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2,444,611 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,444,611 

SAVINGS BANK 
Jonathan . Houck, Pottstown, Pa., 
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(CI. 232-4) 4. Claims. 

This invention relates to savings banks. An 
object of the invention is the provision of a saV 
ings bank in the shape of a bell-like casing with 
a construction mounted on the top thereof rep 
resenting a hanger for the bell, said hanger hav 
ing a partially open framework through which a 
vertical coin slot is formed so that the depositor 
of a coin may view the descent of said coin prior 
to its entry into the bell-shaped casing. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of a savings bank including a coin receptacle and 
a partially open framework mounted on the top 
of the casing and having a coin slot passing there 
through so that a depositor may view the descent 
of the coin prior to its entrance into Said casing, 
Said framework resembling in appearance a sus 
pension means for a swingable bell, the shape of 
which being simulated by the casing. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a savings bank for coins in Which a 
structure resembling a hanger for a bell is mount 
ed on a bell-shaped coin receptacle and provided 
With a passage-way leading to an entrance of 
the coin receptacle, said hanger including a hol 
low bar connected to the coin receptacle by 
spaced U-shaped brackets and having an open 
upper end which is closed by a removable plate, 
flanges projecting downwardly from the plate 
into the hollow bar forming part of the passage 
way for the coin, the remaining portion of said 
passage-way being confined to the spaced brack 
ets which form an open framework to permit a 
View of the descending coin prior to its entrance 
in the receptacle, a coin slot in the plate being 
alined with the upper end of the passage-Way. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a Savings bank for coins in which 
a coin receptacle has a renovable door for the 
recovery of coins deposited in said receptacle, 
said door being in the form of a circular plate 
having a pair of diametrically disposed peripheral 
flanges adapted to overlap externally similarly 
disposed flanges at the periphery of an Opening 
in a wall of the receptacle, a pair of the adja 
cently disposed ends of the flanges at the opening 
being Spaced a greater distance apart than the 
other ends to provide passage-ways for diametri 
cally disposed lugs of different widths which pro 
ject from the periphery of the circular plate and 
from the inner face of said plate So that When 
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the plate is placed over the opening with the lugs 
on the plate being received by the passage-Ways 
of widths corresponding to the proper widths of 
said lugs, said plate may be rotated with the lugs 
moving over the inner faces of the flanges at the 55, 

2 
periphery of the opening for-securing the plate 
in position-over the opening. 
The invention: consists in the novel construc 

tion, arrangement, and combinations of parts 
hereinafter more fully described and claimed. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1...is a front view in elevation of my say 

ings.bank, 
Figure 2 is a vertical Section of the bank. 
Figure 3 is a plan view of the bank. 
Figure 4 is a bottom.plan View of a, removable 

closure plate for the upper end of the bank. 
Figure 5 is a vertical Section of a door for clos 

ing a discharge opening for coins taken along the 
line 3-5 of Figure 6. 

Figure 6 is a plan View of the inner face of the 
bottom of the bank. 

Figure 7 is a bottom, plan view of said bank. 
Figure 8 is a fragmentary plan view of the in 

ner face of the bottom. With the closure or door 
renoved from the discharge Opening for coins. 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary bottom plan view 
of the bank with the door or closure removed from 
the discharge opening. 

Figure 10 is a bottom plan view of the door 
Oir closure shown removed from the bottom of the 
bank, and 

Figure 11 is a plan view of the inner face of 
the closure shown removed from the bottom of 
the bank. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
5 designates a coin container in the shape of a 

bell which has bottom or base f6 in the form 
of a ring secured by bolts f to the lower end of 
the container. The upper reduced end of said 
container has a coin slot 8 (Fig.2). 
The ring 6 provides a central opening 9 for 

the discharge of coins and this opening is nor 
mally closed by a disk 2. The inner periphery 
of the ring has a pair of diametrically disposed 
notches 2 and 22, thereby providing a pair of 
Segmental portions or flanges 23 and 24 which 
are separated by the notches and which are dis 
posed above the inner face of the ring to form 
a seat for the cover or disk 29. The numerals 
, , , 6 in one series are applied to the Outer 

face of the ring while directly opposite are ap 
plied the numerals f, 8, 3, 5 in a second series. 
The cover or closure 20 has a pair of diametri 

