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CAREY E. BUNKER, OF OREGON, MISSOURL

CASTER.

- Application filed November 22, 1920, Serial No. 425,882.:

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Carzy E. BuNKER, a
citizen of the United . States, residing at
Oregon, in the county of Holt and State of
Missouri, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Casters, of which the follow-
Ing is a specification. ' )

This invention relates to adjustable casters
for furniture and the like, the principal ob-
ject of the invention being to provide means
whereby the caster may be made to project
more or less from the leg so as to make the
article- of furniture set level.

Amnother object of the invention:is to, pro-

vide means for holding the caster stem ir
the adjustable member. , :

This invention also consists in -certain
other features of construction and in  the

combination and arrangement of the several.

parts, to be hereinafter fully described, illus-
trated 'in the accompanying drawings and

- specifically pointed: out in the appended

- claims.
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Tn describing my invention in detail, ref-
erence will be had to the accompanying

drawings wherein like characters denote like.

or corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views, and m which :—

Tigure 1 is a sectional view showing one
form of the invention. ‘ S

Figure 2 is a view of the screw threaded
member. :

Tigure 3 is a view of the locking nut. .

Figure 4 is a sectional view showing a
moditication.

Figure 5 is a sectional detail view of this
modification. ‘

Figure 6 is a view of the thrust carrying
cap sHown in this modification.

Figure 7 is a sectional view showing a
screw threaded sleeve carried by the leg for
receiving the screw threaded member.

Figure 8 is a sectional view of another
modification.

Figure 9 is a sectional view of a further
modification.

Tn these drawings 1 indicates the leg of
the article of furniture to which the caster
is to be secured. A hole 2 is bored in this
leg and a screw threaded member 3 1s
screwed in this hole. This member is pro-
vided with the head 4 for receiving the
wrench or other tool for turning the mem-
ber to screw it into the hole.

A nut 5 is .

screwed on said member and this nut en-

gages the end of the leg and is provided.

with a circular projection 6 which is adapted
to enter the wood. This nut and its pro-
jection acts to prevent the wood from split-
ting after. the screw threaded member has
been screwed into. the hole. . The lower part
of said member 8 is provided with a bore 7
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to receive the stem 8 of the-caster 9. In the

form shown in Figures 1 and 2 the stem is
removably - held in said bore by the spring
tongues 10 formed on the member and en-
gaging the rounded end of the-stem, said
stem also being provided with the shallow
annular groove 11 for. receiving the in-
wardly bent portions of the spring tongues.

It will thus be geen that by rotating the
member 3 in one direction or the other the
caster wheel may be adjusted in respect to
the bottom of the leg so as to make the ar-
ticle of furniture set level on an uneven
floor. : '
~In the modification
5 and 6, the screw threaded member 3" is
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shown in Figures 4, .

made in the form of a shell and a cap 10’

is placed in the upper end of this member..

This cap is provided with tongues 10* for
engaging the annular groove 11" formed in
the stem. This cap carries the thrust mem-

ber 12 which receives the upward, thrust of

the stem and said member is provided with
an annular groove to receive the  annular
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bead 13 formed by providing the cap with -

an annular groove. This groove in the cap
is engaged by bead formed by providing the
upper reduced end of the shell 3’ with an
annular groove. The upper end of this
shell is bent over to engage the cap, as
clearly shown at 15 in Figure 5.

Figure 7 shows a screw threaded sleeve 16
placed in the lower part of the hole in the
leg. . This sleeve is adapted to receive the

screw. threaded member shown in the other
The outer end of the sleeve is up-

figures.
set and driven into the leg, as shown at 17.
In the modification shown in Figure 8

the cap 10”7 is formed integral with the-

gerew threaded member 8’/ and in this case
the member 12 is provided with a depres-
sion to receive the upper rounded end of the
stem of the caster. ~In other respects this
form of the invention is similar to that
shown in the other figures. Co

In the form shown in Figure 9, ball bear-
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ings 14 are placed between the lower end
of the screw threaded member 3% and the
head of the caster so that the thrust mem-
ber is not necessary. Said member 3% in this
case is made in the form of a shell, open at
its upper end, and provided with the
tongues 10* for holding the caster in po-
sition.

It will thus be seen that the stem of the
caster is detachably held in the body of
the screw threaded member, the thrust mem-
ber being held in the retainer cap and acting
as an abutment against which the end of
the stem bears.

It is thought from the foregoing descrip-
tion that the advantages and novel features
of my invention will be readily apparent.

I degire it to be understood that I may-

make changes in the construction and in the
combination and arrangement of the several
parts, provided that such changes fall with-
in _the scope of the appended claims.

What I claim is:— -

1. In combination with a caster including
a roller and a stem, a screw threaded mem-
ber having a ecap phced in the upper end
thereof, tongues provided on said cap for en-
gaging the annular groove formed in the
stem, a thrust member carried by -said cap
which receive the upward thrust of the stem,
said member being provided with an annu-
lar groove, an- annular bead received by said
groove.

2. In combination with a caster including
a roller and a stem, a screw threaded shell
shaped member having a bore for receiving
said stem, a cap having tongues prov1ded
thereon placed in the upper end of said
member for engaging the annular groove
formed in the stem, dowanrdly e‘{tendmg
spring fingers: associated with the member

“for holding the stem in the bore and the up-
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per end of the shell shaped member being
bent over to engage the cap.

3. In combination with a caster including
a roller and a stem, a screw threaded mem-
ber with a wrench receiving end and having
a bore, a thrust member arranged in said
bore to receive the upward thrust of the
stem, tongues on said thrust member pro-
vided to engage the annular groove formed
in the end of the stem, a set- nut provided on
sald screw threaded member, an inwardly
screw threaded sleeve engaging over said
screw threaded members and adapted to be
inserted into a bore provided in the leg of an
article of furniture, a flange formed on the
outer edge of said sleeve which has upset
teeth wWhich are adapted to be driven into
the furniture leg to hold it stationary to pre-
Vent the leg from splitting.

In combination with a caster including

a roller and a stem, a screw threaded mem-
ber having a wrench receiving end and a
bore, tonoues provided integral with said
screw threaded member for engaging the
annular groove formed in the end of the
stem, a thrust member secured in the upper
end of the screw threaded member for en-
gaging the annular groove formed in the end
of the stem, a thrust member secured in the
upper end of the screw threaded member to
receive the upward thrust of the stem.

5. In combination with a caster including
a roller and a stem, a screw threaded mem-
ber having a wrench receiving end and a
bore, a thrust member for receiving the up-
ward thrust of the stem, tongues provided
integral with thrust member for engaging
the annular groove formed in the end “of the
stem, and thrust member being firmly se-
cured within said bore.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
CAREY E. BUNKER.
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