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5 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in ver-
tical filing devices, and relates more particularly
to improvements in devices for dividing drawers,
trays and file receptacles in general into compart-

5 ments for classification purposes.

The prinecipal object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel and improved construction for file
receptacles in which provision is made for inser-
tion at desired points longitudinally of the drawer

10 of divider or partitioning members, said mem-~
bers being readily removable and replaceable in
the various positions and being so mounted in
each of said positions as to be capable of limited
adjustment from the top between a normal posi-

15 tion perpendicular to the bottom of the drawer
and positions inclined at an angle to said perpen-
dicular.

- "Another object of the invention is to provide a
filing device of the stated character that shall be

20 characterized by extreme simplicity of form and
manufacture, ease of adjustment, strength and
durability.

A further object of the invention is to provide
in a device of the stated character means for

25 releasably retaining the dividers in the normal
perpendicular position.

The invention further resides in certain strue-
tural details and arrangements hereinafter de-
scribed and illustrated in the attached drawing,

30 in which:

Pigure 1 is a view in perspective of a file drawer
equipped with a sway divider of the character
described constructed in accordance with my in-
vention: ‘

85 Fig. 2 is a detached view in perspective of one
of the divider elemenfs; .

‘Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
view illustrating a detail of the invention;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view in perspective il-

40 lustrating the manner of inserting and retracting
the divider members, and

Figs. 5 and 6 are, respectively, fragmentary
perspective and sectional views illustrating a fur-
ther modification.

45  With reference to the drawing, I have illus-
trated in Fig. 1 a single drawer of a filing cabinet
made in the present instance of pressed metal.
In accordance with my invention, the bottom wall
| of this drawer is formed at each longitudinal

50 side with a series of narrow transverse slots, 2 and
3 respectively, each slot of the series 2 being
aligned transversely of the drawer with one of the
slots of the series 3. Toward its upper edge each
of the side walls 4 of the drawer is provided with

55 a longitudinal recess or channel §; said channels
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being formed in the present instance by shaping
the sheet metal walls as best shown in Fig, 3.

Also in accordance with my invention, I pro-
vide one or more divider or partition elements 6
in the form in the present instance of a flat plate
having projecting from the bottom edge tongues
1, 1, which in assembly are adapted to enter the
aligned pairs of the slots 2 and 3 in the drawer
bottom, and having at each side edge a tongue 8
which in assembly and as shown in Fig. 1 engages
in the respective channels 5 at the opposite sides
of the drawer. When so installed, the member 6
divides the interior of the drawer transversely
into fore and aft compartments, and the number
and depth of these compartments may be varied
as required in obvious manner.

The tongues T are sufficiently free in the slots
2 and 8 to permit the divider 6 to swing upon its
bottom edge between a normal position in which
it extends perpendicular to the bottom { of the
drawer and positions at either side of this normal
inclined to the perpendicular. When the divider
is in the normal perpendicular position, reference
being had to Fig. 3, the upper edges of the tongues
8 lie closely adjacent the upper walls of the chan-
nels 5, and the lower edges of the tongues 8 are
elevated above the bottom walls of said channels.
Movement of the divider in its own plane out-
wardly from the drawer is thus prevented by
reason of the engagement of the upper edges of
the tongues 8 with the closely adjoining upper
walls of the channels. The divider is permitted,
however, as previously described, to sway from
the normal perpendicular position in either direc-
tion to a position inclined to said normal plane,
and the extent of this sway movement and the
maximum normal inclination of the divider from
the normal perpendicular position is limited and
determined by engagement of the lower edges of
the tongues 8 with the bottom surfaces of the
channels 5. It is preferred to dimension the di-
vider and the associated parts of the drawer
structure so that when in either position of nor-
mal inclination, see Fig. 1, or in the perpendicu-
lar position, as shown in Fig. 3, the divider can-
not be liffed in its own plane away from the
drawer bottom to a sufficient extent to free the
tongues T from the slots 2 and 3, this being pre-
vented by engagement of the upper edges of the
tongues 8 with the upper walls of the channels 5.
If, however, it is desired to withdraw the divider
from the drawer, it is only necessary from one of
the inclined positions to draw the divider -and the
tongues:8 further along the channels 5 with the
lower edges of the tongues 8 in engagement with
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the bottom walls of the channels, whereby, as
shown in Fig. 4, the tongues T are cleared from
the slots 2 and 3, after which a slight angular ro-
tating movement of the divider between the side
walls of the drawer will clear the tongues 8 from
the channels § and permit the divider to be with-
drawn. It is to be noted that in any of the normal
positions of the divider, either perpendicular to
the bottom of the drawer or inclined thereto, the
tongues 7 will still remain engaged in the slots 2
and 8 and that there is a definite tendency to
maintain this engagement so that accidental dis-
engagement is avoided.

In some instances it is desirable to retain the
divider 6 in the normal perpendicular relation
with respect to the bottom | of the drawer, and
for this purpose I provide in the flanges 9 which
form the upper walls of the channels 5 a plurality
of sets of apertures 11, the two apertures com-
brising each set being located opposite the re-
spective slots 2 and 3. In the perpendicular posi-
tions of the dividers 6, therefore, the apertures of
each set will lie closely adjacent to and respec-
tively at opposite sides of the plane of the divider.
In conjunction with these apertures, I provide U~
shaped clips {2 the legs of which are adapted to
be inserted downwardly into the apertures {1 as
shown in Fig. 3, and to confine therebetween the
tongues 8 of the associated divider. The clip 12
thus acts.to retain the divider in the normal per-
pendicular position, and the clips may be readily
inserted and retracted as required.