} cally disposed segments or fanges 25 and 26 at 
the periphery thereof similar to the flanges 23 
and 28 of the ring S. Diametrically disposed lugs 
28 and 29 project from the cover and are disposed 
between adjacent ends of the segments. 25. and 
28, These tags are bent in Wardly of the plane 
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of the cover so that they engage under the seg 
ments 23 and 24 on the ring 6. Furthermore, 
the lug 28 is of slightly less width than the notch 
2f while the lug 29 is of slightly less width than 
the notch 22 so that the respective lugs may be 
passed through the corresponding notches. It 
Will be noted that the cover (Fig. 10) has a series 
of numbers , , 7, 6 on the segment 25 while the 
segment 26 is supplied with the numerals , , 5, 3 
in a series. 
The cover has a diametrically disposed groove 

30. This groove is sufficiently wide to receive a 
portion of a fifty-cent piece of money so that 
when the coin is rotated on vertical axis the coin 
will be rotated. In order to fix the cover in place, 
it is seated on the ring f with the lugs 28 and 
29 being received by the respective notches 2 
and 22. The lugs have the side edges beveled 
as shown at 3, in Figure 10, in order that said 
lugs may be forced to slide over the segments of 
the ring 6 (Fig. 8). The cover being in posi 
tion, as described, supra, a coin or tool is in 
serted into the groove 30 and rotated thus forc 
ing the cover to rotate with the lugs riding on 
the inner surfaces of the segments 23 and 24. 
The cover is then held in place. To remove the 
cover, said cover is again revolved in either di 
rection until the numerals , 7, 7, 6 on the cover 
aline with the numerals , , 7, 6 on the ring f6 
whence the lugs 28 and 29 Will be a lined with the 
respective notches 2 and 22 and said cover may 
be removed. 
A hollow bar 35 in the form of a metal casing 

and being a replica of a wooden beam in a belfry 
for Supporting a bell therein is connected by a 
pair of spaced inverted U-shaped brackets 36 to 
the top of the bell or container 5, a bracket being 
at each side of the coin slot 8 (FigS. 1 and 2). 
These spaced brackets form part of a coin slot, 
37 as will be presently explained. It will be noted 
from Figure 2 that the hollow bar 35, the brackets 
36 and the container 5 form a one-piece cast 
ing. The central portion of the bottom of the 
bar is also provided with a slot 38 which is in 
vertical alinement with the slot 8. 
The upper end of the hollow bar 35 is open 

but is closed normally by a plate 4 which is 
secured to the bar by bolts 4 threaded into bosses 
42 depending from the inner face of the plate. 
Pairs of fanges 43 and 44 (Figs. 2 and 4) depend 
from the inner face of the plate 40 and at a 
central portion of said plate to provide the upper 
portion of the coin slot, 37 so that when a coin is 
placed in the upper portion and released it will 
pass downwardly through the section 38 of the 
slot and thence between the U-shaped brackets 
36. Passage through the slot 8 at the upper 
end of the container drops the coin into said con 
tainer. The adjacent edges of the flanges 43 and 
44 are connected together to provide a rectangu 
larly shaped channel member forming the upper 
portion of the coin slot 31. 
T-shaped reinforcing bars 5 connect the 

bight portions of the U-shaped brackets with the 
upper end of the container 5 at each side of the 
slot 8. These bars cooperate with the legs of 
said brackets for guiding a coin through the pas 
sage-way extending from the plate 4 to the slot 
8. Furthermore, the spaced brackets 36 and the 
bars 50 form an open frame-work so that the 
coin may be viewed when passing through a por 
tion of the continuous coin slot to the container. 
The height of the brackets is limited so that 
the smallest coin inserted into the slot 37 cannot 
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4. 
escape between the legs at the opposite ends of 
the brackets. 
As shown in Figures 1 and 2, portions 5 on 

