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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY METZ, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 
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Ipplication filed March 3, 1892, Serial No. 423,576. (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: each end in the lugsb, provided at the botton 
Be it known that I, HENRY METZ, of the of the rear plate B. A long spiral spring S city of Philadelphia and State of Pennsylva- is provided circumferentially on the pin p, 

nia, have invented a certain new and useful Im 
provementin a Combined Ornamental News 
paper-Holder and Door-Plate; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description thereof, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification. 
My invention has relation to improved 

hinged door-plates for the ready reception 
and Securing of newspapers, mail-matter, &c., 
to the front door of residences; and it consists 
in a metal door-plate, preferably ornamental, 
hinged at its lower end to a rear securing 
plate through the medium of a horizontal rod 
or pin and a spiral spring adjusted circum 
ferentially on said rod with one end of said 
spring Secured against the rear securing-plate 
and the other end bearing against the front 
hinged plate, the tension of which tends to 
force and retain the front hinged plate in a 
Vertical or approximately vertical position, 
tending to bind and securely hold in position 
the newspaper between the two said plates. 
The front plate is preferably designed for the 
reception of the name of the occupant of the 
house as a door-plate. 
The device is preferably constructed of 

brass or other metal susceptible of high polish 
and constructed to present an ornamental ef 
fect. The rear plate is preferably larger than 
the front hinged plate and is provided with 
orifices for securing-screws. The front plate 
has secured on its face a handle, preferably 
of a hook shape, by which the plate may be 
drawn forward, and upon which, if desired, a 
light pail or package may be hung. 

In the drawings the device is clearly illus 
trated. 

Figure 1 represents the device secured in 
position to a front door, retaining a newspa 
per. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device 
detached. Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the 
line acac of Fig. 2. 
A represents the front plate, hinged at its 

base to the rear plate B through the medium 
of the rod or pinp, passing through the lugs 
a, provided on the plate A and secured at 

having one ends bearing against the under 
side of the plate B, and the opposite ends', 
bearing with the proper tension against the 
under side of the front plate A, tending to 
force the plate A tightly against the plate B 
in a vertical position, so that when the news 
paper or other matter is interposed between 
the two plates the same will be held firmly in 
position until removed by withdrawing the 
late A, through the medium of the handle 

or hook h. 
A rear plate B is, as before stated, con 

structed, preferably, larger than thefront plate 
A, and is provided with the orifices 0, coun 
tersunk for the reception of securing-screws. 

I am aware that various spring tension 
clasping devices have heretofore been in 
vented for various purposes, and do not claim 
such broad construction. My invention re 
sides in the construction of devices herein par 
ticularly described and claimed. 
Having thus described my invention, What I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 
1. In a newspaper-holder for front doors, a 

rear securing-plate B, provided with depend 
ing lugs b and orifices o for securing-screws, 
front hinged plate A, provided with depend 
ing lugs a, pivotally hinged to the plate B 
by the pin p, passing through said lugs, and 
horizontal spiral spring S, secured circumfer entially upon the pin p, having its respective 
ends engaging against the bottom of the said 
plates A and B for forcing the plate A nor 
mally against the plate B, and handle or hook 
h, provided upon the plate A, substantially 
as described. 

2. In a combined newspaper-holder and 
door-plate, a front hinged ornamental door 
plate with space provided for the reception 
of the name of the occupant of the house, de 
pending lugs a, secured to the bottom of said 
door-plate A, rear securing-plate B, provided 
at its base with depending lugs b, and coun 
tersunk orifices provided therein for the re 
ception of securing-screws, said door-plate A, 
hinged to said rear plate B by pin p, engaging 
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475,460 
in and through the respective lugs a and b of 
the respective plates, spiral spring S, circum 
ferentially disposed upon said pin p, having 
One ends of said spring engaging against said 
rear plate B and the other ends' at a desired 
tension engaging against the under side of 
the plate A, tending to force the same nor 
mally against the plate B, and the securing 

hook or handleh, provided on the plate A, stub 
substantially as described, 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand this 2d day of March, A. D. 1892. 
HENRY METZ. 

Witnesses: 
H. GoRDoN McCoUCH, 
HORACE PETTIT, 
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