in face to
face contact with the back face of the sheet; said wire
means comprising two spaced apart, but horizontally
aligned, substantially identical elongated springy wires
each having an end bent into a mounting configuration
for engagement with the molding and each having its
opposite end secured to the back face of the sheet by
rivets, and terminating in a short free end bent to overlap
a card arranged on the back face of the sheet, each of the
wires between their opposite ends being bent into an
L.-shape, with one leg of the L being transverse to the
plane of the sheet and being integral with the mounting
configuration, the other leg being substantially parallel
to the sheet, but centrally bowed away from the sheet

. with the opposite ends of the bow spring pressing against

the sheet and arranged to overlap and spring press the
card into tight contact with the sheet.
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