the bottom of bar 35 extend downwardly between 
each pair of legs of the brackets for aiding in 
decreasing the height of the space between the 
legs. 
The particular contour of the inner surface of 

the container 5 embracing the slot 8 at the top 
thereof tends to prevent coins from being acci 
dentally discharged through said slot or from 
being positively shaken through the slot. The 
curved and inclined Surfaces 52 Will cause the 
coins within the container to slide rapidly over 
the slot when the bank is turned upside down. 
Furthermore, the entire inner surface of the side 
walls of the bell-shaped container will tend to 
naintain the coins at various angles to the hori 
zontal when the container is placed on its side 
So that when the container is more than half full 
of Coins, the angular disposition of said coins 
would cause the coins to slide over the slot 8 
rather than through it when the container is 
turned on end from the horizontal position. 
ihus, pilfering of coins from the bell-shaped 
Container is prevented. 
I claim: 
1. A savings bank comprising a coin container 

having an upper reduced end provided with a 
coin slot in said end, a hollow bar located above 
the upper end of the container, a pair of spaced 
U-shaped brackets connecting the bottom of the 
bar with the top of the container and forming 
part of a passage-way for coins to the slot, the 
upper end of the bar being open, a plate closing 
the Open end of said bar and provided With a 
coin slot in vertical alinement with the slot in 
the container, and a channel member depending 
from the plate for directing coins between the 
spaced brackets to the slot in the container. 

2. A savings bank comprising a coin container 
having a reduced upper in which a coin slot is 
formed, a hollow bar in the form of a metal cas 
ing being spaced above the upper end of the 
container, the upper end of the casing being open, 
a plate closing the opening and provided with a 
coin. slot in vertical allinement with the slot in 
the container, spaced inverted U-shaped brackets 
between the bar and upper end of the container, 
the spaced bight portions of the brackets being 
connected to the bar, the free ends of the legs of 
each bracket being connected to the top of the 
container at One side of the slot to provide a 
passage-way for coins entering the slot in the 
container, and means depending from and en 
bracing the slot in the plate for guiding coins into 
the passage-way between the legs, said legs form 
ing an open frame-work whereby a coin may be 
viewed when passing downwardly between Said 
legS. 

3. A savings bank comprising a coin container 
having an upper reduced end provided with a 
coin slot in said end, a hollow bar located above 
the upper end of the container, a pair of Spaced 
U-shaped brackets connecting the bottom of the 
bar with the top of the container and forming 
part of a passage-way for coins to the slot, the 
upper end of the bar being open, a plate closing 
the open end of said bar and provided with a 
coin slot in vertical alinement with the slot in 
the container, and a channel member depending 
from the plate for directing coins between the 
spaced brackets to the slot in the container, the 
inner surfaces of the side walls of the container 
at the upper end thereof being curved sharply 
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toward the slot in said end so that when the con 
tainer is reversed in position in an attempt to 
discharge coins through the slot, said Coins Will 
slide Over the slot. 

4. A savings bank comprising a coin container 
having a reduced upper end in which a coin slot 
is formed, a hollow bar in the form of a metal 
casing being spaced above the upper end of the 
container, the upper end of the casing being open, 
a plate closing the opening and provided with a 
coin slot in vertical alinement with the slot in 
the container, Spaced inverted U-shaped brackets 
between the bar and upper end of the container, 
the spaced bight portions of the brackets being 
connected to the bar, the free ends of the legs of 
each bracket being connected to the top of the 
Container at One side of the slot to provide a 
paSSage-Way for coins entering the slot in the 
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container, and a vertical channel member in com 
munication with the slot in the plate, disposed 
Within the hollow bar and having the lower end 
resting on the spaced bight portion of the 
U-shaped brackets for guiding a coin downwardly 
into the passage-Way between the brackets. 
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