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Thisinvention relates to a folding reed hook,and more 
particularly to a reed hook adapted to be usedin thread 
ing the heddles and reed of a loom with warp threads. 
An object of this invention is to provide a folding 

reed hook which is Simple in structure, durable and 
Iastinginuse andeconomicalto manufacture. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a reed 
hook which can be collapsed so that the userthereofmay 
easilycarrythe Sameinhispocket. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a fold 

ing reed hook having novel means thereof for retaining 
the reedhookinextendedposition. 
A yet further object of this invention is to provide a 

reed hookin which diferent length blades can be used to 
Suitthe requirements oftheindividualuser. 
A stiH further object of this invention is to provide a 

reed hookin which a new blade can be easily inSerted to 
replace a blade having a damaged hook portion. 
Ayet further object of this invention is to provide a 

folding reed hook which can be quickly and eficientiy 
moved between its operative and inoperative position. 

These,togetherwith other objects andadvantages which 
wil become Subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fuly hereinafter 
described and ciaimed,reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof,wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout,and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the folding reed hook 
forming the Subject of this invention showing the reed 
hookinits extendedposition; - 
Figure2is an exploded perSpective view of the folding 

reed hook,Showing the reed hookin folded position and 
with the cover member ready for appication thereover; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the blade of the fold 
ing reed hook forming the Subject of this invention; and 

Figure 4is a sectional view taken substantially along 
thesectionline4?4ofFigure1. 

Referring now more particulary to the accompanying 
drawings,it will be Seen that the improved folding reed 
hook forming the subject of this invention includes,a 
tubular member 10 whichis open at both ends and forms 
a handle,The ends of the tubular member10are Sightly 
taperedas at12 and the membermay be formed of Plastic 
orotherSuitable material. 

Secured within one end of the tubular member 10 is a 
tapering neckportion 14 havingits enlarged end received 
within the member 10 and is narrower end projecting 
therefrom,The narrower end of the member14is pro 
vided with a pair of longitudinaly extending Slots 16 eX 
tending from the narrow end thereof at diametricaliy 
opposite points. Any Suitable means may be used for 
retaining the member ?4 within the member 10 and this 
means may take the form of cement 18,or the ?e. 

Sidably disposed within the member 10 is a fiatelon 
gated blade 20. The blade 20 is enlarged at one end aS 
at22 and whichendis adapted to be retained within the 
member 10 or member 14 at al timeS,The enlarged 
end 22is provided with a notch 24therein whereby the 
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ends of the enlarged portion 22 wil be fesiently urged 
into engagement with the inner walls of the member14 
when the blade 20 is withdrawn from the member 10. 
The blade 20isprovided with a pair ofprojections26 

extending from opposite Sides thereof and which are 
adapted to engage the outer free end of the member 14 
when the blade 20is withdrawn fromithe member10. In= 
asmuch as the Slot16is provided in the member 14,the 
portions of the member 14 adjacent the slots can be 
resiliently urged outWard by the projection 26 during the 
withdrawal of the blade 20. Further,these portions can 
be forced outwardlywhen the blade 20 is being retracted 
within themember ?{}. 

The other end of the biade 20is curved as at 28 and 
is provided with a hook portion 30,The hook portion 
30 is adapted to engage the threads of the loom during 
the threading operation. When the blade 20 is with 
drawn into the member 10 the curved portion 28 wil be 
received within one of the SlotS 16. 
When the member 20 is withdrawn in the member 10 

and it is desired to carry the folding reed hookin ones 
pocket,a cover member comprising a Sleeve 32 closed at 
one end may be piaced Over the hook portion 30 and 
will frictionaly engage the member 10to remain in posi 
tion,A plug 34is provided for closing the other end of 
the member 10 to prevent the blade 20 from being re 
moved therefrom. When the blade 20 is moved to itS 
extended position,the cover 32 can be placed on the 
handle ?0 from the opposite direction thereby providing 
an extensionforthe handle, 
From the foregoing,the construction and operation of 

the devicewilbereadily understoodandfurtherexplana 
tion is believed to be unnecessary. However,since nu 
merous modifications and changes wil readily occur to 
those SkiHed in the art,it is not desired to limit the in 
yention to the exact construction Shown and deScribed, 
and accordingly al Suitable modifications and equivalents 
may be reSorted to,faling within the Scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
Whatis claimed aSnew is asfollows: 
1. A folding reed hook comprising a holow handle, 

a blade,meanS mounting Said blade for longitudinal 
movement into and out of Said handle into retracted and 
extended positions respectively,means on Said blade ad 
jacent one end for retaining the blade in extended posi 
tion,Said blade being provided with a hook portion ad 
jacent its other end,and a cover member adapted to be 
positioned on Said handle in overlying position to Said 
hook portion when the blade is in retracted position in 
Said handle,Said handle being closed at one end and 
open atits other end,Said handle having a portion there 
oftaperingtoward Said openend,said blade beingformed 
of a fiat eiongated member having Said hook portion 
integraly formed at one end thereof,the other end of 
Said blade beingenlarged and coacting with Said tapering 
portion So as to be prevented-from movement through 
Said openend, 

2. A folding reed hook comprising a holow handle, 
a blade,means mounting Said blade for longitudinal 
movementinto and out of Said handle into retracted and 
extended positions reSpectively,means on Said blade ad 
jacent one end for retaining the biade in extended posi 
tion,said blade being provided with a hook portion ad 
jacent its otherend,and a cover member adapted to be 
positioned on Said handle in overlying position to Said 
hook portion when the blade is in retracted position in 
Said handle,Said handle being closed at one end and 
open atits other end,Said handle having a portion there 
oftaperingtoward Said open end,Said blade beingformed 
of a fat elongated member having Said hook portion 
integraly formed at one end thereof,the other end of 
Said blade beingenlarged and coacting with Said tapering 
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portion So as to be prevented from movement through open end of Said handle when Said blade is in extended 
Said open end, Said tapering portion of Said hande being position. - 
provided with diametrically oppoSed Slots extendingfrom 
the open end thereof,Said blade being Curved adjacent References Citedin the file of thispatent 

5 its hook portion whereby Said hook portion will extend 
through one of Said Slots when the blade is in retracted 
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