4As a further adjunct of the construction, I may
form the tongues at the lower edges of the divider
which enter the slots in the bottom of the drawer
with suitable means for frictionally engaging the
edges of the slots. In the present instance, the
said tongues indicated at 15 in Figs. 5 and 6 are
slit from their lower edges upwardly and are
slightly bent on either side of this slit and in op-
posite directions so as to afford an effective thick-
ness in the tongue as a whole slightly in excess
of the width of the slots. Asshown in Fig. 6, the
bending of the portions of the tongue is confined
to their mid sections, the outer edges of the divi-
sions of the tongue being in alignment go that the
tongue may be readily inserted in the slot. When
forced down through the slot by pressure from
above, the oppositely bowed portions of the tongue
are caused to frictionally engage the lower edges
of the slot, thereby resisting withdrawal of the
divider.

It will be apparent that the device described
above while affording all the flexibility of adjust-
ment required in a device of this character is of
extreme simplicity of form and manufacture.
At the same time, the device is highly efficient
functionally, is both strong and durable, and is
not subject to deterioration. In normal assembly,
the divider is securely established in the drawer,
but may be readily withdrawn and reinserted
without removal of the papers or records filed in
the latter. The device for maintaining the divider
in the perpendicular position is a highly desirable
one, -and this device also is characterized by ex-
treme simplicity of form and manufacture.

I claim: - :

1. In a filing device, the combination with a
receptacle having bottom and side wadlls, of a
member adapted to extend transversely between
said side walls and to thereby divide the interior
of the receptacle into a plurality of compart-
ments, means for anchoring said divider in the
bottom wall of the receptacle, said anchoring
means-comprising a slot in said bottom wall and
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a tongue at the lower end of said divider adapted
to occupy said slot whereby the divider may be ad-
justed at the top between a normal position per-
pendicular to said bottom wall and positions in-
clined to the perpendicular, means providing a
longitudinal socket in at least one of said side
walls adjacent the upper portion of the divider,
and a tongue on said divider adapted for engage-
ment in said socket and by said engagement limit-
ing the extent of said divider adjustment, the
upper edge of said last-named tongue in the said
normal position of the divider closely adjoining
the top wall of said socket and thereby prevent-
ing retraction of the first-named tongue from its
slot, and the second-named tongue being of
sufficiently lesser depth than the said socket to
permit retraction of the first-named tongue from
its slot by movement of the divider longitudinally
of the drawer beyond the said inclined position.

2. In a filing device, the combination with a
receptacle having bottom and side walls, of &
member adapted to extend transversely between
said side walls and to thereby divide the interior
of the receptacle intoe a plurality of compart-
ments, said bottom having a slot therein and said
divider having & tongue adapted to enter the
slot to thereby anchor the divider at the bottom,
means forming a longitudinal socket in a side
wall of the receptacle adjacent the upper portion
of the divider, and a tongue at the side of the
divider adapted to engage in said socket to
thereby normally retain the first-named tongue
in its slot, said divider being adjustable at the
top and by movement of the second-named
tongue longitudinally in said socket between posi-
tions perpendicular to the said bottom and in-
clined thereto, and detachable means in said
side wall for temporarily locking said divider in
the perpendicular position.

3. In a filing device, the combination with a
receptacle having bottom and side walls, said
bottom wall having a series of slots arranged
longitudinally of the drawer and said side walls
having each a longitudinal channel, of a member
adapted to extend fransversely between said side
walls and to thereby divide the interior of the
receptacle into a plurality of compartments, said
member having at the lower edge thereof a tongue
adapted to enter the slots in said bottom wall
selectively and having at the side edges tongues
engageable respectively in said channels, said
last-named tongues being of lesser depth than
said channels to thereby afford said divider a

- limited angular adjustment around its lower edge

between positions perpendicular to the bottom
wall of the receptacle and inclined to said perpen-
dicular, and means detachably mounted in the
top wall of one of said channels for retaining the
divider in the said perpendicular position.

4. In a filing device, the combination with a
receptacle having bottom and side walls, said
bottom wall having a series of slots arranged
longitudinally of the drawer. and said side walls.
having each a longitudinal channel, the top walls
of said channels having apertures arranged in
transverse alignment respectively with the slots in
said bottom wall, of a member adapted to extend
transversely between said side walls and to
thereby divide the interior of the receptacle into
a plurality of compartments, said member having
at the lower edge thereof a tongue adapted to
enter the slots in said bottom wall selectively and
having at the side edges tongues engageable re-
spectively in said channels, said last-named
tongues being of lesser depth than said channels
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to thereby afford said divider a limited angular
adjustment around its lower edge between posi-
tions perpendicular to the bottom wall of the re-
ceptacle and inclined to said perpendicular, and
clips for detachable insertion in said apertures
and adapted to retain said divider in the perpen-
dicular position.

5, In a filing device, the combination with a
receptacle having bottom and side walls, said
bottom wall having a series of slots arranged lon~
gitudinally of the drawer and said side walls hav-
ing each a longitudinal channel, of a member
adapted to extend transversely between said side
walls and to thereby divide the interior of the
receptacle into a plurality of compartments, said
member having at the lower edge thereof a tongue
adapted to enter the slots in said bottom wall
selectively and having at the side edges tongues

3

engageable respectively in said channels, said
last-named tongues being of lesser depth than
said channels to thereby afford said divider a
limited angular adjustment around its lower edge
between positions perpendicular to the bottom
wall of the receptacle and inclined to said per-
pendicular, and~’said first-named tongue being
normally confined to its slot by a restriction of
the second-named tongues in said channels bub

being releasable from the slot by movement of the 19

divider longitudinally of the drawer from the
said inclined position whereby a subsequent
angular adjustment of the divider between the
side walls disengaging the second-named tongues

from the said channels permits retraction of the 15

divider from the drawer.
GEORGE RUCK.




