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The matter common to the inventions in claims 1-4 is “a connector
characterized by comprising a connector body having a mounting cylinder
for mounting a hose thereto, and a lock member fitted loosely into a
guide member of the connector body to be slidable in an axis direction,
and in that the lock member is provided with a claw member provided to
stand on an inner wall surface, the mounting cylinder is provided with
a protrusion at the outer periphery of the leading end thereof, the lock
member is moved forward by pulling the hose or the lock member after
the hose is inserted in the mounting cylinder, the hose is locked by
the claw member, and the hose is supported by being sandwiched between
theprotrusionprovided on themountingcylinder side and the lock member”.

However, the search revealed that the above-said connector is not
novel, since the connector is disclosed in CD-ROM of the specification
and drawings annexed to the request of Japanese Utility Model Application
No. 142826/1989% (Laid-open No. 77893/1991) (Sachio MACHII), 06 August
1991 (06.08.1991), specification, page 4, line 13 to page 6, line 17;
fig. 1 to 3.

In consequence, since the abovementioned connector does not make a
contribution over the prior art, “a connector characterized by comprising
a connector body having a mounting cylinder for mounting a hose thereto,
and a lock member fitted loosely into a guide member of the connector
body to be slidable in an axis direction, and in that the lock member
is provided with a claw member provided to stand on an inner wall surface,
the mounting cylinder is provided with a protrusion at the outer periphery
of the leading end thereof, the lock member is moved forward by pulling
the hose or the lock member after the hose is inserted in the mounting
cylinder, the hose is locked by the claw member, and the hose is supported
by being sandwiched between the protrusion provided on the mounting
cylinder side and the lock member” is not a special technical feature
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence.
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